1991 ford f150 wont start

Hi guys, I need help fixing my dad's truck. It's a F Ford truck. Whenever I turn the key, only the
dashboard lights come on, the engine won't start or crank. I bring the battery to Autozone to
check and its still good. What might be the reason? Any suggestion would be greatly
appreciated :. Brianator answered 2 years ago. You should test the starter itself, if you're not
sure how or comfortable doing it Autozone should be able to test it for you if you remove it from
the vehicle, best to take the alternator in for testing also. If all 3 pass you most likely have bad
or corroded connections at the battery, starter or alternator or a corroded, possibly broken
ground wire. SpaceBunny11 answered 2 years ago. Thank you everyone! Gonna let you guys
know what wrong with it later on. Picture below. That is a fender mounted starter solenoid, most
are mounted on the starter itself which is bolted on to the motor where it meets the
transmission. What Ninja was taking about is jumping the 2 large terminals on that to see if it
engages the starter but be ready for a few sparks to fly! So I got a new starter relay and
recharged the battery apparently it was very low, only 5v Now as soon as I connect the cable to
the battery, the truck dashboard lights went on WITHOUT even inserted the key??! What's next
guys? Just the cluster? That's odd. I'm wondering if that could be an issue with the headlight
switch, unhook the battery then the headlight switch and reconnect the battery and see what
happens. I'm not much of a believer of randomly buying and changing parts without some
process of elimination first as that can get expensive. Now what about the starting issue? No
luck starting the car, I can't even turn the key now. And like I said, without the key inserted all
the lights are on. I have to disconnect the battery so it won't die. I will try doing what you said
tomorrow. There may be wiring chaffing where it goes through the firewall or even in the
steering colum. Electric gremlins are the absolute worst and most time consuming to solve, I
have my own battle with one at the moment. GuruHDV15 answered about a year ago. Im having
similar issues exceptionally have no power to anything. No lights, no dash, I don't even get a
reading on my voltage gauge in the dash. I bring the battery to Autozone I started my truck one
morning while it was warming up it all of sudden it shutoff on me. I tried then to restart but it
would only crank over and nothing. I then tried to check for Gas at the fue I can only start My
truck when I jump start it from the starter solenoid with a screw driver. Other than that when I
put my key in the ignition, everything comes on even the chimes still it won't turn My truck
sounds like it's a dead battery but then we cranked it a couple of times now it just clicks so that
wud just be starter right?? Just replaced fuel pump EEC and starter relay got the spark and fuel
to the funeral still no start no. I have a different car. Content submitted by Users is not endorsed
by CarGurus, does not express the opinions of CarGurus, and should not be considered
reviewed, screened, or approved by CarGurus. Please refer to CarGurus Terms of Use. Content
will be removed if CarGurus becomes aware that it violates our policies. What to do? My F truck
won't start, no crank. Report Follow. Mark helpful. Your Answer:. Upload Photo Photo optional.
Related Questions. Start a new Ford F question. Sell Your Car Yourself With a simple, secure
transaction. Get Started. Search Ford F Questions. CarGurus Experts. Know more, shop wisely
Search. Related Models For Sale. Used Cars for Sale. Every time I turn the key to start my truck,
all I get is a click. I have looked at other forums and stuff, but I've only been able to figure out
that it's either my battery, wiring, solenoid, or starter. I took my battery to Walmart to get it
tested and they said it was good. Is there any way to isolate the problem so that I know it's
either the solenoid, starter, or wiring. Rowefast answered 3 years ago. Try jumping the solenoid
up on the fender, that is if it is not on the starter. Jump the battery cable stud to the small wire
stud. If It don't kick in then possibly the solenoid. Then jump between the 2 big studs. If the
starter is good it will kick in. You can also try tapping on starter with a hammer and have
someone starting vehicle at the same time if vehicle starts replace starter. PatJohn answered 3
years ago. I tried attaching the positive wire directly to the other end of the solenoid, but that
only shot sparks. I also got my dad to start the truck while I used a hammer to hit the starter. I
checked all the wire connections and they seemed fine. Any Ideas? There looks to be a starter
relay that two wires run to from the solenoid on the fender. That doesn't look to healthy. Try
cleaning up those two wires, relay and wire connectors look all rusty. And yea, you were
hooking a positive to a negative with that wire. Can't do that. So Its jumping between the small
terminal to the big terminal with the protective cap on it. That should energize the starter. Thats
what we want to see if it is a starter problem or that relay or solenoid. And that is a fuse-able
link on that red smaller wire, that black casing. It looks like it comes apart, there would be a fuse
in there. Check that out also. I understand what you mean by "big terminal with cap on it," but
what do you mean by small terminal? Do you mean the one marked in blue? Also, I cleaned up
the two smaller red wires connecting to the fender. When I used multimeter to measure from the
black wire on the solenoid to the red wire on the battery, it gave us an output. Does this mean
anything? Thanks a lot! The small wire you now have plugged back in, not the one circled in
blue, the wire on top. And yes you would get a reading across the red wire circled in red and the

black wire circled in blue, you should read battery voltage across those two. That does not
mean anything. Ok, so when I connect the top to the one that was capped, all I get is the same
click I get when I turn the key to start the truck. Ok here, do this. Since that is the old style
starter, the cable running to the starter is a positive cable. That runs up to that solenoid. There
is no power there at the moment. It is not a live wire, so hook up a jumper cable to the post of
the starter first. Make sure the clamp does not touch any metal part, only the post the cable is
attached too. Take the other end of the jumper cable and touch it to the positive on the battery.
