1979 camaro weight

The second-generation Chevrolet Camaro is an American pony car that was produced by
Chevrolet from through the model years. It was introduced in the spring of It was longer, lower,
and wider than the first generation Camaro. A convertible body-type was no longer available.
Dubbed "Super Hugger", [1] the second-generation Camaro was an all-new car with its basic
mechanical layout familiar and engineered much like its predecessor with a unibody structure
utilizing a front subframe, A-arm and coil spring front suspension, and rear leaf springs. The
chassis and suspension of the second generation were refined in both performance and
comfort; base models offered significant advances in sound-proofing, ride isolation, and
road-holding. Extensive experience Chevrolet engineers had gained racing the first-generation
led directly to advances in second-generation Camaro steering, braking, and balance. Major
styling changes were made in and ; was the final model year for the second-generation Camaro.
The new body style featured a fastback roofline and ventless full-door glass with no rear side
quarter windows. Doors were wider to permit easier access to the rear seat, and new pull-up
handles replaced the old handles, for which the lower button had to be pushed in to open the
door. The roof was a new double-shell unit for improved rollover protection and noise
reduction. The rear was highlighted by four round taillights similar to the Corvette. A convertible
was not offered, making this the only Camaro generation not to offer one. The was the first
Camaro offered with a rear stabilizer bar. New Strato bucket seats, unique to models, featured
squared-off seatbacks and adjustable headrests, and the rear seating consisted of two bucket
cushions and a bench seat back due to the higher transmission tunnel. The optional center
console, with standard Hurst shifter, [1] was now integrated into the lower dashboard with small
storage area or optional stereo tape player. The standard interior featured all-vinyl upholstery
and a matte black dashboard finish, while an optional custom interior came with upgraded cloth
or vinyl upholstery and woodgrain trim on dash and console. The model was introduced to the
assembly plants in February , halfway through the model year. The model year vehicles are
generally regarded as the most desirable of the early second-generation Camaros, since the
performance of following years was reduced by the automobile emissions control systems of
the period and later the addition of heavy federally mandated bumpers. The Camaro received
only minor appearance changes from its counterpart. Inside, new high-back Strato bucket seats
with built-in headrests replaced the only low-back seats with adjustable headrests. The biggest
changes came under the hood, due to a GM-corporate mandate all engines be designed to run
on lower-octane regular-leaded, low-lead, or unleaded gasoline, necessitating reductions in
compression ratios and horsepower ratings. The c. Production and sales dropped due to a day
corporate-wide strike at GM that coincided with the introduction of the models in late September
, along with a continued declining interest in the ponycar market fueled by skyrocketing
insurance rates for high-performance cars. Rumors of the possible cancellation of the Camaro
after began to surface and were nearly confirmed a year later when another worker's strike hit
the assembly plant at Norwood, Ohio , which was the only plant building Camaros and
Firebirds. The Camaro suffered two major setbacks. The UAW strike at a GM assembly plant in
Norwood disrupted production for days, and 1, incomplete Camaros had to be scrapped
because they could not meet federal bumper safety standards. Some at GM seriously
considered dropping the Camaro and Firebird altogether, [7] particularly while the corporation
was under pressure to adapt its vast number of makes and models to difficult new regulations
for emissions, safety, and fuel economy. Others pointed out the fiercely loyal followings the
cars enjoyed and were convinced the models remained viable. The latter group eventually
convinced those in favor of dropping the F-cars to reconsider, and Chevrolet would go on to
produce 68, Camaros in Only SS s were produced in , and this was the last year for the SS and
SS models, as well as the last year the Camaro was offered with a Big Block from the factory.
