1969 pontiac gto wiring

I love having this to reference at any time. It really helps in diagnosis. Having it laminated has
already paid off with an unexpected radiator situation and also dirty hands. I wish there were
other diagrams I could buy that show a bit more detail such as where the radio would wire in
and that the neutral safety switch was shown on the column and where the ballast resistor in
the ignition system was. Little things. These things are great! I got one for each car and have
them hanging with magnets on the back of the entry door to the garage. Pretty complete
including the vacuum hose layout for hideaway headlights. However, I don't see the cruise
control in the diagram. This was of particular intrest to me since my GTO is so equipped. No
more guessing! Everything is clearly laid out and this made solving my tail-brake-signal light
gremlins a non-issue. I purchased two one for myself and one for a friend. My friend was
absolutely thrilled as am I. It's beautifully made and easy to follow and the lamination makes it
top notch. Thank you!! If you need your diagram s in days please select UPS at checkout. You
save. Rating Required Select Rating 1 star worst 2 stars 3 stars average 4 stars 5 stars best.
Name Required. Email Required. Review Subject Required. Comments Required. Diagram Size:
Optional None 11" X 17". Current Stock:. Quantity: Decrease Quantity: Increase Quantity:.
Adding to cartâ€¦ The item has been added. Facebook Email Print. Complete basic car included
engine bay, interior and exterior lights, under dash harness, starter and ignition circuits,
instrumentation, etc Original factory wire colors including tracers when applicable Large size,
clear text, easy to read Laminated for ease of use. Excellent document, easy to read. The wiring
systems of the â€” Pontiac GTOs are probably closer in complexity to a Model T Ford than
anything currently in showrooms. While that may be true, wiring systems are still a point of fear
and loathing among many restorers of Pontiac GTOs and other muscle car era machines.
Armed with a decent set of tools, a little patience, and a shop manual with complete wiring
diagrams, you are able to restore function to those areas of the electrical system that are no
longer operational. Over the course of 40 or more years, it is likely that your GTO, like any
vehicle that age, has developed some wiring problems. Whatever the case, the goal is to get
everything working reliably and as originally intended. If your car was well taken care of,
chances are you will have less trouble than a GTO that had been abused the majority of its life.
Vintage radios can be restored at home if you have the skills or by a number of companies such
as Antique Radio Doctor. If the radio still works, you can restore the push-buttons, face, and
knobs, so it appears factory new. Replacement knobs and face-plate decals are available from
most restoration parts suppliers and fishing line can be used to repair the loss of movement on
the station indicator. Photo Courtesy Scott Tiemann. Of all the electrical connections on your
GTO, chances are that the battery cables and terminals have seen more use and abuse than any
other part that carries current. If the cables on your battery are still in decent shape, they can be
cleaned up along with the battery terminals. If they need to be replaced, make sure that you get
cables of sufficient gauge thickness; it is more important than how they look, as cables that are
too thin can cause too much resistance and can heat up. Unless you are competing in concours
judging, pass on 6-gauge battery cables and reproduction tar-top batteries. Get a modern
replacement battery and at least 4-gauge cables. These batteries cost less and work better than
the originals ever did. Photo Courtesy Imran Chaudary. While it certainly is not the cause of all
electrical problems, more often than not, a faulty ground is the main source of trouble,
especially in a car of this age. With the body isolated from the frame with rubber body mounts,
interior electrics really have no way to complete a circuit without them. Unibody cars do not
have this level of reliance on ground straps like a conventional body-on-frame design, but even
the stub-framed GTOs need them more than a modern car. If they are missing or no longer
functional, correct replacements are available. Once the grounds have been attended to, it is
time to move on to the other connections in the car. Make notes about which electrical parts
work and which are non-functional. Are all of the lights working, including the license plate
lamp, the reverse lamps, and the interior lighting? What about the cigar lighter? Is the element
burned out or is the socket not working? This gives you the opportunity to isolate each trouble
spot and figure out where the most logical failure point is. If it is, the device is malfunctioning. If
not, look for the connection failure. Internal breaks in the wiring are often found with a
multi-tester, and they can be tough to get at, often showing up in plug-in connectors in plastic
or rubber housings; they are in turn part of a larger harness. Sometimes, it is a simple fix, as
when a wire was pulled and stretched enough that it came out of the back side of a plug-in
connector. Perhaps a plastic wire insulator cracked with age and exposed a bare wire to some
bare metal and a short was caused. After 40 years or more, ground straps are often frayed,
corroded, or even broken. Those in good condition and with a solid chassis connection are
especially important on full-frame cars, such as GTOs. Rubber body mounts isolate these units,
and for the stereo and lighting system to properly function, you need the ground straps in good
working order. The number of ground straps varies from year to year and generation to

generation, so check with your shop manual for their location on your particular car. Replacing
them is a snap; just unbolt them from the firewall and the frame and bolt in their replacements.
