1988 honda magna

The introduction of this engine on the Magna and the Sabre in , was a milestone in the evolution
of motorcycles that would culminate in with the introduction of the Interceptor V4. While
Honda's release of their V4 technology in the Magna and other bikes like the Sabre and
Interceptor was certainly a bold move, it was somewhat overshadowed by at least one problem.
One was the decline of motorcycle sales after the boom in the s. While Honda quality was a
given and the number of features provided in these bikes was great, they were still relatively
expensive bikes at the time. An expensive, complex bike was difficult to sell in a down market.
The second was the manufacturing and engineering problems encountered after the release in
Though criticized for its long-distance comfort and lauded mainly for its raw acceleration, [2] [3]
the Magna was the bike of choice for Doris Maron, a Canadian grandmother and
accountant-turned-traveler who toured the world solo by motorcycle. She made the trek without
the benefit of the support crew that usually accompanies riders in adventures depicted in such
films as Long Way Round. The Honda Magna of years â€” incorporated a number of unique
features into a cruiser market dominated by V-twin engines. The V4 engine configuration
provided a balance between torque for good acceleration and high horsepower. The degree
layout produced less primary vibration, and the four cylinders provided a much smoother
delivery of power than a V-twin. Good engine balance, plus short stroke and large piston
diameter allowed for a high redline and potential top speed. Besides the engine configuration,
the bike had water cooling, a six-speed transmission for good economy at highway speed, and
common on other middleweight bikes for Honda in the early s, shaft drive. While the shaft drive
is very convenient with virtually no maintenance required and no oil getting slung around , it
also robbed some power from where it was more evidently lacking on in town or lower speed
riding. Features like twin horns, hydraulic clutch, and an engine temperature gauge add nice
touches to the bike. A coil sprung, oil bath, air preload front fork with anti-dive valving was an
improvement, although the Magna did not benefit from the linkage based single shock that was
on the Sabre and Interceptor. The first generation V45 Magna has a round chrome headlight and
fenders. The headlight is a sealed beam type. The front disc brakes have straight grooves, dual
piston calipers, and TRAC anti-dive. The compression is The V45 Magna is the same as the
model with some differences. Early in the model year, the headlight was changed to a
non-sealed beam unit with a replaceable halogen bulb. The fuel tank and side covers are black.
The front disc brake grooves are curved. The US government imposed tariff rate hikes for
foreign-built motorcycles over cc in order to combat their rise in sales in North America, and to
aid the domestic motorcycle manufacturers, namely Harley-Davidson. The headlight changed
from round chrome to a rectangular chrome housing. The seats were changed to a wider 2 piece
design in an attempt to improve rider comfort. The rear shocks also changed to eliminate the
extra fluid reservoir. The wheels were different as well. Honda only made the VF for the late part
of , , , and , then back to the VF after that. The first part of , the Magnas were VF Models from to
were unique in their use of a larger primary fuel tank and smaller sub-tank. The sub-tank is
located almost in the position of a side cover, well below the level of the carburetor banks and
has a low-fuel sensor incorporated into the body. Owing to the low seat height much lower than
in a standard street bike and cruiser styling of the bike, the main tank is relatively small.
Because the bottom end of the sub-tank is so low, all bikes in this family have a fuel pump to
get the fuel up into the carburetors. In practice, the fuel pump adds more complexity to a
carbureted bike which otherwise doesn't need pressure-fed fuel. Beginning in models, the
sub-tank was dropped in favor of a slightly larger and wider main tank. Again because the
reserve level of the tank was below the carburetor, the requisite fuel pump and series of fuel
lines were kept. The engine is almost entirely identical to the version in the Interceptor VFF
sport bike, and while Honda sold the VFC Magna in the United States, it advertised it as the
"most powerful midsize custom in the world". This standard motorcycle was introduced as a
balanced bike that was just as enjoyable yet easier to ride in town than its larger Magna
siblings, with good power and a broad torque band. Thanks to its V4 design, power in the
engine is not peaky and ample torque can be found throughout the rev band, and the six-speed
transmission ratio was unique to this bike versus the ratio on the VFF. The Magna had no shaft
drive like its larger siblings, but a traditional chain drive. Various mechanical and cosmetic
changes were introduced over the years, but the basic core of the Magna remained the same.
The second generation Magna of ''88 was dubbed the Super Magna by aficionados of the bike,
though it was not an official Honda name. In countries other than the US, the Magna continued
as a Like the original Sabre and VF , this Magna engine uses a degree crankshaft and
chain-driven double-overhead camshafts. Thus, the VFC unit is technologically quite different
from Honda's last V-four sport bike engine, the VFR Interceptor, which had gear-driven
overhead cams and a degree crankshaft. For , the fake airbox covers were wrinkle black with a
"Magna" emblem. The fake airbox emblem changes to "V45" for the model. The exhaust system

