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The Mitsubishi Diamante is an automobile that was manufactured by Mitsubishi Motors from to
The first series was a hardtop introduced to the public at the Tokyo Motor Show in It was
created by splicing an extra 6. The Diamante's platform was also used for the sporty Mitsubishi
GT. The name Diamante was derived from the Spanish, Portuguese, and Italian word for
"diamond" and was adopted also as homage to the Mitsubishi badge which is composed of
three diamonds. In Japan, this vehicle was sold at a specific retail chain called Car Plaza. From ,
a more conventional Diamante-derived Mitsubishi Sigma sedan was also built in Japan for its
domestic and European export markets. It became the basis of the second generation Magna
independently built in Australia. Its Australian luxury derivate, sold as the Verada, became the
Diamante for export markets including New Zealand and North America a year later. The Wagon
version was also exported including to Japan. There have been rumors that the Diamante was
either not intended for a Japanese launch, or it might have been planned as a low-volume
model. The reason for this argument is that until , the width of vehicles was a vital indication of
taxation class. At the time, Mitsubishi's international image was also considered less than ideal
for the marketing of a luxury car â€”its most expensive offering at the time, the Debonair , was
largely seen as a company car project for Mitsubishi conglomerate executives. Mitsubishi
needed to compete with the Legend and the Diamante was the result. However, the tax situation
had changed in , and the Diamante became the surprise hit of Amidst Japan's bubble economy ,
many private car owners sought an executive car in a market that had very few new offerings
that year. FWD versions featured an independent suspension design with MacPherson strut at
the front and multi-link in the rear. This version was available with a range of engines listed
below, some with five-speed manual in addition to four-speed automatic transmission. All have
MacPherson strut front suspension with double wishbones at the rear. Both front and rear brake
discs are ventilated. This range of vehicles was powered by three V6 engines of 2. Perhaps
contrary to its overseas image, Mitsubishi at the time fully emphasized the use of electronic
gadgets in its cars and the Diamante is notable for a long list of such features. Each engine
choice obligated buyers in Japan to pay more annual road tax and the level of standard and
luxury equipment increased accordingly. The Diamante won the Car of the Year Japan award in
â€” [11] and its model range was as follows:. The 20E is the base model Diamante. It comes with
a 2. It is available as both a five-speed manual and four-speed automatic, with inch steel wheels.
Optional extras were a rear wiper and alloy wheels. It has the F11A frame number. In October
this engine was replaced by the new valve 6A12 engine, with the same overall displacement but
a shorter stroke. The 25E has the same features as the 20E but replaces the 20E's 2. The 25E's
2. The 25E has a frame number of E-F13A. The next model in the long Diamante model range is
the 25V. The 25V is almost the same as the 25E, although is identified with a different frame
number reflecting the fact that four-wheel steering was equipped E-F15A. It uses the same 2. It
is available in four-speed automatic transmission and inch alloy wheels. In addition to the 20E
equipment, the 25V also features speed sensitive power steering, leather-wrapped steering
wheel and ventilated rear brake discs for maximum braking performance. Optional was a rear
wiper. The 25V-SE is the top of the range 2. As with its lower variants the 2. Like the 25V upon
which it is based, it is only available as an automatic. Optionals are the rear wiper and leather
interior. It is identified by the same E-F15A frame number as the 25V. There was also a version
of this without the four-wheel steering called the 25V-S, with chassis code F13A. The 30V is the
base 3. It comes with a 3. It is only available in automatic. Leather interior and rear wiper remain
optional. The 30R is the middle of the 3. It uses the 3. As with all higher spec Diamantes it is
available in automatic only. The only addition is a front spoiler. The 30R is identified with the
same E-F17A frame number. It uses the same 3. Externally, it also features the front spoiler of
the 30R. Its frame number is E-F17A. The 25V comes with a 2. Optional is full leather interior and
a rear wiper. It has the frame number of E-F27A as it is the same basic vehicle as the 30R. The
Diamante sedan was first sold in the United States in spring for model year , replacing the
Sigma. The base model used the 6G72 3. Optional was ABS, cruise control, alloys and sunroof.
A manual sunroof and leather were optional. With the model year update, there were minor
equipment changes, and the base Diamante gained the ES suffix. The station wagon also
became available during When the Diamante was updated in , sedans received revised
taillamps, [12] and a four-spoke steering wheel with audio controls. All models now included a
passenger side airbag and cruise control as standard. For the LS, the manual sunroof was
deleted from the option list and replaced with a CD player, power sunroof and traction control.