Horsepower ratings continued to drop, not only due to lower compression and tighter
emissions controls but, beginning with the model year, a switch from gross on dynamometer to
net ratings based on an engine in an actual vehicle with all accessories installed. The model
year incorporated standard impact-absorbing front bumper system to meet new no-damage
standards in 5 miles per hour 8. The Rally Sport option, with its chrome bumperettes on either
side of an impact absorbing urethane grill surround, continued for one more year due to
creative bracing behind the front sheetmetal. A new Type LT model was offered in , with a
quieter and better-appointed interior, full instrumentation, Rally-style wheels, variable-ratio
steering, sport mirrors, and hidden windshield wipers, among other upgrades. Air conditioning
became available as an option with this engine. The Z28 option could be ordered on both the
sport coupe and LT models. When the Z28 and Type LT options were combined, the usual Z28
badges, stripes, and graphics were deleted. Other changes included a new console-mounted
shifter for automatic transmissions similar to the shifter used in Pontiac Firebirds replacing the
Buick-like horseshoe shifter of previous Camaros, and the reintroduction of power windows to

the option list for the first time since , with the switches mounted in the console. Recovering
from the strike, Camaro sales increased to 96, units [9] during a record sales year industry-wide.
Round taillights were replaced with a rectangular wraparound design. It was the last year to
have a flat rear window, with thick roof pillars. All later years had slimmer roof pillars and a
wraparound rear window for better visibility. This was the last year of the RPO Z28, which
shared the same drive train and engine as in the previous year , based on the Corvette L82
special high-performance engine the Z28 would re-emerge in as its own model and no longer a
RPO. Camaro sales increased to over , units, of which 13, were Z28s the highest 2nd-generation
Z28 production to this time despite the energy crisis fueled by the Arab Oil Embargo. Two
ponycar competitors were repositioned in the marketplace this year. Ford downsized the
Mustang to an all new Ford Mustang II subcompact based on the Pinto that was designed for an
era of high gas prices and fuel shortages resulting in , units produced for the model year. For , a
catalytic converter was added to the exhaust system of all US-market GM passenger cars,
including the Camaro. The catalytic emission control system was more efficient at reducing
emissions than the previous non-catalytic system, and allowed engines to be retuned for
improved drivability and fuel economy. The Z28 option was discontinued for despite an increase
in sales to over 13, units in Optional engines continued to reflect the impact of emissions. SAE
net power ratings used since were taken from the engine crankshaft as before, but now all
accessories had to be attached and operating, and all emissions equipment and a full
production exhaust system had to be in place. These power-robbing additions â€” along with
stringent new emissions laws and the equipment they required â€” were instrumental in
creating the vastly smaller power figures found in subsequent cars. The manufacturers
themselves also sometimes intentionally underrated engines for a variety of motives, notably
avoiding provoking the insurance companies and federal regulators into enacting undesirable
policies, but also sometimes to prevent lower priced models from stacking up too well on paper
against their own more profitable high-end products. A new wraparound rear window was
introduced for and the Camaro emblem moved from the center of the grille to above the
grillework and the "Camaro" nameplate was deleted from the rear decklid. Also new block letter
"Camaro" nameplates replaced the previous scripts on the front fenders. Interiors were revised
slightly with new seat trim patterns and bird's-eye maple trim replacing the Meridian grained
walnut on the instrument panel of LT models. Announced for this year was the availability of a
leather interior option in the Camaro LT, but never saw the light of day as no production cars
were equipped with real hide seats. Other developments included the availability of air
conditioning with six-cylinder engines and standard radial tires on all models. Power door locks
were a new option for The Rally Sport option returned after a one-year absence, but amounted
to little more than an appearance package. Despite the loss of the Z28, Camaro sales remained
steady for at , units. With the demise of the other pony cars the previous year, Camaro and
Pontiac's Firebird were now the only traditional pony cars left on the market, giving GM percent
penetration of this segment for the first time ever. Also, despite General Motors' policy against
factory-sponsored racing efforts, Camaro began to make a name for itself on the track on the
new International Race of Champions IROC series with many top drivers winning trophies from
behind the wheel of a Camaro year after year until the late s. Only minor appearance changes
highlighted the Camaro, most notably a brushed metal insert in the rear tail section on the LT
model. Power brakes became standard on V8 models this year. The Camaro's popularity was
soaring. Sales totals jumped significantly for , the best year yet for the second generation, and
were to improve even more dramatically as the decade progressed. The engine no longer came
with the 4-bolt main bearing engine block, forged crank, forged pistons, big valve heads, and
performance camshaft that had been part of the RPO Z28 Special Performance Package, the
engine that had been shared with the Corvette LT-1 and L82 top-performance engines from The
LM1 engine was the most powerful Camaro engine and only available in the Z28 model. The
engine came with better tuned intake and exhaust, shared with most all Chevy passenger cars.
