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The Pontiac Firebird is an American automobile that was built and produced by Pontiac from
the to model years. Designed as a pony car to compete with the Ford Mustang , it was
introduced on February 23, , simultaneous with GM's Chevrolet division platform-sharing
Camaro. The name "Firebird" was also previously used by GM for the General Motors Firebird in
the s and early s concept cars. The first generation Firebird had characteristic Coke bottle
styling shared with its cousin, the Chevrolet Camaro. Announcing a Pontiac styling trend, the
Firebird's bumpers were integrated into the design of the front end, giving it a more streamlined
look than the Camaro. Both a two-door hardtop and a convertible were offered through the
model year. Originally, the car was a "consolation prize" for Pontiac, which had desired to
produce a two-seat sports car based on its original Banshee concept car. However, GM feared
this would cut into Chevrolet Corvette sales, and gave Pontiac a piece of the " pony car " market
through sharing the F-body platform with Chevrolet. Power output of the other engines was
increased marginally. The styling difference from the to the model was the addition of
federally-mandated side marker lights : for the front of the car, the turn signals were made
larger and extended to wrap around the front edges of the car, and on the rear, the Pontiac
V-shaped Arrowhead logo was added to each side. The front door vent-windows were replaced
with a single pane of glass and Astro Ventilation, a fresh-air-inlet system. The model received a
major facelift with a new front end design but unlike the GTO, it did not have the Endura
bumper. The instrument panel and steering wheel were revised. A total of hardtops and eight
convertibles were made. Due to engineering problems that delayed the introduction of the
all-new Firebird beyond the usual fall debut, Pontiac continued production of model Firebirds
into the early months of the model year the other Pontiac models had been introduced on
September 18, By late spring of , Pontiac had deleted all model-year references on Firebird
literature and promotional materials, anticipating the extended production run of the
then-current models. Replacing the "Coke bottle" styling was a more "swoopy" body style,
while still retaining some traditional elements. The top of the rear window line going almost
straight down to the lip of the trunk lid, a look that was to epitomize F-body styling for the
longest period during the Firebird's lifetime. The new design was initially characterized by a
large B-pillar , until when the rear window was enlarged. The difference between the GTO and
Firebird engines was that the secondary carburetor's throttle linkage had a restrictor which
prevented the rear barrels from opening completely, [1] adjusting the linkage could allow full
carburetor operation resulting in identical engine performance. For the and model years, all
Firebirds equipped with radios had the antennas mounted "in-glass" in the windshield. During a
strike, the Firebird and the similar F-body Camaro were nearly dropped. Again the HO was the
only engine available for the Trans Am. Starting in , and continuing until , the Firebird was only
produced at the Norwood, Ohio , facility. That rating appeared in published model year Pontiac
literature, which had been printed prior to the "pre-production" engines "barely passing"
emissions testing, and the last minute switch to what became the production engine. The model
year production literature listed the specifications of the production engine SAE net
horsepower. In and , a special version of the , called the Super Duty SD , was offered. The SD
consisted of a strengthened cylinder block that included four-bolt main bearings and added
material in various locations for improved strength. Original plans called for a forged crankshaft
, although actual production SDs received nodular iron crankshafts with minor enhancements.
Forged rods and forged aluminum pistons were specified, as were unique high-flow cylinder
heads. The code cam identical grind to the RAIV "" cam was originally specified for the SD
engine and was fitted into the "pre-production" test cars source: former Pontiac special
projects engineer McCully , one of which was tested by both Hot Rod and Car and Driver
magazines. However, actual production cars were fitted with the milder cam and 1. This cam
and rocker combination, combined with a low compression ratio of 8. Production SD cars did
not have functional hood scoops, while the "pre-production" test cars did. This is also
consistent with the SAE net horsepower factory rating as measured at the crankshaft. Skip
McCully verified that no production SDs released to the public were fitted with the cam. When
asked about the compromises for the production SD engine, McCully responded,
"Compression, camshaft, jetting, and vacuum advance. However, that proved to be impossible
due to the emissions regulations of the era. This appeared in Super Stock and Drag Illustrated.
Pontiac offered the through the model year, but the engine could not meet tightening
restrictions on vehicle emissions. A total of 7, were produced with the engine. The models
featured a redesigned "shovel-nose" front end and new wide "slotted" taillights. A Firebird was
driven by Jim Rockford in the pilot movie and the first season â€” of The Rockford Files ; every
following season, Rockford would change to the next model year. However, in the sixth season
â€” , Rockford continued to drive the Firebird from season five, as the star, James Garner ,
disliked the model's restyled front end. The cars in the show were badged as lower-tier Esprit

models, but were Formulas with the twin-scoop hood replaced with a scoopless one. Another
hint was the twin exhausts and rear anti-roll bars that were not used on Esprit. The models
featured a new wraparound rear window with a revised roofline and the turn signals were moved
up from the valance panel to the grills which distinguished it from the previous year model. The
Super Duty engine, Muncie four-speed, and TurboHydramatic automatic were no longer
available in Due to the use of catalytic converters starting in , the THM would not fit alongside
the catalytic converter underneath the vehicle. The smaller TurboHydramatic automatic was
deemed enough. The was standard in the Trans Am and the was optional for both and models.
Pontiac celebrated its 50th anniversary year in A removable T-top developed by Hurst was
optional, but proved problematic. A slanted-front facelift occurred in Early built versions were
supplied with an off-center scoop. In addition, California and high-altitude cars received the
Olds engine, which offered a slightly higher compression ratio and a more usable torque band
than the Pontiac engines of From to , the Firebird used four square headlamps, while the
Camaro continued to retain the two round headlights that had been shared by both
second-generation designs. Changes for were slight, with a switch from a honeycomb to a
crosshatch pattern grille being the most obvious from the outside. The limited touring package
LT also included a cabin roof, door, fender and hood graphics scheme, the Trans-Am sports
handling package with HD gas shocks, modular alloy wheels, and the SE Trans-Am rear deck
spoiler with "Formula" word graphic detail. T-tops in transitioned from Hurst units to Fisher GM
in mid-year. Painted in Roman Red with a matching red interior it had a Gold pinstripe treatment
with Red Bird graphics on the b-pillars. It also utilized the Trans-Am style steering wheel and
dash except these were finished with gold spokes and a gold dash face which was unique to the
Red Bird option. The engineers also revised the compression ratio in the ci through the
installation of different cylinder heads with smaller combustion chambers Pontiac engines also
had the heads bolted to the blocks, these heads were known as the 6x-4 heads and were taken
from the Pontiac The front end was restyled for , which also marked the 10th anniversary of the
Trans Am. A limited-edition anniversary package was made available: platinum silver paint with
charcoal gray upper paint accents and mirrored t-tops, and a special interior featuring silver
leather seats with custom-embroidered Firebird emblems and aircraft-inspired red lighting for
the gauges. The 10th-anniversary cars also featured special 10th-anniversary decals, including
a Firebird hood decal that extended off of the hood and onto the front fenders. The only option
on these cars was the engine the was not certified for California, nor was cruise control
available with it , which dictated the transmission and the gear ratio 3. Car and Driver magazine
named the Trans Am with the WS6 performance package the best handling car of In Pontiac
sold , Trans Ams, the highest sold in a year. In , ever-increasing emissions restrictions led
Pontiac to drop all of its large-displacement engines. The , offered in as a credit option, was
now the standard engine. Options included a turbocharged or the Chevrolet small block. The
turbocharged used a Garrett TB turbo forcing air through a single Rochester Quadrajet 4-barrel
carburetor, which was, however, too antiquated to take full advantage of the forced air from the
turbo. Also, low-octane 87â€”90 fuels would have led to severe detonation had it not been for
the engine control unit , which led to the cars feeling not very powerful at all. Some owners have
claimed quite reasonable performance numbers with the modern fuels though. In the final year
of the second-generation Firebirds , Trans Am still used the same engines as it had in the
previous model year, with the only change being the addition of a new electronic carburetion
system. In the later second-generation cars, Norwood used lacquer-based paint there is an "L"
on the cowl tag , and Van Nuys used water-based paint there is a "W" on the cowl tag , due to
California's tightening pollution regulations. The water-based paint often failed and delaminated
during the warranty period and subsequently, cars had to be repainted. The availability and cost
of gasoline two fuel crises had occurred by this time meant the weight and the fuel
consumption of the third-generation had to be considered in the design. In F-body development,
both the third generation Firebird and Camaro were proposed as possible front-wheel drive
platforms, but the idea was scrapped. Computerized engine management was in its infancy, and
with fuel efficiency being the primary objective, it was not possible to have high horsepower
and torque numbers. They did manage to cut enough weight from the design so that
acceleration performance would be better than the models. They also succeeded in reducing
fuel consumption, offering a four-cylinder Firebird that would provide 34 miles per US gallon 6.
They created a modern platform so that when engine technology advanced, they would have a
well-balanced package with acceleration, braking, handling, and aerodynamics. The Firebird
and Camaro were completely redesigned for the model year, with the windshield slope set at 62
degrees, about three degrees steeper than anything GM had ever tried before , and for the first
time, a large, glass-dominated hatchback that required no metal structure to support it. Two
concealed pop-up headlights, a first on the F-Body cars, were the primary characteristic that