Either the starter will work or it will not, indicating if the starter works or not. If this is a standard
transmission, make sure it is in neutral. Thank you so much! It started. So I need to replace the
solenoid. Going to head down to the auto parts store and pick it up! Thank Rowefast, your
answer just got me out of being stuck. Had nothing when turning key then intermittent clicking
when trying to start, so just pursued that the started was stuck, so was going to just take off for
repair. Did a google and found this post. So just connected a jump lead to the starter stud, then
the other end to battery positive for a second, instant start Well first time I forgot to turn the
ignition key on. Thought it was the transmission for a while as it was stuck in park on a hill, but
fine when started. Went to the local auto spares and just found a replacement solenoid, not
stock but modified the fixing bracket and worked a treat. Ajnky84 answered 3 years ago. I have
the same problem. Started my truck and heard a crackling sound. Turned it off and now it only
clicks when I try to start it. Got a new solenoid and nothing It might be that you need to replace
your starter Either you have a bad starter, or your solenoid is improperly connected. I bought a
new starter and a Haynes Manuel. I've verified that the solenoid is hooked up right. I also tried
jumping the 2 big studs on the silinoid like suggested but nothing happened. So O'Day I'm
going to try to change the starter. I bought a new one last night. I say try because BOTH of the
bolts are stripped!!! Thekenster answered about a year ago. Before you do anything check the
starter relay not the solenoid!! I have a 91 f with a 5. It also poets some of the fuel system. I have
my fuel pump go out and I think that is what the cause was. But check that before anything big.
Also check the solenoid they are cheap and easy to start with!! Would not start in park. Turned
key and nothing ,jumped solenoid and starter engaged. Put in neutral and fired up every time.
Might be some of y'all's problem. Jhncollard answered about a year ago. Not an answer. One
loud click. No crank. Robert answered 9 months ago. No it is not correct. That small jumper wife
on the left looks like it needs to go to the top terminal with the black wire. As it is wired, you will
get an open circuit and never start the way it is currently wired. I have looked at other forums
and stuff, but I've only been able to figure out that it's either my battery, wiring, solenoid, or st
Have a f that will start and if I start it everyday do not have a problem. But if the truck sits for
three or more day it will just click sounds like solenoid. Need a little help were to start I
purchased this 4x4 truck six months ago. Dual tanks. It sat for several years or more. I added
fuel additives to the tanks because it is a gutless wonder. Even after running the old gas out of
My f is only getting 1 mpg, there is no leaks and I have checked filters. Do you know what the
problem could be? I have a different car. Content submitted by Users is not endorsed by
CarGurus, does not express the opinions of CarGurus, and should not be considered reviewed,
screened, or approved by CarGurus. Please refer to CarGurus Terms of Use. Content will be
removed if CarGurus becomes aware that it violates our policies. Report Follow. Mark helpful.
Best Answer Mark helpful. Your Answer:. Upload Photo Photo optional. Related Questions. Start
a new Ford F question. Sell Your Car Yourself With a simple, secure transaction. Get Started.
Search Ford F Questions. CarGurus Experts. Know more, shop wisely Search. Related Models
For Sale. Used Cars for Sale. There are many different issues that can cause the problem. This
article is written with the assumption that you are looking for a way to get your Ford F started
now, and is meant to provide you with practical advice to help aid in the diagnosis. There are
really two main ways that a vehicle will not start. Just use the jump list below to move to your
particular situation. But, there are less things to troubleshoot than if it were cranking but will
not start. Here are some of the most common issues that cause a vehicle to not crank:. While
the battery cables are not necessarily the most likely issue to cause your F to not start, they are
some of the easiest to diagnose. You can take a look at the battery poles where the cables
connect. If there appears to be green or white corrosion all around it, cleaning them may help
get you back on the road. If your battery no longer has enough charge to turn the starter, your F
will not start. You can take your battery up to the local parts store, or even Wal-Mart, and have it
tested to see if it is still holding a charge. A bad alternator can cause your battery to lose
enough charge to start your F When a starter goes bad, they will usually not give you much
warning first. Also, if you are stuck somewhere and are trying to start your F, the old beat the
starter with a hammer trick is not a wives tale. It really can get that one last start out of it. There
are a lot of issues that can cause your F to crank, but not start. The engine needs air, fuel, and a
spark in order to run. It is highly likely that if the engine is cranking, but not starting that it has

thrown an OBDII code. It is definitely worth it to use an OBDII scanner to check and see if the
engine has thrown any trouble codes. These codes will tell you what the computer is saying is
wrong with your engine. By looking them up on this site, or just Googling them in general will
lead you to a detailed diagnosis of that code. Without the proper amount of fuel getting into the
combustion chamber, the F will crank, but not start. One of the biggest issues that causes a
vehicle to crank but not start is ignition issues. When there is no spark, the engine will not start.