The cars were also available with a Borg-Warner Super T 4-speed manual transmission. This
year the optional "Bumperettes" were offered for the LT models front bumper only and were
mandatory for all Camaro models sold in the state of California. Output set a record for the
second-generation Camaro, with , coupes produced. The Camaro outsold Ford's Mustang for
the first time ever. For the model year, the Camaro featured a new body colored urethane front
and rear bumpers. Z28s featured a non-functioning hood scoop with outlining decal around the
intake. The taillights were updated to include amber turn signals. Sales topped all previous
years with , units, of which 54, were the Z28 model. The Rally Sport not badged RS as in
previous years featured a standard two-tone paint treatment. Another first for was T-Tops,
although they were a regular production option on the Pontiac Firebird and were introduced on
the Pontiac Trans Am 10th Anniversary Limited Edition. The biggest changes for were the

introduction of the luxury-oriented Berlinetta model, replacing the Type LT, and a restyled
instrument panel with a much flatter appearance than the previous wraparound design although
the gauges themselves remained in the same places as before. The base models, RS and Z28
remained, the Z28s now came with a front spoiler and fender flares much like its Pontiac Trans
Am twin had, and now came with "Z28" decals that ran from the beginning of the front flares to
the bottoms of the doors. Electric rear window defroster became optional this year, replacing
the old blower type. Sales for were the highest ever for any generation Camaro before or since,
numbering , units. Engine choices remained with the I6 standard in the base and RS models,
with the 2bbl being an option and standard on the Berlinetta. The Z28 hood included a
rear-pointing raised scoop air induction with a solenoid operated flap which opened at full
throttle, allowing the engine to breathe cooler air. Z28s had new optional grey 5-spoke rims later
used on the â€” Chevrolet Monte Carlo SS , a unique upper and lower front grill and smaller
revised graphics on its doors. The side scoops were also changed from a louvered design to a
flatter one with a single opening. The model was nearly unchanged from and would be the last
model year for the second-generation Camaro. This predecessor to modern engine control
modules had an oxygen sensor, an electronically controlled carburetor, a throttle position
sensor, coolant sensors, a barometric pressure sensor, a Manifold Absolute Pressure sensor
MAP , and a check engine light on the dash. The transmission was now equipped with a lockup
torque converter, controlled by the CCC as well. The CCC could also be used as a
self-diagnostic tool. Canadian models, however, could still get the and 4-speed combination,
and were not equipped with a CCC. Canadian Camaros were thus identical to US model. RS
models were dropped this year, but the RS designation would reappear in Total production had
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Chevy II. Biscayne Canada. Bel Air. Kingswood Estate. El Morocco. Personal luxury. Chevelle
Laguna. Monte Carlo. Sports car. Sold as a Police Pursuit Vehicle. Last six digits increased one
with each car built at each plant. Dimensions Length: Despite the uncertaintly the Camaro set a
sales record with , Camaros produced, including a record 84, Z28's. Inside the car, the
dashboard was redesigned, from the wrap around style used since to a square style dash. The
Z28 got a new 3 piece front spoiler that wrapped around the front of the car along with restyled
graphics. The Type LT was dropped and replaced with the Berlinetta. Despite all the external
problems, the Camaro featured Type LT dropped, replaced with Berlinetta model. Custom
Interior: Includes glove compartment light and additional instrument cluster lighting, special
insulation, "Berlinetta" type seats, seat trim and door trim. Requires D35 sport mirrors. Engine:
LM-1 V8 with Revised exhaust, carburetion, and ignition timing, dropped horsepower to for

States versions and bhp in California. Torque was also slightly lower this year. Click here to see
the specific LM-1 Engine Components. Turbo Hydra-Matic optional, mandatory in California.