distinguished the third generation Firebird from both its Camaro sibling and its prior form a
styling characteristic carried into the fourth generation's design. Wind tunnels were used to
form the new F-Body platform's shape, and Pontiac took full advantage of it. The aerodynamic
developments extended to the finned aluminum wheels with smooth hubcaps and a functional
rear spoiler. However, any buyer ordering this option could only order the cu in 5. The
Notchback was a special fiberglass rear deck lid, replacing the long-sloped window with a short
vertical rear window, resembling the back of a Ferrari GTO. Approximately of these Notchbacks
were built in and offered for sale by Pontiac. Promotion was only in the form of a sheet in the
back of a notebook of available options. Problems with incorrect fitting of the Notchbacks to the
GTAs at the Van Nuys plant often resulted in delays of several months for buyers who wanted
this option. Pontiac had to repair them under warranty, sanding down the imperfections, and
repainting them, only to have more flaws resurface months later. Because of the poor quality
and numerous expensive warranty repairs and repainting, the Notchback was subsequently
canceled for the 20th Anniversary Turbo Trans Am, although a few were produced. The
fourth-generation Firebird amplified the aerodynamic styling initiated by the previous
generation. While the live rear axle and floorpan aft of the front seats remained largely the same,
ninety percent of the Firebird's parts were all-new. Standard manual transmissions were the T5
five-speed manual for the V6s, Borg-Warner's T56 six-speed manual for the V8s. The 4L60
four-speed automatic was optional for both in , becoming the 4L60E with built-in electronic
controls in Beginning mid-year onward, a Series II 3. From to , the sole engine for the Formula
and Trans Am was the 5. Steering wheel audio controls were included with optional uplevel
cassette or compact disc stereo systems. Beginning with model year cars, "Delco "-series
stereo systems replaced the previous Delco units. Also in , the fourth-generation convertible
was available; every Firebird and Camaro convertible featured a glass rear window with a
built-in electric defroster. The models were the same as those of previous years, but traction
control ASR: acceleration slip regulation was available for LT1 Firebirds, controlled by a switch
on the console. The steering wheels in all Firebirds were also changed; their optional built-in
audio controls were more closely grouped on each side. The "Trans Am GT" trim level was
dropped from the lineup after its model year run in For , all Trans Ams received mph
speedometers and Z-rated tires. The 'transmission perform' button was available only in the and
Formula and Trans Am. This option was stopped for the and later models, but the unused
connections remain available for and Formula and Trans Am. Firebird performance levels
improved for , with the establishment of the stronger hp 3. Optional performance enhancements
were available for each Firebird trim level; the Y87 performance packages for V6s added
mechanical features of the V8 setups, such as four-wheel disc brakes, faster-response steering,
limited-slip rear differential, and dual tailpipes. Bilstein shocks were a further option with the
package. The model year introduced standard air conditioning, daytime running lamps utilizing
the front turn signal lamps , digital odometers, and optional watt Monsoon cassette or compact
disc stereo systems to all Firebird trim levels. The WS6 "Ram Air" performance package was
now also an option for the Formula and Trans Am convertibles, although these convertibles did
not receive the inch wheel-and-tire combination. There were 41 Formula convertibles and Trans
Am convertibles produced from to with the WS6 package. In , in relation to the Camaro, the
Firebird received a mid-cycle refresh for the model year. Major changes included a new hood
and front fascia with dual intakes, retracting quad halogen headlights, circular turn signals and
fog lamps, a front license plate pocket, lower fender air vents, unified-style lower door raised
lettering for each trim level, and a new "honeycomb" rear light panel, with circular reverse
lamps. In the dashboard, "next-generation" reduced-force dual airbags became standard. As
before, the Formula and Trans Am again received a close derivative of the Corvette's 5. The
Formula convertible was no longer offered. Beginning in for models, a standard An electronic
brakeforce distribution EBD system replaced the old hydraulic proportioning valve for improved
brake performance. An enhanced sensing and diagnostic module SDM recorded vehicle speed,
engine rpm, throttle position, and brake use in the last five seconds prior to airbag deployment.
In , the WS6 performance package was available exclusively for model year Trans Am coupe
and convertible variants. For , more convenience items such as power mirrors and power
antenna became standard equipment, while cassette stereos were phased out. A total of
Firehawks were built for T-top Formula coupes and convertibles could also be optioned as
Firehawks beginning in For and , the Firehawk gained rectangular driving lights mounted inside
the front scoops and except Firehawk convertibles the Trans Am's elevated rear wing. A total of
29 LT4-powered Firehawks were produced. A 10th-anniversary Firehawk was available in ,
distinguished as a black Trans Am coupe units and convertible 16 units with gold-painted hood
stripes prototype only , gold vinyl stripes on hood and spoiler production , gold inch wheels,
and gold tailpipe tips. Trans Am GTs did not receive any special badging, graphics, or emblems,

and looked externally identical to the base Trans Am cars. Both base Trans Ams and Trans am
GTs could be ordered as a coupe, T-top, or convertible versions and were both available with
automatic or manual transmissions. Because the title is based on the VIN alone, titles and
registrations often list all of the packages, but it does not mean the car is equipped with any
certain package. It also featured white-painted, five-spoke, inch alloy wheels, and white leather
seats and door trim. This edition was available in either coupe or convertible form. An available
75th Anniversary Package incorporated a power and performance package that included power
door locks including retained accessory power, power windows including express down drivers
side, dual power sport mirrors, power antenna. There were a total of of these packages sold in ,
on the L36 Firebird, on the Formula W66 coupe, 5 on Formula Firehawks, and 2 on Trans-Ams.
The Trans Am was a specialty package for the Firebird, typically upgrading handling ,
suspension , and horsepower , as well as minor appearance modifications such as exclusive
hoods , spoilers , fog lights and wheels. Four distinct generations were produced between and
These cars were built on the F-body platform , which was also shared by the Chevrolet Camaro.
The second generation was available from to The GTA along with the Formula model that was
intended to fill the gap between the base model Firebird and mid-level Trans Am was the
brainchild of former Pontiac marketing manager Lou Wassel. It was intended to be the
"ultimate" Trans Am and was the most expensive Firebird available. The GTA equipment
package officially went on sale in and avoided a gas-guzzler tax thanks to its lightweight PW
inch gold cross-lace wheels. The high-performance WS6 suspension package was also re-tuned
to offer a more compliant ride while still maintaining tight handling characteristics. Engine
choices consisted of an L98 5. A five-speed manual was available but was mated to the 5. The
GTA trim level was available from through the model year. Beitzel and his team did most of the
TTA development work. The 3. The cars were then shipped back to PAS for final assembly,
testing, and quality control. Incidentally, the GTA chassis were selected at random, thus there is
no correlation between the VIN and production sequence number. The initial number of cars to
be produced had ranged from to 2, until GM finally settled on 1, In all, a total of 1, Turbo Trans
Ams were manufactured. One of these served as the Indianapolis pace car. From through , the
current model year Firebird was used, always finished in Copper Mist gold. For better stunt
performance, the cars were built to Formula specifications but were badged to look like the
luxury-focused Esprit. Both cars were driven by Burt Reynolds in the films. Aside from many
useful features, the car has a built-in computer that interacts with Knight with the voice by an
uncredited William Daniels. He was also an avid Firebird collector after filming the movies
Hooper and also the Smokey and the Bandit movie series. Firebirds were used in the Trans-Am
series in the s and s. When the Firebird Trans Am was released, there was controversy over the
model's inability to compete in the Trans-Am because the smallest available engine was too
large for use in the series at cubic inches 6. The name also caused controversy because it was
used without permission from the SCCA , who threatened suit. When the Trans-Am was last
seen, the model year Firebirds were in use. He used it for three seasons, winning the
championship in all three years. The Firebird body also replaced the Oldsmobile Cutlass in the
pro stock class in , forcing drivers Warren Johnson , Jerry Eckman, and Mark Pawuk to replace
their body styles for the year. None of them would win with the first year of the Firebird body,
but pro stock driver Jim Yates, a second-year driver, using the Firebird body, did. From
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the British Army comprises 80, regular full-time personnel and 30, reserve personnel. The
modern British Army traces back to , with an antecedent in the English Army that was created
during the Restoration in The British Army, composed primarily of cavalry and infantry, was
originally one of two Regular Forces within the British military those parts of the British Armed
Forces tasked with land warfare, as opposed to the naval forces , [12] with the other having
been the Ordnance Military Corps made up of the Royal Artillery , Royal Engineers , and the
Royal Sappers and Miners of the Board of Ordnance , which along with the originally civilian
Commissariat Department , stores and supply departments, as well as barracks and other
departments were absorbed into the British Army when the Board of Ordnance was abolished in
various other civilian departments of the board were absorbed into the War Office. Britain's
victories in these decisive wars allowed it to influence world events and establish itself as one
of the world's leading military and economic powers. Until the English Civil War , England never
had a standing army with professional officers and careerist corporals and sergeants. It relied
on militia organised by local officials or private forces mobilised by the nobility, or on hired
mercenaries from Europe. During the English Civil War, the members of the Long Parliament
realised that the use of county militia organised into regional associations such as the Eastern
Association , often commanded by local members of parliament both from the House of
Commons and the House of Lords , while more than able to hold their own in the regions which
Parliamentarians controlled, were unlikely to win the war. So Parliament initiated two actions.
The Self-denying Ordinance forbade members of parliament with the notable exception of Oliver
Cromwell from serving as officers in the Parliamentary armies. This created a distinction
between the civilians in Parliament, who tended to be Presbyterian and conciliatory to the
Royalists in nature, and a corps of professional officers, who tended to be Independent
Congregational in theology, to whom they reported. The second action was legislation for the
creation of a Parliamentary-funded army, commanded by Lord General Thomas Fairfax , which
became known as the New Model Army originally new-modelled Army. While this proved to be a
war-winning formula, the New Model Army, being organised and politically active, went on to
dominate the politics of the Interregnum and by was widely disliked. The New Model Army was
paid off and disbanded at the Restoration of the monarchy in For many decades the alleged
excesses of the New Model Army under the Protectorate of Oliver Cromwell were used as
propaganda and still feature in Irish folklore and the Whig element recoiled from allowing a
standing army. Calling up the militia was possible only if the king and local elites agreed to do
so. Charles II and his Cavalier supporters favoured a new army under royal control, and
immediately after the Restoration began working on its establishment. This became the
foundation of the permanent English Army. By it had grown to 7, soldiers in marching
regiments, and 1, men permanently stationed in garrisons. A rebellion in allowed James II to
raise the forces to 20, men. There were 37, in when England played a role in the closing stage of
the Franco-Dutch War. Parliament was very nervous and reduced the cadre to in Scotland and
Ireland had theoretically separate military establishments, but they were unofficially merged
with the English force. By the time of the Acts of Union , many regiments of the English and
Scottish armies were combined under one operational command and stationed in the
Netherlands for the War of the Spanish Succession. Although all the regiments were now part of
the new British military establishment, [3] they remained under the old operational-command
structure and retained much of the institutional ethos, customs and traditions of the standing

