2000 dodge caravan overheating

One of the worst problems that can happen to your Dodge Caravan is overheating. Common
symptoms of overheating include smoke coming from under the hood, a pegged temperature
gauge, and a blown head gasket. Overheating can cause a lot of expensive damage to the
engine. The water pump pushes the water through the entire system. The thermostat opens up
once the engine reaches operating temperature and allows coolant in. The most common
symptom of overheating is the temperature light coming on. If this light does come on, make
sure that you get off the road quickly and safely. Driving while overheating can cause long term
engine damage. It does this to relieve the pressure on the cooling system before lasting damage
can be done to it. If your Caravan is run for too long of a period while overheating, the head
gasket may blow. Bad head gasket symptoms include white smoke coming from the tail pipe,
rough idle, and oil in the coolant. Shutting down before it overheats, or as soon as you see that
it is overheating will usually prevent this from happening. If it is full, you can rule out low
coolant or a coolant leak, and skip the next section. Low coolant is the most common reason
that your Caravan will overheat. Low coolant is a symptom of a cooling system leak of some
kind. Here are some of the reasons that your coolant may run low:. There are a lot of places to
look for a radiator leak. In fact, you really should not need to take it off at all, unless the coolant
is leaking from the cap itself. A slow leak can be more difficult to find than a quick leak, since
the coolant can evaporate before it has a chance to show itself. It really does work well. Do you
have a lot of white smoke? When the cooling system itself is bad, usually the opposite will
happen. One of the most common reasons that a vehicle overheats is a bad thermostat. If your
radiator overflow is full and you radiator fan is kicking on , it is very likely that a bad thermostat
or bad water pump are causing your Caravan to overheat. Of these two, the thermostat fails
more often than the water pump. Has your belt been squeaking when you start up, or when you
are on the road? That can be an indication of a bad serpentine belt. When your water pump
does go bad, it will often leak water. This is due to the bearings inside of it going bad. A good
trick to tell if the water pump may be bad is to put it into neutral and rev the engine up a few
thousand RPM for a few seconds. If the temperature went down, that can indicate a bad water
pump. A dying pump may get spinning enough to move the coolant with the increase in RPM.
We hope this helps you find out why. If there is anything that you would like to add, please leave
a comment below. Good luck! If any part of this system fails, your Caravan will eventually
overheat. Dodge Caravan Overheating Symptoms Here are the most common symptoms of a
vehicle overheating. Blown Head Gasket If your Caravan is run for too long of a period while
overheating, the head gasket may blow. Low Coolant Low coolant is the most common reason
that your Caravan will overheat. Bad Thermostat A typical thermostat One of the most common
reasons that a vehicle overheats is a bad thermostat. The thermostat was removed from my
Dodge Caravan and we have never had any problem with it overheating until now, but ONLY if
the ac is off. The ac blows cold when its on. Tom answered 3 years ago. The AC requires the
engine cooling fan to operate at high speed so the extra speed of the fan is keeping the engine
cool.. OR , if you car has 2 fans than one of them quit. Lorenzo answered 2 years ago. I have 99
Dodge Grand Caravan that only overheats while driving. We changed the thermostat, water
pump and upper hose. A backyard mechanic put some block sealer in it and still overheating. I
have a different car. Content submitted by Users is not endorsed by CarGurus, does not
express the opinions of CarGurus, and should not be considered reviewed, screened, or
approved by CarGurus. Please refer to CarGurus Terms of Use. Content will be removed if
CarGurus becomes aware that it violates our policies. Report Follow. Mark helpful. Your
Answer:. Upload Photo Photo optional. Related Questions. Start a new Dodge Grand Caravan
question. Sell Your Car Yourself With a simple, secure transaction. Get Started. Search Dodge
Grand Caravan Questions. CarGurus Experts. Know more, shop wisely Search. Related Models
For Sale. Used Cars for Sale. Did you completely belch the system? If not air pockets in system
could be causing it to still over heat. Did it over heat real bad one time before you started
replacing parts? If so might have a blown head gasket. Check oil for a milky look. Also do a
compression check. Sorry but I just have to ask. Are you sure the thermostat was installed
correctly? Good call. I over looked the radiator cap sorry. It could also be causing the issue you
are having. Ladylovebonita answered 3 years ago. I have a question my mom van just started
over heating today but before that it would take a while to heat up so what could that be.
Chrisanne answered 2 years ago. I agree with exchange the water pump. It has been my
experience that more than not a rebuilt water pump will fail. GuruXM9NN answered 2 years ago.