Ignition issues can be caused by many things, including bad spark plugs , bad coil packs, bad
plug wires, computer issues, and more. The crankshaft sensor can go bad as well. When these
sensors go bad, it can be impossible for your F to start. Most modern vehicles come with smart
keys that have electronic protection built in. This makes it more challenging for thieves to steal
them. There are occasions where this security system will cause the F to not start. There are a
lot of issues that can cause your F to not start. There are many reasons that your F may not
start. Tracking them down can be downright challenging. With enough time and patience, you
can diagnose exactly what is wrong. Good luck with the diagnosis. If there is anything that you
would like to add, please leave a comment below. Thank you. Battery Cables While the battery
cables are not necessarily the most likely issue to cause your F to not start, they are some of
the easiest to diagnose. Battery Charge If your battery no longer has enough charge to turn the
starter, your F will not start. Otherwise, it may be the starter that you need to look at. Ignition
Issues One of the biggest issues that causes a vehicle to crank but not start is ignition issues.
Security Most modern vehicles come with smart keys that have electronic protection built in.
Other Issues There are a lot of issues that can cause your F to not start. If the fuel pressure
regulator malfunctions or fails completely, one or more symptoms will occur. While testing will
need to be performed to verify the failure, if any of these symptoms are present, a faulty fuel
pressure regulator may be to blame. A fuel injected vehicle, with proper fuel pressure, will start
up quickly, if no other malfunctions are occurring. If the regulator has failed completely, the
vehicle will crank, but not start at all. Avoid cranking the starter for too long, or you will burn it
up and add the starter to your list of needed parts. Under acceleration, the vehicle should
accelerate smoothly no matter how hard or light the gas pedal is depressed. If the Ford will not
accelerate smoothly, but instead jerks and jumps under acceleration, your fuel pressure
regulator should be inspected. A poor fuel pressure regulator can also cause your Ford to stall
while idling or driving. While it will most likely occur while idling, it is not unheard of for the car
to stall while you are driving down the road. Gasoline needs air to burn. In an overly rich
scenario, there is not enough air for the mixture to achieve combustion; if there is too little air,
the combustion will also fail to occur. A faulty fuel pressure regulator can also be to blame for a
sudden decrease in fuel mileage. These symptoms can also occur with a plugged fuel filter,
failing fuel pump, or faulty PCM. In the event you have these symptoms, it is best to have the
entire fuel system inspected by a qualified Ford fuel system technician. Allen Moore's career
includes awards in poetry and creative fiction, published lyrics, fiction books and nonfiction
articles as well as a master certification in automotive service from the Ford Motor Company.
Moore is a contributing writer for RF Stalling A poor fuel pressure regulator can also cause your
Ford to stall while idling or driving. Poor Mileage A faulty fuel pressure regulator can also be to
blame for a sudden decrease in fuel mileage. Alternatives These symptoms can also occur with
a plugged fuel filter, failing fuel pump, or faulty PCM. Troubleshooting a no start problem on
your Ford 4. In this article, I'll shed some light on the most common problem areas and more
importantly, where to find the info you need to get to the bottom of the problem. Since a lot of
folks confuse a no crank condition with a no start condition, I'll clear it up right now:. In a no
start condition also known as a cranks but does not start your vehicle's starter motor is
cranking the engine but the engine is not starting. In a no crank condition, the engine is not
cranking when you turn the key to crank the engine. In other words, you turn the key and
nothing happens since the engine won't turn over. This usually due to a bad starter motor or a
bad starter
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motor solenoid. What's gonna' help you to 'hit the nail in the head' when diagnosing a no start
problem is that the issue will be in one of three distinct areas. It's either gonna' be in the ignition
system, or the fuel system, or in the engine mechanical. Remember, the engine needs air, fuel
and spark to start and when it's not starting, it's because one of these three components is
missing from the mix. OK, now that you now what are some of the components involved in
getting your Ford pick up van, SUV to start or not start, let's take a closer look at some testing
info in the next subheading. All Articles: 4. As an Amazon Associate, I may earn a small

commission from qualifying purchases from the Amazon product links from this website. Your
purchase helps support my work in bringing you real diagnostic testing information to help you
solve the problem! Page 1 Page 2. Contents of this tutorial:. Applies To:. Ford Vehicles:. Do NOT
follow this link or you will be banned from the site!