armies created shortly after the restoration of the monarchy 47 years earlier. The order of
seniority of the most-senior British Army line regiments is based on that of the English army.
Although technically the Scots Royal Regiment of Foot was raised in and is the oldest Regiment
of the Line, [33] Scottish and Irish regiments were only allowed to take a rank in the English
army on the date of their arrival in England or the date when they were first placed on the
English establishment. In , a board of general officers was convened to decide the rank of
English, Irish and Scots regiments serving in the Netherlands; the regiment which became
known as the Scots Greys were designated the 4th Dragoons because there were three English
regiments raised prior to when the Scots Greys were first placed in the English establishment.
In , when a new board of general officers was convened to decide the rank of several regiments,
the seniority of the Scots Greys was reassessed and based on their June entry into England. At
that time there was only one English regiment of dragoons, and the Scots Greys eventually
received the British Army rank of 2nd Dragoons. After British continental policy was to contain
expansion by competing powers such as France and Spain. Although Spain was the dominant
global power during the previous two centuries and the chief threat to England's early
transatlantic ambitions, its influence was now waning. The territorial ambitions of the French,
however, led to the War of the Spanish Succession [35] and the Napoleonic Wars. Although the
Royal Navy is widely regarded as vital to the rise of the British Empire , the British Army played
an important role in the formation of colonies, protectorates and dominions in the Americas,
Africa, Asia, India and Australasia. The war between the British and the First French Empire of
Napoleon Bonaparte stretched around the world; at its peak in , the regular army contained over
, men. The English were involved politically and militarily in Ireland since receiving the Lordship
of Ireland from the pope in The campaign of English republican Protector Oliver Cromwell
involved uncompromising treatment of the Irish towns most notably Drogheda and Wexford
which supported the Royalists during the English Civil War. In addition to its conflict with Irish
nationalists, it was faced with the prospect of battling Anglo-Irish and Ulster Scots in Ireland
who were angered by unfavourable taxation of Irish produce imported into Britain. With other
Irish groups, they raised a volunteer army and threatened to emulate the American colonists if
their conditions were not met. Learning from their experience in America, the British
government sought a political solution. Inspired by the successes of the Prussian Army which
relied on short-term conscription of all eligible young men to maintain a large reserve of
recently-discharged soldiers, ready to be recalled on the outbreak of war to immediately bring
the small peacetime regular army up to strength , the Regular Reserve of the British Army was
originally created in by Secretary of State for War Sidney Herbert , and re-organised under the
Reserve Force Act, Prior to this, a soldier was generally enlisted into the British Army for a 21
year engagement, following which should he survive so long he was discharged as a Pensioner.
Pensioners were sometimes still employed on garrison duties, as were younger soldiers no
longer deemed fit for expeditionary service who were generally organised in invalid units or
returned to the regimental depot for home service. The cost of paying pensioners, and the
obligation the government was under to continue to employ invalids as well as soldiers deemed
by their commanding officers as detriments to their units were motivations to change this
system. The long period of engagement also discouraged many potential recruits. The long
service enlistments were consequently replaced with short service enlistments, with
undesirable soldiers not permitted to re-engage on the completion of their first engagement.
The size of the army also fluctuated greatly, increasing in war time, and drastically shrinking
with peace. Battalions posted on garrison duty overseas were allowed an increase on their
normal peacetime establishment, which resulted in their having surplus men on their return to a
Home station. Consequently, soldiers engaging on short term enlistments were enabled to
serve several years with the colours and the remainder in the Regular Reserve, remaining liable
for recall to the colours if required. Among the other benefits, this thereby enabled the British
Army to have a ready pool of recently-trained men to draw upon in an emergency. The name of
the Regular Reserve which for a time was divided into a First Class and a Second Class has
resulted in confusion with the Reserve Forces , which were the pre-existing part-time,
local-service home-defence forces that were auxiliary to the British Army or Regular Force , but
not originally part of it: the Yeomanry , Militia or Constitutional Force and Volunteer Force.
These were consequently also referred to as Auxiliary Forces or Local Forces. The
lateth-century Cardwell and Childers Reforms , which gave the army its modern shape and
redefined its regimental system. Great Britain was challenged by other powers, primarily the
German Empire and the Third Reich , during the 20th century. A century earlier it vied with
Napoleonic France for global pre-eminence, and Hanoverian Britain's natural allies were the
kingdoms and principalities of northern Germany. By the middle of the 19th century, Britain and
France were allies in preventing Russia's appropriation of the Ottoman Empire , although the