Ann answered about a year ago. I have 99 Dodge Grand Caravan that only overheats while
driving. We changed the thermostat, water pump and upper hose. A backyard mechanic put
some block sealer in it and still overheating. I have a dodge grand caravan. Approx , miles on it.
In the last 3 months I have notices that my engine light keeps coming on. When traveling
around town under 50 mpr it only jerks once in The blower fan on my '06 Grand Caravan

stopped working over the course of several weeks. The fuse was good. I replaced the relay AND
then the blower motor. The blower still does not work. What next? I have a different car. Content
submitted by Users is not endorsed by CarGurus, does not express the opinions of CarGurus,
and should not be considered reviewed, screened, or approved by CarGurus. Please refer to
CarGurus Terms of Use. Content will be removed if CarGurus becomes aware that it violates our
policies. Report Follow. Mark helpful. Your Answer:. Upload Photo Photo optional. Related
Questions. Start a new Dodge Grand Caravan question. Sell Your Car Yourself With a simple,
secure transaction. Get Started. Search Dodge Grand Caravan Questions. CarGurus Experts.
Know more, shop wisely Search. Related Models For Sale. Used Cars for Sale. I had the
thermostat replaced. It is not overheating as quickly now. However it does still overheat when I
am driving, but when I sit in park the gauge goes down slightly. I know nothing about cars so
can you please tell me what you think it might be. Do you. Hello, When the car is over heating
can you hear the cooling fan on? If not please follow this guide to get them fixed. Was this
answer. I have replaced the thermostat with an OEM thermostat. I have replaced the radiator cap
OEM. I haev flushed the system. I replaced the water pump about a year ago. The upper radiator
hose is hot when the engine is running and is stiff but the radiator cap is ice cold. The heater is
also blowing out only cold air. Aside from replacing the radiator and water pump again I think
I've tried everything. Please help! Heater problem Dodge Caravan 6 cyl While driving down the
highway the temp light came on and the enginge got very hot. I put the heater on and the car did
not overheat. After driving for a few more minutes to get off the highway the temp light went off
and the temp gauge went to normal and stayed there until I returned home. This has happened a
few times now. The heater does not work very well. What could the problem be? You need to
check your coolant level in the radiator and pressure test the system if it's low, which it likely is.
Don't put this off as it's very easy to do serious engine damage with heat. I bought the van back
in Oct drove it about two weeks then it started over heating. Fixed it then a few weeks later it did
it again I parked it until three days ago we changed the water pump and alternator brought it
home from my neighbors yard and it started over heating again. Changed the radiator in it today
because we found it was cracked, it did well took it on a small ride to the gas station and store
came home and it started over heating again. What else could it be? I have spent all of my
money trying to make this thing work right and it still is not. The first thing to check is if the
radiator fan is turning on when the engine gets hot. The fan is not needed at higher speeds
when natural air flow is sufficient. At what speeds does the overheating occur? I knew I forgot
to put something in there. We also changed the fans it is a duel fan. I apologize. It starts to over
heat when I am stopped or almost stopped. Follow the upper radiator hose to the engine. Right
in that area will be a two-wire coolant temperature sensor. Unplug that while the ignition switch
is on. The engine does not have to be running. The fan should turn on when that sensor is
unplugged. If it does, that system is working and we have to look somewhere else. How would
you know if the head gaskets are bad? Where would you find the engine coolant if the heads or
gaskets are bad? I did not go there first because your engine does not have a history of leaking
head gaskets. I have one in my daily driver Grand Voyager, and my Dynasty. Dead fans are the
better suspect. If a head gasket is leaking, you will be be losing coolant. There is a quick
chemical test that can be performed at the radiator, with the engine running. Air is drawn
through a glass cylinder with two chambers partially-filled with a special dark blue liquid. If
combustion gases are present, the liquid will turn bright yellow. You can also add a small bottle
of dark purple dye to the coolant, then check a day or two later with a black light. The dye will
show up as a bright yellow stain that you can follow back to the source. If a head gasket is
leaking, you will find the dye inside the tail pipe. Auto parts stores will have the dye, and those
that rent or borrow tools should have a black light. Remember, the cooling fans are not needed
at higher speeds. If the overheating only occurs at low speeds or when stopped, it's more likely
to be a fan issue. Cool weather right now - so it's not that. Thought is was low on coolant, so I
filled it up. I always squeeze the lower radiator hose for air bubbles. Next day - same problem.