Use new washers, remove corrosion, and clean the area to the bare metal for the best contact.
The wiring passes from the front of the car to the rear. Most notably, the wiring for the taillights
and reverse lamps, as well as side-marker lamps, are routed and protected by plastic or rubber
tubes. If it does, the gauge on the face of the multi-tester moves to show the current flow. A
wiring diagram causes nightmares for many car enthusiasts, and that includes me. The thing to
keep in mind is that while the wiring diagrams in your shop manual are not going to look exactly
like this, they nonetheless illus-trate where everything is and what everything does. Testing
individual pieces, figuring out if there is a wiring issue, a ground issue, or a blown bulb goes a
lot faster with a multi-tester, such as one from Radio Shack. A wiring harness is a wearable
item, and after more than 40 years, it may be simply worn out. Routing and securing the harness
is much easier if the engine and interior have been removed because you have full access to do
the work. Painless offers exceptional reproduction wiring harnesses. It is a more generic
version of what was offered in the cars originally and uses standard GM plugs, fittings, and
color coding. Installation can be accomplished using the same procedures as for a
factory-original harness. This kit even includes labels for connections, which makes the
installation, well, painless. Photo Courtesy Painless Performance Products. The starter relay is
exposed to the elements, and as a result, it tends to fail. Fortunately, it is a fairly simple item to
get at and to repair or replace. Use a multi-tester to measure the voltage and resistance and
then compare them to the actual specs. However, starter relay replacements are inexpensive
and plentiful through most restoration parts houses. Do it right and do it once. Replacement
harnesses are available from Painless Products and Lectric Limited; they are very nice, very
robust units. The Original Design Series also allows for some minor modifications. These
changes can be added to the basic wiring layout. Depending on the year and the option level, a
GTO could be equipped with a amp alternator. That was barely enough to charge the battery and
keep the car running at the same time. But if you are adding any power options, it makes sense
to upgrade to a higher-amperage version. Installing an alternator is one of the easiest things to
do on a GTO. Loosen the bolts that hold the alternator to the mounting bracket. This creates
slack in the belt so it can be removed. Disconnect the terminal and the ground wire attached to
the back of the alternator. Remove the bolts securing the alternator. Place the new alternator in
the designated position and torque the new bolts. Plug the terminal back in and attach the
ground wire at the back of the alternator. Slip the belt over the pulley and push the alternator up
with your hand. Use a flat-head screwdriver to push against the belt. Torque the bolts to hold
the alternator in this desired position. Reconnect battery terminals. Compatible units with up to
amps are available from Year One and others if you are adding EFI and an in-car entertainment
system. Lower-amperage versions are also available for restorations with more modest power
requirements. Although the alternator is usually blamed for charging problems, you need to
check on the voltage regulator as well. Look for breaks in the circuit and use a multi-tester to
confirm the resistance ratings in the shop manual. Replacements are readily available and
installation is a plug-and-play procedure. This unit, manufactured by Pertronix, replaces the
breaker points, so the spark consistency is stronger and more precise. As you know, points are
wearable items, and over time the gap needs to be maintained for maximum performance. Even
under perfect adjustment, an electronic ignition provides a more powerful and precise spark
than a points ignition. The spark is also much more intense, which increases power and
mileage. While converting the standard points-type distributor to a later GM HEI unit has been a
popular upgrade in the past, it is visually incorrect for a s-era car. It is a simple modification well
worth the cost. Photo Courtesy of Pertronix Corporation. If you are upgrading your ignition
system with an electronic distributor module, a coil upgrade is also necessary. Photo Courtesy
Pertronix Corporation. The upside is that you can design a custom system for your exact needs
and save some money by finishing it yourself. Every Pontiac GTO model year has
idiosyncrasies and problems; the service bulletins help solve those problems. Most are
associated with age. Starters and starter solenoids can wear out over time; ballast resistors can
also be the culprit. Since there are still a lot of Pontiacs from this era on the road, finding
replacement starters, solenoids, and accessories is pretty easy. Of course, if this is a