fear of French invasion led shortly afterwards to the creation of the Volunteer Force. By the first
decade of the 20th century, the United Kingdom was allied with France by the Entente Cordiale
and Russia which had a secret agreement with France for mutual support in a war against the
Prussian -led German Empire and the Austro-Hungarian Empire. In the army created the
Mediterranean Expeditionary Force to invade the Ottoman Empire via Gallipoli , an unsuccessful
attempt to capture Constantinople and secure a sea route to Russia. Early in the war, the BEF
was virtually destroyed and was replaced first by volunteers and then by a conscript force.
Major battles included those at the Somme and Passchendaele. The Corps Warrant , which is
the official list of which bodies of the British Military not to be confused with naval Forces were
to be considered Corps of the British Army for the purposes of the Army Act , the Reserve
Forces Act, , and the Territorial and Reserve Forces Act, , had not been updated since Army
Order 49 of , although amendments had been made up to and including Army Order 67 of A new
Corps Warrant was declared in Although the British Army was a major participant in Korea in
the early s [72] and Suez in , [73] during this period Britain's role in world events was reduced
and the army was downsized. In the three decades following , the army was heavily deployed in
Northern Ireland 's Operation Banner to support the Royal Ulster Constabulary later the Police
Service of Northern Ireland in their conflict with republican paramilitary groups. Over soldiers
were killed during the Troubles. Following the â€” IRA ceasefires and since , demilitarisation
has been part of the peace process and the military presence has been reduced. The British
Army contributed 50, troops to the coalition which fought Iraq in the Persian Gulf War , [83] and
British forces controlled Kuwait after its liberation. Forty-seven British military personnel died
during the war. The army was deployed to Yugoslavia in Although there have been permanent
garrisons in Northern Ireland throughout its history, the British Army was deployed as a
peacekeeping force from to in Operation Banner. Operation Banner ended at midnight on 31
July after about 38 years of continuous deployment, the longest in British Army history.
Operation Helvetic replaced Operation Banner in , maintaining fewer service personnel in a
more-benign environment. A total of 6, were wounded. The British Army deployed to Sierra
Leone for Operation Palliser in , under United Nations resolutions, to aid the government in
quelling violent uprisings by militiamen. British troops also provided support during the West
African Ebola virus epidemic. In the British Army began concentrating on fighting Taliban
forces and bringing security to Helmand Province , with about 9, British troops including
marines, airmen and sailors deployed at its peak [] â€”the second-largest force after that of the
US. Between and 26 April a total of British military personnel died in Afghan operations. In the
United Kingdom was a major contributor to the invasion of Iraq , sending a force of over 46,
military personnel. The British Army controlled southern Iraq, and maintained a peace-keeping
presence in Basra. The British Army maintains a standing liability to support the civil authorities
in certain circumstances, usually in either niche capabilities e. The British Army has been a
volunteer force since national service ended during the s. In July there were just over 78,
Regulars, with a target strength of 82,, and just over 30, Army Reservists , with a target strength
of 30, The British Army's basic weapon is the 5. The weapon was traditionally equipped with
either iron sights or an optical SUSAT , although other optical sights have been subsequently
purchased to supplement these. Some soldiers are equipped with the 7. Support fire is provided
by the L7 general-purpose machine gun GPMG , [] and indirect fire is provided by L16 81mm
mortars. The army's main battle tank is the Challenger 2. Where armour is not required or
mobility and speed are favoured the British Army utilises protected patrol vehicles, such as the
Panther variant of the Iveco LMV , the Foxhound , and variants of the Cougar family such as the
Ridgeback, Husky and Mastiff. Specialist engineering vehicles include bomb-disposal robots
and the modern variants of the Armoured Vehicle Royal Engineers , including the Titan
bridge-layer, Trojan combat-engineer vehicle, Terrier Armoured Digger and Python Minefield
Breaching System. Challenger 2 main battle tank. Army Headquarters is located in Andover,
Hampshire , and is responsible for providing forces at operational readiness for employment by
the Permanent Joint Headquarters. Army Headquarters is further organised into two
subordinate commands, Field Army and Home Command , each commanded by a lieutenant
general. British Army units are either full-time 'Regular' units, or part-time Army Reserve units.
Led by Commander Field Army , the Field Army is responsible for generating and preparing
forces for current and contingency operations. The Field Army comprises []. Home Command is
the British Army's supporting command; a generating, recruiting and training force that
supports the Field Army and delivers UK resilience. The British Army historically included many
units from what are now separate Commonwealth realm. When the English Empire was
established in North America, Bermuda, and the West Indies in the early 17th century there was
no standing English Army, only the Militia , Yeomanry , and Royal bodyguards , of which the
Militia, as the primary home-defence force, was immediately extended to the colonies. Colonial

militias defended colonies single-handedly at first against indigenous peoples and European
competitors. Once the standing English Army, later the British Army, came into existence and
began to garrison the colonies, the colonial militias fought side by side with it in a number of
wars, including the Seven Years' War. Some of the colonial militias rebelled during the
American War of Independence. The militia fought alongside the regular British Army and native
allies in defending British North America from their former countrymen during the War of
Locally raised units in strategically located Imperial Fortress colonies including: Nova Scotia
before the Canadian Confederation ; Bermuda - which was treated as part of The Maritimes
under the Commander-in-Chief at Nova Scotia until Canadian Confederation; Gibraltar ; and
Malta and the Channel Islands were generally maintained from army funds and more fully
integrated into the British Army as evident from their appearances in British Army lists, unlike
units such as the King's African Rifles. While remaining within the British Empire, this placed
their governments on a par with the British government, and hence their military units
comprised separate armies e. From the s, these dominions and many colonies chose full
independence, usually becoming Commonwealth realms as member states of the
Commonwealth are known today. Units raised in self-governing and Crown colonies those
without local elected Legislatures , as was the case with British Hong Kong that are part of the
British realm remain under British Government control. As the territorial governments are
delegated responsibility only for internal government, the UK Government, as the government
of the Sovereign state , retains responsibility for national security and the defence of the
fourteen remaining British Overseas Territories , of which six have locally raised regiments:.
John Fitzgerald Kennedy , escorted by a Bermuda Militia Artillery officer, inspects a Bermuda
Rifles guard in , four years before the units amalgamated. The structure of the British Army
beneath the level of Divisions and Brigades is also hierarchical and command is based on rank.
The table below details how many units within the British Army are structured, although there
can be considerable variation between individual units: []. Whilst many units are organised as
Battalions or Regiments administratively, the most common fighting unit is the combined arms
unit known as a Battlegroup. This is formed around a combat unit and supported by units or
sub-units from other capabilities. An example of a battlegroup would be two companies of
armoured infantry e. A Squadron of the Royal Tank Regiment , a company of engineers e. B
Company of the 22nd Engineer Regiment , a Battery of artillery e. D Battery of the 1st Regiment
of the Royal Horse Artillery and smaller attachments from medical, logistic and intelligence
units. Typically organised and commanded by a battlegroup headquarters and named after the
unit which provided the most combat units, in this example, it would be the 1 Mercian
Battlegroup. This creates a self-sustaining mixed formation of armour, infantry, artillery,
engineers and support units, commanded by a lieutenant colonel. The British Army primarily
recruits from within the United Kingdom, but accept applications from all British citizens. It also
accepts applications from Irish citizens and Commonwealth citizens, with certain restrictions.
Applicants for the Army Reserve must be a minimum of 17 years and 9 months, and a maximum
age of Different age limits apply for Officers and those in some specialist roles. Applicants must
also meet several other requirements, notably regarding medical health, physical fitness,
past-criminal convictions, education, and regarding any tattoos and piercings. All soldiers and
commissioned officers must take an oath of allegiance upon joining the Army, a process known
as attestation. Those who wish to swear by God use the following words: [9]. I, [soldier's or
commissioned officer's name], swear by Almighty God that I will be faithful and bear true
allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II , her heirs and successors and that I will as in duty
bound honestly and faithfully defend Her Majesty, her heirs and successors in person, crown
and dignity against all enemies and will observe and obey all orders of Her Majesty, her heirs,
and successors and of the generals and officers set over me. Others replace the words "swear
by Almighty God" with "solemnly, sincerely and truly declare and affirm". Candidates for the
Army undergo common training, beginning with initial military training , to bring all personnel to
a similar standard in basic military skills, which is known as Phase 1 training. They then
undertake further specialist trade-training for their specific Regiment or Corps, known as Phase
2 training. After completing Phase 1 training a soldier is counted against the Army's trained
strength, and upon completion of Phase 2 are counted against the Army's fully trained trade
strength. Soldiers under the age of 17 and 6 months will complete Phase 1 training at the Army
Foundation College. The British Army's official flag is the ratio Union Jack. The Army also has a
non-ceremonial flag that is often seen flying from military buildings and is used at recruiting
and military events and exhibitions. Historically these were carried into battle as a rallying point
for the soldiers and were closely guarded. In modern units the colours are often prominently
displayed, decorated with battle honours , and act as a focal point for Regimental pride. Ensign
for general use by the Royal Logistic Corps. Ensign flown by the Royal Logistic Corps from