Anti-lock brakes were standard on the LS and optional on the ES and wagon. For the model
year, the ES sedan was relegated to fleet sales, leaving only the LS sedan and the station wagon
available to the general public. It was marketed in its domestic market as the Verada, which was
a more luxurious version of the more mainstream second generation Australian-made Magna ,
both based on the Japanese Sigma. This model was the only one also built as a wagon that,

along with the sedan, was intended for both the Australian domestic and export markets. The
second generation of the Diamante was introduced to the Japanese market in January The
Diamante was marginally larger with improved headroom. It was powered by several engines:
the base engine was a 2. The new Diamante range in Japan topped off with a 3. In its latter
years, the Diamante range was reduced to a single engine offering in Japan, first a 3. The
Australian produced Verada came off the production line on 1 July , and now formed the basis
of all Diamantes sold outside Japan. Sales on the US market commenced with the model year in
late October , [17] [18] where it occupied "near luxury" segment and competed on price with
vehicles like the Lexus ES The North American Diamante also didn't receive an automatic with a
manual-shift mode until , and even then it was available only in LS and VR-X models and had
only four speeds. These Australian export models were mechanically different from the
Japanese Diamante since the latter:. In addition, with the Japanese Diamante, Mitsubishi
introduced more technological innovations including:. Australia was also the source of all
Diamante wagons, for its domestic market and export markets including Japan, where their
sales commenced in October The exterior was refreshed for at which time, the Diamante won
New Zealand's Car of the Year award. A radical restyle followed with the presentation at the New
York International Auto Show of a new Diamante adopting the then new corporate look.
Mitsubishi ceased to export the Diamante to North America after due to a decline in sales and
unfavourable exchange rates. The U. In Canada, the Diamante was only sold from December for
the model year only. It continued in its original narrow-body form until On 15 June , Mitsubishi
announced it would halt production on larger sedans within Japan by December of that year,
affecting both Diamante and Galant models. It was continued with the restyling. The model's
exterior was based on the top-of-the-range Australian KJ-series Verada sedan, whereas its
mechanicals and fittings were derived from a combination of other Australian-made models:.
Unique to the American VR-X was a watt, eight-speaker sound system and its engine was a 3.
The model continued the above mix of features but this time became more directly based on the
TL-series Magna. Specifically, unlike the standard Diamante models that were Verada on the
outside, the model was based on the Magna VR-X for example, the rear light cluster were
identical between these two. Electric seats and leather trim remained Verada-derived fittings.
The steering wheel remained the 2-tone leather unit of the TJ series Magna VR-X Limited Edition
that became an optional accessory available across the Australian range. From Wikipedia, the
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Drivetrain Drivetrain Drive type Front wheel drive Transmission 4-speed automatic. Fuel tank
capacity 19 gal. Engine Engine Torque lb-ft rpm Base engine size 3. Power Feature Power
Feature 1 one-touch power windows yes Power mirrors yes remote keyless power door locks
yes Heated mirrors yes. Instrumentation Instrumentation low fuel level warning yes clock yes
external temperature display yes tachometer yes. Front leg room Rear hip Room Rear leg room

Rear shoulder room 56 in. Dimensions Dimensions Front track Maximum cargo capacity Curb
weight lbs. Gross weight lbs. Cargo capacity, all seats in place Drag Coefficient 0. Length
Ground clearance 4. Height Wheel base Width Rear track Sponsored cars related to the
Diamante. Suspension Suspension four-wheel independent suspension yes multi-link rear
suspension yes MacPherson strut front suspension yes. Warranty Warranty Basic 3 yr.