concours-style restoration, you have to rebuild your original pieces, which is much more
expensive. Ignition switches can also be problematic, and dash-mounted switches can become
especially loose. It is not unusual to find mid s era Pontiacs that can be started with a
screwdriver. If they can get that sloppy, they can also fail to complete the circuit and leave you
without a means to get your car started and running. Upgrading the charging system in the
quest to make your driver-quality GTO a better-performing machine is important. An upgraded
stereo, high-performance ignition system, electric fans, and add-on air-conditioning system all

contribute to the electrical demands made on your charging system. A stock alternator is
hard-pressed to keep up. Although concours judges like to see a set of original T-3 headlamps
with the molded-in triangle, the truth is, they were not that great, performance-wise. A modern
set of replacement sealed-beam headlamps is a wise addition to a driver-type restoration. Just
be sure to save the original T-3s, if they are still with the car, as they are quite valuable. If your
car has an aftermarket tach or other accessory gauges installed, the decision to retain them is
based on your restoration type and their condition. If you are performing a concours-style resto
and none of the gauges work, remove them. If they are period-correct and you are performing a
weekend driver restoration effort, it is worthwhile to retain them. In the case of this car, a Royal
Bobcat GTO, they were retained, as the car was restored not to percent stock, but to the
configuration that it was in when it was featured in the March issue of Car and Driver magazine.
Since the gauges were in very good original condition, they were simply disassmbled, cleaned,
and re-assembled. In the mid s, GM replaced the old-style alternator having the external voltage
regulator with a more modern, SI systems integrated series, single-wire alternator with the
internal voltage regulator. It offered more charging power and reliability, as the regulator was
more protected from the elements. Conversion kits are available from several sources to
upgrade your system to maintain those elevated requirements. Higher-amperage SI alternators
are a sensible upgrade that helps your car handle the additional strain. A power level like that
more than covers any upgrade in your plan. The ignition system actually gives you a lot of
warning that things are amiss. Other than when it gets wet, the ignition system rarely leaves you
hanging. The main causes for this sort of trouble are the distributor cap, breaker points, plug
wires, and plugs themselves. Replacing the distributor cap, wires, and plugs is simple. Recent
advancements in plug wire technology bring new levels of performance with a new generation
of low-resistance wires that still look like factory items. Like the radios, original speakers can be
reconditioned and restored to like-new appearance and operation. Most radio restoration
companies also service speakers. Reproduction speakers are also available. If appearance is
not a concern, much higher quality speakers can be substituted and fit into the stock locations.
It looks authentic on the outside but uses all modern internals. With a shallower chassis, it
allows for easier installation and features mini-plug inputs so you can hardwire an iPod or
satellite radio receiver directly into it. It also features 45 watts of power in each of its four
channels and is an excellent alternative for those wishing for modern sound with an authentic
look. Check the shop manual to determine where the lighting grounds are and how many there
should be; and make the necessary repairs to bring them back to factory specs. Next, inspect
the lamp sockets for corrosion and damage. Headlamps have prongs that fit into their soc
mazda miller cycle
pioneer radio wiring diagram
93 toyota camry fuel pump
kets, while most of the rest of the bulbs use barrel-type sockets. Order and install new sockets
and bulbs as needed. The original T-3 headlamps were good for their day, but newer
replacements are readily available that provide superior illumination for night driving.
Unfortunately, most of them were underpowered and overpriced junk. I like old and new, just
not in some grotesque Frankendash mismatch. I thought it was a stock A-Body radio. When he
told me he had a custom sound system, I asked if he hid it in the glovebox. I had to do a
double-take. Manufactured by Antique Auto Radio, this head unit fits in the stock location but is
only about 3 inches deep, taking up less space than a stock radio. This unit also accepts
auxiliary inputs from an iPod, mp3 player, or a satellite receiver. If you like to bring your music
with you, this is a very viable option. If you liked this article you will LOVE the full book. Click
the button below and we will send you an exclusive deal on this book.