vessels commanded by commissioned officers. Ensign of the Corps of Royal Engineers. Most
ranks across the British Army are known by the same name regardless of which Regiment they
are in. However, the Household Cavalry call many ranks by different names, the Royal Artillery
refer to Corporals as Bombardiers, and Private soldiers are known by a wide variety of titles;
notably trooper, gunner, guardsman, sapper, signalman, fusilier, craftsman and rifleman
dependant on the Regiment they belong to. Following the absorption of the Ordnance Military
Corps including the Royal Artillery, Royal Engineers, and Royal Sappers and Miners , along with
the originally civilian Commissariat Department , ordnance stores, transport, barracks and other
departments from the abolished Board of Ordnance into the British Army also referred to
historically as the Regular Army and the Regular Force , there still remained a number of British
military not to be confused with naval forces that were not part of the British Army; specifically
the part-time Reserve Forces not to be confused with the British Army's Regular Reserve ,
which was created in the Nineteenth Century. The oldest of these was the Militia Force also
referred to as the Constitutional Force , [] [] [] [] which in the Kingdom of England , prior to was
originally the main military defensive force there otherwise were originally only Royal
bodyguards, including the Yeomen Warders and the Yeomen of the Guard , with armies raised
only temporarily for expeditions overseas , made up of civilians embodied for annual training or
emergencies, which had used various schemes of compulsory service during different periods
of its long existence. From the s it recruited volunteers who engaged for terms of service. The
Militia was originally an all-infantry force, though Militia coastal artillery , field artillery, and
engineers units were introduced from the s, [] organised at the city or county level, and
members were not required to serve outside of their recruitment area, although the area within
which militia units in Britain could be posted was increased to anywhere in the Britain during
the Eighteenth Century. The Yeomanry was a mounted force that could also be mobilised in
times of war or emergency. Volunteer Force units were also frequently raised during wartime
and disbanded upon peace. This was re-established as a permanent ie, in war and peace part of
the Reserve Forces in the s. It differed from the Militia in a number of ways, most particularly in
that volunteers did not commit to a term service, and were able to resign with fourteen days
notice except while embodied. The Reserve Forces were raised locally in Britain, under the
control of Lords-Lieutenant of counties, and, in British colonies , under the colonial governors]],
and members originally were obliged to serve only within their locality which, in the United
Kingdom, originally meant within the county or other recruitment area, but was extended to
anywhere in Britain, though not overseas. They have consequently also been referred to as
Local Forces. As they were and in some cases are considered separate forces from the British
Army, though still within the British military, they have also been known as Auxiliary Forces.
Where a colony had more than one Militia or Volunteer unit, they would be grouped as a Militia
or Volunteer Force for that colony, such as the Jamaica Volunteer Defence Force. Officers of the
Reserve Forces could not sit on Courts Martial of regular forces personnel. The Mutiny Act did
not apply to members of the Reserve Forces. The Reserve Forces within the British Isles were
increasingly integrated with the British Army through a succession of reforms over the last two
decades of the Nineteenth Century and the early years of the Twentieth Century, [] whereby the
Reserve Forces units mostly lost their own identities and became numbered Militia or Volunteer
battalions of regular British Army corps or regiments. In , the Yeomanry and Volunteer Force
were merged to create the Territorial Force changed to Territorial Army after the First World War
, with terms of service similar to the army and Militia, and the Militia was renamed the Special
Reserve , [] [] [] After the First World War the Special Reserve was renamed the Militia, again,
but permanently suspended although a handful of Militia units survived in the United Kingdom,
its colonies, and the Crown Dependencies. Although the Territorial Force was nominally still a
separate force from the British Army, by the end of the century, at the latest, any unit wholly or
partly funded from Army Funds was considered part of the British Army. Outside the United
Kingdom-proper, this was generally only the case for those units in the Channel Islands or the
Imperial Fortress colonies Nova Scotia , before Canadian confederation ; Bermuda ; Gibraltar ;
and Malta. Today, the British Army is the only Home British military force unless the Army
Cadet Force and the Combined Cadet Force are considered , including the various other forces
it has absorbed, though British military units organised on Territorial Army lines remain in
British Overseas Territories that are still not considered formally part of the British Army, with
only the Royal Gibraltar Regiment and the Royal Bermuda Regiment an amalgam of the old
Bermuda Militia Artillery and Bermuda Volunteer Rifle Corps appearing on the British Army
order-of-precedence and in the Army List , as well as on the Corps Warrant the official list of
those British military forces that are considered corps of the British Army. The British Army
uniform has sixteen categories, ranging from ceremonial uniforms to combat dress to evening
wear. The most-commonly-seen uniforms are No. Working headdress is typically a beret ,
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panel van â€” also known as a blind van , car-derived van United Kingdom or sedan delivery
United States â€” is a cargo vehicle based upon passenger car chassis, and typically has one
row of seats with no side windows at the rear. As it is derived from their car chassis, its
evolution of the design is also intermingled with it as well, with much of its evolution dependent
upon the various international locations where a particular model's found. North American
panel vans were initially based upon the 2-door station wagon models. In Australia, panel vans
were a development of the ute a small pickup truck based on a passenger car chassis, e.
Chevrolet El Camino , often using the longer wheelbase of the station wagon chassis. It is not
known when the first panel van entered production, but it had become an established type of
vehicle by the end of the s. The panel van body style has experienced separate evolutions in

America, Europe and Australia, as a result of the separate evolutions of the passenger car
platforms upon which the panel van is based in each region. A panel van is often known as a
delivery in North America. Larger vehicles built on a chassis cab with a custom cargo box are
usually called box trucks or moving vans. From on, the sedan delivery was no longer practical;
it was phased out in as a Chevrolet model, so the requisite Chevrolet body was no longer
available. Chevrolet dropped the body type after , while Ford moved it to the Falcon line-up until
The Vega Panel Express was introduced in September and it was Chevy's first sedan delivery in
ten years since the final full-size model was offered in From the s onwards, a larger alternative
to the panel van was the van based on a commercial vehicle chassis instead of a passenger car
chassis , such as the Volkswagen Type 2 , the DKW van and the first-generation Ford Transit in
In the United Kingdom, panel vans benefit from having lower taxes than station wagons [26] and
do not have the speed restrictions which apply to larger vans. Authorities and dealers are not
always certain on what qualifies as a car-derived van. Since the s, most manufacturers have
offered light van versions of their small hatchbacks, sharing bodywork with the regular
passenger version. These versions have the rear seats removed and may have blanked rear
windows, depending on local regulations. The first Holden panel van produced in Australia was
the FJ Holden , which was released in December , [30] although many manufacturers offered
panel vans in their range prior to this. In May , Ford Australia released a panel van version of the
XK Falcon , marketed as the "sedan delivery" body style. Painters, electricians, general
labourers and film crews [41] would often use panel vans, due to the extra cargo area and
customisable interior in a relatively compact vehicle. Australian police forces also used panel
vans as police vans nicknamed "divvy vans" or "paddywagons". Early Australian panel vans
used swing-down and -up tailgates and a standard roof height, due to their origins of the ute
body style. Some later models offered horizontally opening rear doors nicknamed "barn doors"
and a higher roofline for increased cargo area. By the early s, at a time when the American
panelvan was in decline, panel vans had become Australian cultural icons. Ford's equivalent of
the Sandman was the Surferoo model, which was introduced into the XB Falcon model range in
, which was not a successful model. The Drifter was not a success and ceased production in
Younger drivers were especially attracted to panel vans, for reasons such as the ease with
which a mattress could be installed within the cargo bay. Consequently, panel vans also
attracted nicknames such as "sin bins," and "shaggin' wagons". By the end of , the Sandman
had largely lost its place in the contemporary Australian youth culture â€” order figures were
down and many of the vehicles were now being sold with the stripes and tailgate logos deleted.
The final Sandman model was during the Holden HZ series and featured a choice of V8 engines
only, along with a four-headlight grille and under bumper front spoiler. The Sandman ute was
phased out in October , followed by the Sandman panel van prior to the end of the HZ series.
Panel vans in general were declining in popularity during the s. Holden's last panel van was the
WB model, which ceased production in This Sandman was never released, however from to an
optional canopy in the same style was sold as panel vans, [56] however they still retained the
rear window and firewall of the ute they were originally based on, preventing movement
between the cargo bay and the passenger cab, as offered by traditional panel vans. From
Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. Redirected from Panel van Australia. Cargo vehicle based on
passenger car chassis. Retrieved 18 February Mac's Motor City Garage. Retrieved 18 June
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Download as PDF Printable version. Wikimedia Commons. Pontiac's War also known as
Pontiac's Conspiracy or Pontiac's Rebellion was launched in by a loose confederation of
American Indians dissatisfied with British rule in the Great Lakes region following the French
and Indian War â€” Warriors from numerous tribes joined in an effort to drive British soldiers
and settlers out of the region. The war is named after Odawa leader Pontiac , the most
prominent of many Indian leaders in the conflict. The war began in May when American Indians,
alarmed by policies imposed by British General Jeffrey Amherst , attacked a number of British
forts and settlements. Eight forts were destroyed, and hundreds of colonists were killed or
captured, with many more fleeing the region. Hostilities came to an end after British Army
expeditions in led to peace negotiations over the next two years. The Indians were unable to
drive away the British, but the uprising prompted the British government to modify the policies