Runs for maybe an hour or so and whamo. Going up hill does seem to make it worse. Water
pump was replaced last year. Serpentine belt okay. Don't notice any drips or leaks. Maybe a
plugged heater core? It seems like this van has been susceptible to overheating fairly easy for
some time. Hi jasony, Welcome to 2carpros and TY for the donation. Check and test the
thermostat if okay, check the radiator if its clogged and water pump circulating coolant both
okay could be airlock in the system try bleeding it don't work -Get it block and pressure tested. I
replaced the fans could I still have problems with it? Feel the old fans to see if one is hard to
spin. A motor with tight bearings will draw high current and blow a fuse. That would be fuse 27,
a amp under the hood. I will be back tomorrow to see how you are doing. My typing fingers have
frozen into little Popsicles! Would you recommend putting stop leak in my van? I have a leak
and I am seeing it come out of my exhaust. Don't waste your money on those

"mechanics-in-a-can". If a head gasket is leaking, chemicals aren't going to stop that. The
coolant level will be dropping in the reservoir. Be aware one of the byproducts of a
properly-working catalytic converter is water vapor. It is normal to see water dripping from the
tail pipe and the drain hole at the back of the muffler. We found the problem I have a bad gasket.
We are goingvtp replace them all. Thanks for all your help. Is that a bad head gasket? Keep me
posted on your progress. I am having problems with overheating in my Dodge Caravan.
Problem: The temp gauge will go to halfway which is where it normally sits for a while but then
after about minutes give or take 5 minutes it will slowly or relatively quickly move towards hot.
Sometimes it gets to hot, sometimes not and will generally stay there for a few minutes then
work its way back down to normal. Today it got to hot so I pulled over and some coolant
spewed out of the cap and more from the overflow container. I then started the car and made
the short trip home. The problem seems quite random but it does seem to be aggravated by
working uphill or stuck in traffic. Both fans appear to be working correctly and work harder as
the engine gets hotter. There does not appear to be any trace of coolant I the engine oil. I have
replaced the temperature sensor and thermostat. Any ideas? Try bleeding the cooling
system-don't work-check water pump operation if it continues do a chemical and pressure tests
Was this answer. Please login or register to post a reply. Is This An overheating engine is never
a good thing to have happen. If the problem is caught quickly you can save the headache of a
major engine repair and possibly having to buy a Also Can Van The Radiator Fan Runs
Sponsored links. Ask a Car Question. It's Free! If your Dodge Caravan overheats, Dodge
recommends that you reduce speed and pull over as soon as possible. If the temperature gauge
does not quickly return to the normal range, turn the engine off and have your Caravan towed
and serviced. The No. Check your coolant when the engine is cool, and top it off as needed. If
your coolant is low, check all cooling system components for leaks, including the heater core
hot-water lines, and repair them as necessary. Sometimes, after adding coolant during a
maintenance or service, an air bubble can become trapped within the cooling system, causing
an air lock to form that prevents the coolant from circulating and carrying off waste heat
properly. You can evacuate the air from the system using the Dodge Coolant Refiller, part No.
Top off the coolant in the reservoir after evacuating the air. Various mechanical failures can
cause your engine to overheat. A failed radiator cap will prevent the system from developing the
pressure necessary to raise the boiling point of the coolant, leading to coolant loss through the
reservoir. Loss of circulation due to a bad thermostat, degraded radiator hoses, damaged or
clogged radiator or a loose water pump drive belt can also lead to overheating. Sometimes the
air movement needed to effectively carry off heat from the radiator is insufficient. This can be
caused by debris, such as bugs and leaves, clogging the cooling fins of the radiator, or a failure
of your cooling fan. The electric cooling fans can fall prey to failures in the fan motor, bad
temperature sensors, blown fuses and bad connections. The Caravan is equipped with two
cooling fans in an integrated unit, and neither are sufficient to cool the engine by itself, so if one
of the fan motors goes bad then both fans must be replaced. The 2. Neither engine has a history
of recalls, TSB's or persistent customer complaints pertaining to overheating, so there seems to
be no inherent cooling problems with the
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se engines. But when any engine severely overheats, oil viscosity breaks down and the
machined parts in the engine can expand and become larger than their bores. The valves can
stick in the guides, preventing the springs from retracting them and allowing the valves to
contact the pistons, damaging both components. As the pistons swell, they will begin to gall, or
transfer material from the piston onto the cylinder wall. This material can then destroy your
rings and further damage the piston as it reciprocates in the cylinder. If allowed to reach high
enough temperatures, or if cooled too quickly, the head can expand and crack, rendering it
useless. Be sure to attend to any cooling issues in a prompt manner to avoid the engine-killing
effects of overheating. Avoid using propylene-glycol coolant, and never mix coolant types or
colors. The total cooling system capacity is His articles appear on InternetAutoGuide. What
Causes a Dodge Caravan to Overheat? Damage Caused by Overheating The 2.