was now an upswept 4-into-4 set of pipes, truly unique in the cruiser world. Although the
exhaust pipes were a beautiful sight, they were not friendly to the use of saddlebags as they
were too high. The rear wheel was a solid aluminum disc. The chin fairing was unfinished black
plastic for the 87, and color-matched for the The second generation was also the first to have
the lower seat height of a mere The production numbers of and Magnas have never been
released by Honda. The Magna was launched in as an early release model. Honda sought to
capture the market for powerful cruisers by lifting the engine from the VFR and slotting it in a
cruiser chassis. The engine itself was beautified by the addition of chrome and some extra fins,
and by the chromed 4 into 4 exhaust. A drum brake was used on the rear. A few internal
changes were made to the VFR engine for use in the Magna, including a different crankshaft, a
5-speed transmission and chain driven cams. Smaller carbs were also utilized. The changes
resulted in a stronger mid-range pull, and a very broad band of power. The design of the 3rd
generation Magna remained relatively unchanged over its lifetime. The tank decal was changed
in , and a miniature fairing was available on and Deluxe models. From Wikipedia, the free
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sample for this Honda bike. You can also compare bikes. Bought as a project bike but never
finished. No title. Great parts or project bike. Open to trades! Wife says sell Health reasons, just
finished surgery. Senior Citizen owned- Honda is in excellent condition, with 7, actual miles.
Please call me for more info. Might consider pickup trade. Very good, near mint vintage Honda
Super Magna with very low miles. Less than actual miles. I was going to keep and start riding
again however, plans changed. This was a very limited production style for the Magna series of
motorcycles. Please do any Self-research on this motorcycle you need, otherwise. All new
everything tires, hydraulics, carbs rebuilt everything it needed was replaced or repaired after
being in storage over 12 yrs. Black, tool, bag, sissy bar and highway pegs are only accessories,
very stock bike. Windshield included but it is hazed. Very hard to find this cult classic in this.
New Battery. Carbs just gone through and all gaskets and seals replaced in them. Have rear
seat and backrest. Runs Great! New rear tire. Superb condition. Only 13, original miles on it.
Aftermarket shield, custom backrest with built in fender rack, USB charger. Tires are very good.

Everything works perfectly, no issues. Start up and ride. I am the 3rd owner. The original owner
passed away and his wife gave the bike to his best friend. He kept the bike for about 5 years and
put miles on it. This bike is rare and very sought after. This one is really good shape minus the
dent I put in the top of the tank taking it for a tune up. Tires are new a season ago runs perfect
quick and fast. The back rest and luggage rack are original Honda line and even harder to find
then the bike. Awesome, Fast and Perfect Supermagna. All the Hondaline extras. Includes
owners and shopmanual. Absolutely nothing wrong with it, runs strong. For sale is a Honda V45
Magna Bike runs and drives great with no issues! Great starter bike or start to a custom project!
Financing available and we accept credit cards! Call or text for more details. Or come down to
Harper Motorsports and check it out. These don't come up for sale very often, I listed this bike a
couple months ago, I have dropped the price a lot. A lot of these were shipped to Europe and
back to Japan in the mid nineties. Very d. Very distinctive in appearance and extremely fast for a
cc bike. A racing engine on a cruiser bike. I have had many. Great running bike with brand new
tires. Really good condition. Has an extra cushion for seatMake an offer May trade for a larger
bike. Has an extra cushion for seat. For sale Honda magna vf Runs great. Overall good
condition for age. Really a fun bike. Great starter bike. Only selling because I have 3 kids and
zero time to ride. Has always been very reliable for me. Have had 10 years. Will be sad to see it
leave but would like it to go to a good home. Call cody four6four7. This bike is in good condition
and runs great. Rare super magna. Not many made like this. Tank has 2 small dents from pre
clark wire cable
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vious owner. I have new decals and rear seat and back rest with luggage rack. I am selling my
favorite motorcycle ever. I have not been able to ride it much the past few years. They are a bit
rare, only units were built in The original owner has passed away but he told my friend and I that
he watched it being unboxed from a crate at Andrews Honda here in Salem Ohio. He kept it
perfectly preserved up until he sold it to my friend in around He declared it was. City: Dothan,
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