that had provoked the conflict. Warfare on the North American frontier was brutal, and the
killing of prisoners, the targeting of civilians, and other atrocities were widespread. The conflict
is named after its most well-known participant, the Ottawa or Odawa leader Pontiac. In the 20th
century, some historians argued that Parkman exaggerated the extent of Pontiac's influence in
the conflict, so it was misleading to name the war after him. Nimwha, Shawnee diplomat, to
George Croghan , [23]. British troops occupied forts in the Ohio Country and Great Lakes region
previously garrisoned by the French. Even before the war officially ended with the Treaty of
Paris , the British Crown began to implement policy changes to administer its vastly expanded
American territory. The French had long cultivated alliances among Indian tribes, but the British
post-war approach essentially treated Indians as a conquered people. American Indians
involved in Pontiac's War lived in a vaguely defined region of New France known as the pays
d'en haut "the upper country" , which was claimed by France until the Paris peace treaty of
Indians of the pays d'en haut were from many different tribes. These tribes were linguistic or
ethnic groups rather than political units; no chief spoke for an entire tribe, and no tribe acted in
unison. For example, Ottawas did not go to war as a tribe: some Ottawa leaders chose to do so,
while other Ottawa leaders denounced the war and stayed clear of the conflict. The tribes of the
pays d'en haut consisted of three basic groups. The first group was composed of tribes of the
Great Lakes region: Ottawas, Ojibwes , and Potawatomis , who spoke Algonquian languages ,
and Hurons , who spoke an Iroquoian language. They had long been allied with French
habitants with whom they lived, traded, and intermarried. When a British garrison took
possession of Fort Detroit from the French in , local Indians cautioned them that "this country
was given by God to the Indians. The second group was made up of tribes from eastern Illinois
Country , which included Miamis , Weas , Kickapoos , Mascoutens , and Piankashaws.
Throughout the war, the British were unable to project military power into the Illinois Country,
which was on the remote western edge of the conflict. The Illinois tribes were the last to come
to terms with the British. These people had migrated to the Ohio valley earlier in the century to
escape British, French, and Iroquois domination. But after the departure of the French, the
British strengthened their forts rather than abandoning them, and so the Ohioans went to war in
in another attempt to drive out the British. Outside the pays d'en haut , the influential Iroquois
did not, as a group, participate in Pontiac's War because of their alliance with the British, known
as the Covenant Chain. However, the westernmost Iroquois nation, the Seneca tribe , had
become disaffected with the alliance. As early as , Senecas began to send out war messages to
the Great Lakes and Ohio Country tribes, urging them to unite in an attempt to drive out the
British. When the war finally came in , many Senecas were quick to take action. General Jeffrey
Amherst , the British commander-in-chief in North America , was in charge of administering
policy towards American Indians, which involved military matters and regulation of the fur
trade. Amherst believed with France out of the picture, the Indians would have to accept British
rule. He also believed they were incapable of offering any serious resistance to the British
Army, and therefore, of the 8, troops under his command in North America, only about were
stationed in the region where the war erupted. Additional Indian resentment came from
Amherst's decision in February to cut back on gifts given to the Indians. Gift giving had been an
integral part of the relationship between the French and the tribes of the pays d'en haut.
Following an Indian custom that carried important symbolic meaning, the French gave presents
such as guns, knives, tobacco, and clothing to village chiefs, who distributed them to their
people. The chiefs gained stature this way, enabling them to maintain the alliance with the
French. Many Indians regarded this change in policy as an insult and an indication the British
looked upon them as conquered people rather than as allies. Amherst also began to restrict the
amount of ammunition and gunpowder that traders could sell to Indians. While the French had
always made these supplies available, Amherst did not trust Indians, particularly after the
"Cherokee Rebellion" of , in which Cherokee warriors took up arms against their former British
allies. The Cherokee war effort had failed due to a shortage of gunpowder; Amherst hoped
future uprisings could be prevented by limiting its distribution. Many Indians believed the
British were disarming them as a prelude to war. Sir William Johnson , the Superintendent of
the Indian Department, warned Amherst of the danger of cutting back on presents and
gunpowder, to no avail. Land was also an issue in the coming of Pontiac's War. While the
French colonists had always been relatively few, there seemed to be no end of settlers in the
British colonies. Shawnees and Delawares in the Ohio Country had been displaced by British
colonists in the east, and this motivated their involvement in the war. Indians in the Great Lakes
region and the Illinois Country had not been greatly affected by white settlement, although they
were aware of the experiences of tribes in the east. Dowd argues that most Indians involved in
Pontiac's War were not immediately threatened with displacement by white settlers, and that
historians have overemphasized British colonial expansion as a cause of the war. Dowd

believes that the presence, attitude, and policies of the British Army, which the Indians found
threatening and insulting, were more important factors. Also contributing to the outbreak of war
was a religious awakening which swept through Indian settlements in the early s. The
movement was fed by discontent with the British as well as food shortages and epidemic
disease. The most influential individual in this phenomenon was Neolin , known as the
"Delaware Prophet," who called upon Indians to shun the trade goods, alcohol, and weapons of
the colonists. Melding Christian doctrines with traditional Indian beliefs, Neolin said the Master
of Life was displeased with Indians for taking up the bad habits of white men, and that the
British posed a threat to their very existence. Sickness, smallpox, and their poison [alcohol] will
destroy you entirely. Although fighting in Pontiac's War began in , rumors reached British
officials as early as that discontented American Indians were planning an attack. Senecas of the
Ohio Country Mingos circulated messages "war belts" made of wampum calling for the tribes to
form a confederacy and drive away the British. The Mingos, led by Guyasuta and Tahaiadoris,
were concerned about being surrounded by British forts. The war began at Fort Detroit under
the leadership of Pontiac and quickly spread throughout the region. Eight British forts were
taken; others, including Fort Detroit and Fort Pitt, were unsuccessfully besieged. Francis
Parkman's The Conspiracy of Pontiac portrayed these attacks as a coordinated operation
planned by Pontiac. The attacks on British forts were not simultaneous: most Ohio Indians did
not enter the war until nearly a month after Pontiac began the siege at Detroit. Early historians
believed French colonists had secretly instigated the war by stirring up the Indians to make
trouble for the British. Although some French colonists and traders supported the uprising, the
war was launched by American Indians for their own objectives. Middleton argues that Pontiac's
vision, courage, persistence, and organizational abilities allowed him to activate an
unprecedented coalition of Indian nations prepared to fight against the British. Tahaiadoris and
Guyasuta originated the idea to gain independence for all Indians west of the Allegheny
Mountains, although Pontiac appeared to embrace the idea by February At an emergency
council meeting, he clarified his military support of the broad Seneca plan and worked to
galvanize other tribes into the military operation he helped to lead, in direct contradiction to
traditional Indian leadership and tribal structure. He achieved this coordination through the
distribution of war belts, first to the northern Ojibwa and Ottawa near Michilimackinac, and then
to the Mingo Seneca on the upper Allegheny River, the Ohio Delaware near Fort Pitt, and the
more westerly Miami, Kickapoo, Piankashaw, and Wea peoples. Using the teachings of Neolin to
inspire his listeners, Pontiac convinced a number of Ottawas, Ojibwas , Potawatomis , and
Hurons to join him in an attempt to seize Fort Detroit. It is important for us, my brothers, that we
exterminate from our lands this nation which seeks only to destroy us. You see as well as I that
we can no longer supply our needs, as we have done from our brothers, the French Therefore,
my brothers, we must all swear their destruction and wait no longer. Nothing prevents us; they
are few in numbers, and we can accomplish it. On May 7, Pontiac entered Fort Detroit with about
men carrying concealed weapons, hoping to take the stronghold by surprise. The British had
learned of his plan, however, and were armed and ready. He and his allies killed British soldiers
and settlers they found outside of the fort, including women and children. Eventually more than
warriors from a half-dozen tribes joined the siege. After receiving reinforcements, the British
attempted to make a surprise attack on Pontiac's encampment. Pontiac was ready and defeated
them at the Battle of Bloody Run on July 31, The situation remained a stalemate at Fort Detroit,
and Pontiac's influence among his followers began to wane. Groups of Indians began to
abandon the siege, some of them making peace with the British before departing. Pontiac lifted
the siege on October 31, , convinced that the French would not come to his aid at Detroit, and
removed to the Maumee River where he continued his efforts to rally resistance against the
British. Before other British outposts had learned of Pontiac's siege at Detroit, Indians captured
five small forts in attacks between May 16 and June 2. It had been built in by order of General
Amherst, despite the objections of local Wyandots who warned the commander they would burn
it down. They seized the commander and killed 15 soldiers and a number of British traders, [84]
[85] among the first of about traders who were killed in the early stages of the war. Potawatomis
captured Fort St. Joseph site of present Niles, Michigan on May 25, , using the same method as
at Sandusky. They seized the commander and killed most of the fifteen-man garrison. On May
27, the fort commander was lured out by his Indian mistress and shot dead by Miamis. The
nine-man garrison surrendered after the fort was surrounded. They lured soldiers outside for a
council, then took the man garrison captive without bloodshed. These Indians had good
relations with the British garrison, but emissaries from Pontiac had convinced them to strike.
The warriors apologized to the commander for taking the fort, saying "they were Obliged to do it
by the other Nations. The fifth fort to fall, Fort Michilimackinac present Mackinaw City , Michigan
, was the largest fort taken by surprise. On June 4, , Ojibwas staged a game of stickball with