Clutch: 11 inch diameter. Rear Axle : Ratios were 3. Rear 9. Stabilizer 1. Identical to and
unchanged from Rear Suspension: Spring rate lb. Rear Stabilizer. Identical and unchanged
since Steering : Power assist, straight Identical to Click here to see the specific Z28 Chassis
Specifications. Other Options, equipment, facts: New 3 piece front spoiler added. Headlight
bezels and window trim were black anodized, not chrome. Functional "gill" style fender vents,
and a non-functional "stinger" style hood scoop continued, along with a simulated Rope
wrapped steering wheel, unique to the Z Total Production: 84, Z28 Camaro. From people who
know what performance is all about. Tri-color decal separates upper color from body color.
Tri-color rally sport decals on fenders and deck lid. Available lower body color choices were: Lt.
Click here to view a: Rally Sport Camaro GM Photo Nice Rally Sport Camaro Berlinetta Included Custom Interior, bright upper and lower grille, bright windshield and rear window
moldings, dual pin stripe treatment, body color sport mirrors D35 , argent applique on rear
panel, specific trim and either polycast wheels PE1 or color-keyed aluminum wheels N90, 14 x
7" optional. Option U05 dual horns and U14 Special Instrumentation were also standard
equipment. Trim Tag Norwood Built Camaro. For information purposes only. All rights reserved.
The days of taking it out for a cruise on a nice summer day are behind me. One trip I took to a
local ice cream stand just after I bought it seemed fun at the time, but now I feel reckless for
doing it. I'd be happy to have some of those miles back right now. You see, there are exactly 8.
Such are the concerns of Foster, Rhode Island, resident Jim Biagioni, owner of what is very
likely the lowest original-mileage '79 Camaro Z28 left on the planet. With an actual, documented
2, Once the digits roll and the odometer displays 3, miles, well, it's a different car, isn't it? This
is why there are no action shots in this feature story. Taking the car out for a spin was out of the
question. Not that a stone stock '79 Z28 -- with its hp LM1 -- is likely to set your hair on fire, but
we typically like to spend some seat time just to get into the mood of our feature cars. Not this
time. In fact, moving the car around for pictures was done with an eye on minimizing the
distance travelled by the rear wheels. After all, whether the engine is running or not, if the
driveshaft is rotating, the oily end of the speedometer cable tickles the odometer. That's why we
shot all pictures in Jim's driveway and garage, probably nudging the odometer another feet
closer to its critical turning point. So how did this particular Camaro see so little use? The
original buyer was married to a petite woman who had difficulty seeing over the hood. She was
afraid she would bop the Camaro's urethane nose cap into an unseen object and mess it up.
The high-back bucket seats and thick B-pillars didn't bolster her confidence when backing up,
either. So rather than trade it in for something smaller -- perhaps a new Chevette Scooter -- the
owner, a meticulous professional carpenter, parked it. As the pictures confirm, the fellow had a
knack for noodling with the car despite the fact he rarely drove it. First, the headlamps and front
turn-signal openings were fitted with those translucent smoked-plastic lenses that were so
popular back in the day. And as any second-generation F-Body owner can attest, the large
curved backlight GM added to the '75 and beyond models may look fantastic, but elevated in-car
temperature was also part of the deal. To address the problem, numerous aftermarket suppliers
conjured window slats, which were extremely popular. The underside of the car also received
some attention, for better or worse. It seems the carpenter had several cans of light blue spray
paint on hand and decided to do some impromptu rust prevention. Though his work exhibits an
experienced eye for detail, we had hoped this car would offer a look at a truly unmolested Z28
undercarriage. It was not to be. With the car placed on the Biagioni family garage lift, the first
impulse was to assume that the light blue finish seen in the photos was some sort of overspray
from when the body ran through the paint booth. But as it was several shades lighter than the
factory-applied Dark Blue paint, it didn't make sense. Close inspection revealed wisps of
overspray on the brake lines, proof that the light blue was added after the car was fully
assembled. If we hadn't seen these telltale signs, we'd have been open to the idea that GM was
applying the color as rust prevention, while expending leftover stocks of surplus paint. That's
how good the masking work was around the bolt-on front subframe, exhaust system, and other
undercar components. In hindsight, this day-two protection was beneficial to the car, since its