visiting Sauks. The soldiers watched the game, as they had done on previous occasions. The
Indians hit the ball through the open gate of the fort, then rushed in and seized weapons that
Indian women had smuggled into the fort. They killed about 15 of the man garrison in the
struggle; they later tortured five more to death. Three forts in the Ohio Country were taken in a
second wave of attacks in mid-June. They killed the entire man garrison, keeping the
commander alive to write down the Seneca's grievances, then burned him at the stake. After
holding out for two days, the garrison of 30 to 60 men surrendered on the condition that they
could return to Fort Pitt. Colonists in western Pennsylvania fled to the safety of Fort Pitt after
the outbreak of the war. Nearly people crowded inside, including more than women and
children. Meanwhile, Delaware and Shawnee war parties raided into Pennsylvania, taking
captives and killing unknown numbers of settlers. Indians sporadically fired on Fort Bedford
and Fort Ligonier , smaller strongholds linking Fort Pitt to the east, but they never took them.
Before the war, Amherst had dismissed the possibility that Indians would offer any effective
resistance to British rule, but that summer he found the military situation becoming increasingly
grim. He wrote the commander at Fort Detroit that captured enemy Indians should "immediately
be put to death, their extirpation being the only security for our future safety. We must on this
occasion use every stratagem in our power to reduce them. As it turned out, officers at Fort Pitt
had already attempted what Amherst and Bouquet were discussing, apparently without having
been ordered by Amherst or Bouquet. I hope it will have the desired effect. Historian and
folklorist Adrienne Mayor wrote that the smallpox blanket incident "has taken on legendary
overtones as believers and nonbelievers continue to argue over the facts and their
interpretation. Other scholars have expressed doubts about whether the attempt was effective.
McConnell argued the smallpox outbreak among the Indians preceded the blanket incident, with
limited effect, since Indians were familiar with the disease and adept at isolating the infected.
On August 1, , most of the Indians broke off the siege at Fort Pitt to intercept British troops
marching to the fort under Colonel Bouquet. On August 5, these two forces met at the Battle of
Bushy Run. Although his force suffered heavy casualties, Bouquet fought off the attack and
relieved Fort Pitt on August 20, bringing the siege to an end. His victory at Bushy Run was
celebrated by the British; church bells rang through the night in Philadelphia , and King George
praised him. This victory was followed by a costly defeat. Fort Niagara , one of the most
important western forts, was not assaulted, but on September 14, , at least Senecas, Ottawas,
and Ojibwas attacked a supply train along the Niagara Falls portage. Two companies sent from
Fort Niagara to rescue the supply train were also defeated. More than 70 soldiers and teamsters
were killed in these actions, which colonists dubbed the " Devil's Hole Massacre ," the deadliest
engagement for British soldiers during the war. The violence and terror of Pontiac's War
convinced many western Pennsylvanians that their government was not doing enough to
protect them. This discontentment was manifested most seriously in an uprising led by a
vigilante group known as the Paxton Boys , so-called because they were primarily from the area
around the Pennsylvania village of Paxton or Paxtang. The Paxtonians turned their anger
towards American Indiansâ€”many of them Christiansâ€”who lived peacefully in small enclaves
in the midst of white Pennsylvania settlements. Prompted by rumors that an Indian war party
had been seen at the Indian village of Conestoga, on December 14, , a group of more than 50
Paxton Boys marched on the village and murdered the six Susquehannocks they found there.
Pennsylvania officials placed the remaining 14 Susquehannocks in protective custody in
Lancaster , but on December 27, the Paxton Boys broke into the jail and killed them. Governor
John Penn issued bounties for the arrest of the murderers, but no one came forward to identify
them. The Paxton Boys then set their sights on other Indians living within eastern Pennsylvania,
many of whom fled to Philadelphia for protection. Several hundred Paxtonians marched on
Philadelphia in January , where the presence of British troops and Philadelphia militia
prevented them from committing more violence. Benjamin Franklin , who had helped organize
the militia, negotiated with the Paxton leaders and brought an end to the crisis. Afterwards,
Franklin published a scathing indictment of the Paxton Boys. Indian raids on frontier
settlements escalated in the spring and summer of The hardest hit colony was Virginia, where
more than settlers were killed. On June 14, about 13 settlers near Fort Loudoun in Pennsylvania
were killed and their homes burned. The most notorious raid occurred on July 26, when four
Delaware warriors killed and scalped a school teacher and ten children in what is now Franklin
County, Pennsylvania. Incidents such as these prompted the Pennsylvania Assembly, with the
approval of Governor Penn, to reintroduce the scalp bounties offered during the French and
Indian War, which paid money for every enemy Indian killed above the age of ten, including
women. In , Gage sent two expeditions into the west to crush the rebellion, rescue British
prisoners, and arrest the Indians responsible for the war. According to historian Fred Anderson
, Gage's campaign, which had been designed by Amherst, prolonged the war for more than a

year because it focused on punishing the Indians rather than ending the war. Gage's one
significant departure from Amherst's plan was to allow William Johnson to conduct a peace
treaty at Niagara, giving Indians an opportunity to "bury the hatchet. Although most Iroquois
had stayed out of the war, Senecas from the Genesee River valley had taken up arms against
the British, and Johnson worked to bring them back into the Covenant Chain alliance. As
restitution for the Devil's Hole ambush, the Senecas were compelled to cede the strategically
important Niagara portage to the British. Johnson even convinced the Iroquois to send a war
party against the Ohio Indians. This Iroquois expedition captured a number of Delawares and
destroyed abandoned Delaware and Shawnee towns in the Susquehanna Valley , but otherwise
the Iroquois did not contribute to the war effort as much as Johnson had desired. Having
secured the area around Fort Niagara, the British launched two military expeditions into the
west. Bradstreet was to subdue the Indians around Detroit before marching south into the Ohio
Country. The second expedition, commanded by Colonel Bouquet, was to march west from Fort
Pitt and form a second front in the Ohio Country. Bradstreet left Fort Schlosser in early August
with about 1, soldiers and a large contingent of Indian allies enlisted by Sir William Johnson.
Bradstreet felt that he did not have enough troops to subdue enemy Indians by force, and so
when strong winds on Lake Erie forced him to stop at Fort Presque Isle on August 12, he
decided to negotiate a treaty with a delegation of Ohio Indians led by Guyasuta. Bradstreet
exceeded his authority by conducting a peace treaty rather than a simple truce, and by agreeing
to halt Bouquet's expedition, which had not yet left Fort Pitt. Gage, Johnson, and Bouquet were
outraged when they learned what Bradstreet had done. Gage rejected the treaty, believing that
Bradstreet had been duped into abandoning his offensive in the Ohio Country. Gage may have
been correct: the Ohio Indians did not return prisoners as promised in a second meeting with
Bradstreet in September, and some Shawnees were trying to enlist French aid in order to
continue the war. Bradstreet continued westward, unaware his unauthorized diplomacy was
angering his superiors. He reached Fort Detroit on August 26, where he negotiated another
treaty. In an attempt to discredit Pontiac, who was not present, Bradstreet chopped up a peace
belt Pontiac had sent to the meeting. According to historian Richard White , "such an act,
roughly equivalent to a European ambassador's urinating on a proposed treaty, had shocked
and offended the gathered Indians. Bradstreet had successfully reinforced and reoccupied
British forts in the region, but his diplomacy proved to be controversial and inconclusive.
Colonel Bouquet, delayed in Pennsylvania while mustering the militia, finally set out from Fort
Pitt on October 3, , with 1, men. He marched to the Muskingum River in the Ohio Country, within
striking distance of a number of Indian villages. Treaties had been negotiated at Fort Niagara
and Fort Detroit, so the Ohio Indians were isolated and, with some exceptions, ready to make
peace. In a council which began on October 17, Bouquet demanded that the Ohio Indians return
all captives, including those not yet returned from the French and Indian War. Guyasuta and
other leaders reluctantly handed over more than captives, many of whom had been adopted into
Indian families. Not all of the captives were present, so the Indians were compelled to surrender
hostages as a guarantee that the other captives would be returned. The Ohio Indians agreed to
attend a more formal peace conference with William Johnson, which was finalized in July
Although the military conflict essentially ended with the expeditions, [] Indians still called for
resistance in the Illinois Country, where British troops had yet to take possession of Fort de
Chartres from the French. In , the British decided that the occupation of the Illinois Country
could only be accomplished by diplomatic means. As Gage commented to one of his officers,
he was determined to have "none our enemy" among the Indian peoples, and that included
Pontiac, to whom he now sent a wampum belt suggesting peace talks. Pontiac had become less
militant after hearing of Bouquet's truce with the Ohio country Indians. It was hardly a
surrender: no lands were ceded, no prisoners returned, and no hostages were taken. The total
loss of life resulting from Pontiac's War is unknown. About British soldiers were killed in action
and perhaps 50 were captured and tortured to death. Pontiac's War has traditionally been
portrayed as a defeat for the Indians, [] but scholars now usually view it as a military stalemate:
while the Indians had failed to drive away the British, the British were unable to conquer the
Indians. Negotiation and accommodation, rather than success on the battlefield, ultimately
brought an end to the war. Relations between British colonists and American Indians, which
had been severely strained during the French and Indian War, reached a new low during
Pontiac's War. According to Richter, the war saw the emergence of "the novel idea that all
Native people were 'Indians,' that all Euro-Americans were 'Whites,' and that all on one side
must unite to destroy the other. The British government also came to the conclusion that
colonists and Indians must be kept apart. The Proclamation, already in the works when
Pontiac's War erupted, was hurriedly issued after news of the uprising reached London.
Officials drew a boundary line between the British colonies and American Indian lands west of