New England storage location was not fully isolated from seasonal changes. Proof of this is an
average level of surface rust on anything that left the Norwood, Ohio, assembly plant in a raw
state. The leaf springs, axlehousing, exhaust system, antiroll bars, brake drums, and calipers
were not coated with paint and quickly rusted from exposure to Rhode Island air, despite the
car's indoor storage. Had this car lived in Arizona or New Mexico, it would be a very useful
restoration guide for second-generation Camaro enthusiasts. Still, aside from the modest
undercar surface blemishes, the rest of the vehicle is rock-solid and completely original. Jim
tells us he wasn't aware of the car's ultralow mileage when he first spotted it with a For Sale

sign on the windshield more than a year ago. Closer inspection revealed total originality and at
the time a mere 2, miles on the odometer. Aside from his interest in the car, Jim figured that "a
low-mile, special-interest car like the Z would be a much smarter investment than keeping my
money in the bank. So I went back to the seller, verified the mileage, and we made a deal that
was several thousand less than the initial asking price. Jim says he's often tempted to take the
Camaro for a spin, but it's Josh who reminds him not to. Besides, Jim has a rare '87 Monte
Carlo Aerocoupe for fun. Instead, the Z28 has been trailered to occasional shows as a curiosity,
where it draws crowds every time. Charles, Illinois, where the motto is "worn in. It's that reliable.
Close Ad. Steve Magnante writer. Share on Facebook Share on Twitter. Camaro took advantage
of its ever-increasing sales and changed very little from the slightly restyled version. It did,
however, include new bucket seats and a custom cloth interior. On the outside, the model
distinguished itself with aluminum wheels and dual body pin striping. A new suspension was
designed to give drivers a smoother ride, and it also had custom-tuned engine mounts. But the
big story was the amount of sales for the Camaro. Total production was at a staggering ,, with
84, of those being Z28 models, which also was a record. In fact, production of the base coupe
actually dropped more than 20, as it gave way to production of the other models. Engine
options barely changed, though the base CID six-cylinder did get a five horsepower boost to
The standard V8 was a CID that actually lost 15 horsepower to a total of The special CID Z28
engine also lost horsepower and had a total of A third V8 that also was a engine was also
offered as an option and was rated at horsepower. Other changes were mostly options that were
offered. Cassette decks were offered for the first time, and if the car had air conditioning, the
vents became integrated with the instrument cluster. Instead of the forced air units that
previously had served as the rear window defroster, there now was an electric grid in the
window. As mentioned above, the base coupe actually saw a decline in production, and totaled ,
for the year, as compared to , the year before. As the success of the Type LT had proven in
previous years, Camaro drivers wanted the option for a model that would include luxury trim for
their sports cars. The Berlinetta delivered by not only including more sophisticated trim, but
also improving the ride itself. The model had a total production run of 67,, which was about 1,
more than the Type LT the previous year. Always a popular option, production of the Rally Sport
edition rose to 19,, an increase of almost 7, from the year before. The Z28 model were the
knockout of the Camaro world for the year, with that total production at almost 85, The Camaro
and the Firebird had enjoyed the pony car class to themselves throughout the latter half of the
s, and it had the sales numbers to prove it. As most former competitors were discontinued, and
the Mustang beca
ford explorer trac sport
totyota 2009
lincoln continental 2009
me a compact car with the introduction of the Mustang II , the Camaro was free to be the only
offering for drivers who wanted a sporty but still fairly practical car. By , however, Ford had
gotten the message that buyers wanted little to do with the Mustang II any more and introduced
the third-generation Mustang in It was still hard to compare the two, as Mustang was still
smaller and, at least in part, catered toward the crowd concerned with fuel-economy. But it was
on its way to eventually competing with the Camaro again, and proved this year that it could still
outsell the Camaro. These Camaros are very pleasing on the eyes. However, performance was
acceptable and the cars did look good. And sale took off, to the highest levels ever. Today,
these are some of the most affordable collectible Camaros. Save my name, email, and website
in this browser for the next time I comment. Muscle Car Specifications Performance Model.
Overall rating. The Best Selling Camaro Ever! You may also like.