the Appalachian Mountains , creating a vast "Indian Reserve" that stretched from the
Appalachians to the Mississippi River and from Florida to Quebec. By forbidding colonists from
trespassing on Indian lands, the British government hoped to avoid more conflicts like
Pontiac's War. The effects of Pontiac's War were long-lasting. Because the Proclamation
officially recognized that indigenous people had certain rights to the lands they occupied, it has
been called a Native American "Bill of Rights," and still informs the relationship between the
Canadian government and First Nations. This created resentment, undermining colonial
attachment to the Empire and contributing to the coming of the American Revolution. For
American Indians, Pontiac's War demonstrated the possibilities of pan-tribal cooperation in
resisting Anglo-American colonial expansion. Although the conflict divided tribes and villages,
[] the war also saw the first extensive multi-tribal resistance to European colonization in North
America, [] and the first war between Europeans and American Indians that did not end in
complete defeat for the Indians. Beginning with conferences hosted by Shawnees in , in the
following decades leaders such as Joseph Brant , Alexander McGillivray , Blue Jacket , and
Tecumseh would attempt to forge confederacies that would revive the resistance efforts of
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Guyasuta. When the stadium opened, it featured a fiberglass fabric roof held up by air pressure,
the first use of the architectural technique in a major athletic facility. In , the Silverdome served
as the home venue of the Detroit Mechanix of the American Ultimate Disc League and hosted
the league championship game that season. After the opening of Ford Field in , the stadium was
left without a permanent tenant. The city of Pontiac was unable to find a good use for the
stadium, leaving it empty for 8 years, the city ran out of money, and was forced to sell due to the
rising maintenance costs. After a significant financial investment by the new owners, the facility
was brought back to its original glory. The millions of dollars invested by the new owners were
needed to bring The Silverdome back to a safe and clean facility. The property fell into disrepair
brought on by the city's financial crises, and The City of Pontiac's inability to afford to spend
the necessary capital investments it required. The Pontiac Silverdome reopened in and hosted
many events, including soccer matches, concerts, HBO championship boxing, monster truck
shows and many more. The harsh Michigan weather eventually got the best of the aging venue,
and in an excessive amount of snow caused a portion of the antiquated roof system to tear. The
Pontiac Silverdome's roof issues dated back to the s with a long list of weather related
problems. The Pontiac Silverdome's uniqueness was also its downfall. As one of the last air
supported football stadiums left, the inability to find a qualified company capable enough to
repair the damaged roof, paired with the financial woes of the city, and the city's inability to pay
for police, emergency services and road maintenance, the decision to close the facility for good
was decided in The owners later auctioned the stadium's contents in and for a few years the
parking lot was home to tens of thousands of recalled Volkswagen vehicles. In , the Silverdome
owner decided to tear down the closed facility. The upper ring of the stadium, which had

supported the roof structure, was imploded on December 4, , after a failed attempt the previous
day. For the World Cup matches, a natural grass surface capable of growing inside the dome
was developed and installed by a team from Michigan State University. It was the first time that
World Cup games were played indoors. On March 29, , the World Wrestling Federation 's
WrestleMania III established the record for attendance of 93,, the largest recorded attendance
for a live indoor sporting event in North America. After the roof had been collapsed and the
stadium abandoned, Red Bull produced a video of BMX rider Tyler Fernengel riding inside the
Silverdome in The idea of a major sports complex was part of a dream of C. Don Davidson, a
Pontiac native and star high school athlete. He returned to Pontiac in and was shocked to see
the deterioration of the city of Pontiac and its lack of a future plan. Davidson embarked upon
what would eventually become an obsession for him to see his beloved city succeed. In , he
was hired as a professor of architecture and urban planning at the University of Detroit under
the direction of Bruno Leon. As part of an ongoing, comprehensive study by his architecture
class on urban renewal for the city of Pontiac, Davidson met with various city and state
authorities including William Clay Ford , owner of the Detroit Lions, to discuss the possibility of
a new stadium, made it a college class project to find a suitable site for a new stadium and even
started his own weekly newspaper known as The Pontiac Times , [22] to help promote his
vision. After much controversy and sparring with Detroit city officials, Pontiac was chosen over
several other sites including the Michigan Fairgrounds, Walled Lake and the Detroit Riverfront
as the best place for construction of what would become known as the Pontiac Silverdome.
Davidson was pleased to see a part of his vision for the city of Pontiac accomplished in the
building of the 80,seat sports complex. It contained luxury suites and 7, club seats. It
sometimes incorporated the arrowhead emblem from its namesake General Motors division into
its own logo. The original silver-like roof was built of Teflon-coated fiberglass panels, and
supported by air pressure inside the stadium. Although the roof has always been white in color
as viewed with the naked eye, the stadium obtained the name "Silverdome" which it would
officially take on in due to a silver-like reflection caused by the Sun , mainly noticed from the
sky. Initially, however, the stadium also went by its shortened nickname of PonMet , but that
nickname was disliked by Pontiac city commissioners. The repairs were necessitated by a
collapse of the original roof around noon EST on March 4, Heavy, wet snow accumulated on the
southwest corner of the dome and depressed the fabric panels low enough so that the fabric
came in contact with a steel lighting catwalk that was positioned just below the inner lip of the
roof's ring beam. The hole caused a loss of air pressure and the Dome deflated slowly â€” there
were no injuries. The shift from a "dome" to "bowl" caused all the heavy, wet snow to slide
down into the bowl and rupture more roof panels, collapse some precast risers in the SW upper
deck, and dislodge more plastic seats " Repair operations began immediately but were
interrupted for over a week due to high winds. During the high winds event nearly all of the
remaining panels in the deflated roof, in all, were badly damaged. The decision was made to
replace the entire roof and incorporate some improvements to prevent a similar event from
occurring in the future. The repairs were completed and the dome re-inflated at noon on May 28,
A thunderstorm passed through the Pontiac area the morning the Dome was to be re-inflated
and a partial inflation, or "puff", was performed so that the scheduled inflation could occur in
the presence of the many city and area politicians as well as a number of corporate executives.
The original-style, Teflon-coated fiberglass material was used to make the repairs â€” not
canvas as described in the article. There were several snow-melting and waterproofing
improvements that kept the dome inflated until January 2, â€” almost 28 years. Another notable
audience attendance record had earlier been broken on April 30, , when the English rock band
Led Zeppelin played in front of 76, fans at the Silverdome. This was, at the time, a new world
record attendance for a solo indoor attraction, beating the 75, that The Who attracted there on
December 6, Boston, January 29, ; Playoffs, 41,, vs. Lakers, June 16, The Silverdome was also
the home to many marching band activities and events, including the Michigan Competing Band
Association State Marching Band Championships until , the Bands of America Regional
championships from to , and the Bands of America Grand National Championships in and
Following its reopening, the Silverdome was host to the , and Bands of America Pontiac
Regional Championship. The Lions moved from the Silverdome to Ford Field after the end of
their season. Despite being the Lions' home for 27 seasons, the day of the last home game,
January 6, , was marked by a noticeable absence of nostalgia among the fans as well as the
players. The upper concourse was used for inline skating and provided skaters with a foot wide
track measuring 0. Plans were also mooted for a Windsor -based Canadian Football League
team which could have used the dome for possible playoff games, but that team also did not
materialize. After the Lions relocated, activity in the Silverdome dropped drastically; however, it
still staged some events. Annually, Jehovah's Witnesses used the Silverdome from the late s to

After the Lions' departure, the city of Pontiac began to experience several years of serious
financial problems. Due to the continued high maintenance costs of the structure, it made
several unsuccessful attempts to sell the stadium. In the March 11, , edition of the Detroit Free
Press , Apostolopoulos vowed "to revive the stadium as a big-event venue by investing millions
of dollars". The Silverdome re-opened on April 17, , with a monster truck event. Milan and
Panathinaikos F. In March , the owners announced that they would be auctioning off the
contents of the facility, including seats and fixtures. In December , Cleveland-based
photographer Johnny Joo captured the Silverdome in a state of abandonment, showing
destruction caused by the roof collapse. Afterwards, in October , it was announced that the
Silverdome would be demolished in the Spring of , and the area would be part of an Oakland
County mixed-use development. Demolition was then scheduled for December 3, The dome
owner and the city were in conflict over the condition of the dome and the cars in the lot. In , the
Silverdome was condemned and cleared for demolition. Workers had been on the site for the
past few months before main power feeds were disconnected preparing the Silverdome for
demolition, including completing environmental remediation, universal waste removal and
tearing out transite asbestos panels that were used in a majority of the suites around the
perimeter of the dome; though not without a few local trespasser visits to explore the place
leading up to the demolition. On September 18 and 19, , four power feeds were disconnected,
officially starting the final preparation process for demolition. The demolition of the Silverdome
was to commence on December 3, with a partial implosion of the upper deck, followed by an
excavation of the building from the inside out. Due to a wiring issue, eight of the explosive
charges failed to detonate, preventing the stadium from imploding as planned. A second
attempt was successful the next day. While Adamo could not pinpoint the exact cause of the
issues, they did note that trespassers had been seen on the property a couple of days prior to
the first attempt. Demolition officials stated that final filling and grading operations of the former
Silverdome site were expected to be completed by the end of November In September , the City
of Pontiac announced that Amazon was going to develop the Silverdome site into both a
distribution facility and delivery center. The delivery center is targeted to open in the second
half of , with the distribution center being operational in From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia.
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