Drivetrain 5 yr. Rust 7 yr. Roadside 3 yr. Inventory See Diamante Inventory. Sign Up. See
Diamante Inventory. See the Back button â€” blue bar at the very top of the page â€” to explore
more. Add your complaint? The heater core is an extremely dangerous problem. The windows
in the car fog up so bad I couldnt drive the car But the thing is I didnt know what the problems
was I pulled over 2 times because I got sick I noticed a mist coming out of the vents And
Mitsubishi refuses to help or do anything about this. I told them, is this gonna take a fatal
accident for them to do something? They replied, "sorry but your warranty is up we can't do
nothing about it. Made no sense to place a heater core above the electrical component of the
transmission. They really messed up here and will not do anything about this. I think that the
media should get involved because they probably wont do anything about if someone doesnt
speak up! Add Complaint. Just like everyone else with a Mitsubishi Diamante, I have had heater
core problems. If every one of these vehicles has this same issue, why has it never been
recalled" and why does Mitsubishi get away with all cars having this defect? My front
windshield was fogging up every time I used the heater and a smell of coolant inside my
car--nasty film was left, found out it was a heater core problem. Sometimes the fog would take
20 minutes to clear up with defroster on highest settings. These problems are all over the
internet with Mitsubishi Diamantes. I am surprised that these have never been recalled for
safety reasons. Heater core and O rings. There should be a recall, own a Mitsubishi Diamante. I
just found out that the anti-freeze smell and the smoke coming through the vents is because the
heater core has gone bad. My antenna just stopped working on me also. It doesn't go down
anymore, but the motor still sounds like its working. We are all having too many of the same
problems. The company should be liable. Windows fogged up, smell of antifreeze and carpet is
wet on front passenger side. I have a Mitsubishi Diamante with less than , miles and already I
need to replace the heater coil. I guess this is on going problem with Mitsubishi. As it is, just
about every single post I see online about this car has the exact same problem. The heater is
positioned directly above the car's computer, or ECU, and therefore causing problems with the
engine, transmission, suspension, etc.. The issue is mentioned in technical service bulletins by
Mitsubishi but is not recalled. Heater core is leaking car only has 82,K on the dash. As I have
gone through various car forums and have come to realize this is a very common problem. I
bought my car used from the dealership, and drove about miles before I realized the antifreeze
smell as well as my windows began to fog. After reading the vast amount of heater core
problems in the Mitsubishi Diamante, I decided to file a complaint. Antifreeze in the cab of the
car cold lead to health issues and the consistent fogging of the windows can lead to little to no
visibility. The windows will randomly become intensely greasy with antifreeze backup, this can
happen at anytime when I am driving. I am extremely concerned about getting into an accident
due to my visibility, and am getting my eyes checked out just incase the antifreeze has affected
them. I own a Mitsubishi Diamante car, I bought this car in 02 since the 1st day I bought the car
there was problems. The computer in the car went crazy my check engine light, ,cruise control,
anti lock brake, tcl light all started flashing. In 06 my trans blew I took the car back to the dealer
they replaced my trans the car still doesn't ride right. In the winter the inside of my car becomes
a fog all over my windows and it wont stop fogging up. This isn't fair to any Mitsubishi owner I
shouldn't have to pay to have my car fixed now after the warranty when all the same problems
have been recurring since I purchased the car and they never fixed it to begin with. I can
understand if I was the only person with these problems I decided to search the internet to see
if anyone else owned my make and model of my car to see if they had similar problems sure
enough I came across a website called Mitsubishi should fix these problems and stand by there
cars. Noticed faint smell of anti freeze approximately 9 months ago. Had problems with
defroster clearing windows. Also, seemed to get better or maybe I got used to the smell. Now
noticed passenger side floor carpet is soaked with anti freeze. Obviously a problem with the
heater core or the hose s which connect to it are leaking. Car has miles, and is well main. The
heater core. I start smelling an antifreeze smell inside the car then the check engine soon light
came on. Also the tcl is on. Every one that I talk to on the email sight is having the same
problem. Please help! The contact owns a Mitsubishi Diamante. The check engine light began
illuminating, the heater coil was leaking, and the windows were steaming. The contact smelled a
foul odor coming from the vehicle. A mechanic diagnosed that the heater core needed to be
replaced. The failure mileage was 67, and current mileage was 67, Heater core leaking I
purchased a used Mitsubishi Diamante in August The car had 45, miles on it. In October when I

started to use the heater I could smell an unusual smell inside the car. In January of my brother
rode in the car and told me the smell was anti-freeze. I went on the internet and instantly found
out that this model car has a problem with the heater core O-rings failing. The smell in the car
got real bad real quick and I had to have the leaking O-rings repaired. I would get sick from the
smell and had no choice but to have it fixed. That is alot of money for problem that Mitsubishi
should have corrected. My wife and I own a Mitsubishi Diamante vr-X. At first I figured it was the
really hot weather we were having. After a day or so I noticed the engine temperature would
fluctuate even at higher speeds, so I pulled into a gas station and checked the coolant. It was
low. I bought some coolant and filled up the reservoir thinking I had found my problem. The
next day I noticed I was having problems again and checked the fluid level, it was low again. I
knew something was wrong then and I took it to my mechanic. Low and behold I come to find
out that the antifreeze, which is poisonous, has leaked all over passenger side floor and was
told that it probably had been blowing out of the vents also. This was very disconcerting not
just for the health of my wife and myself, but also because we had, at the time, a five month old
who also had been breathing this poison. I pray we don'
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t end up having any respiratory problems, especially my daughter, from this in the future. What
ended up being the problem was the heater core corroded and was leaking into the car. My
mechanic said this is not something that should happen to a car with only 50K miles. Actually,
they said it generally should never happen to a vehicle. I come to find out that the leak is just
above the cars computer system. Fortunately the leak didn't affect these electronic
components. I see from the The problem lies behind the dashboard which ends up creating a lot
of labor charges to fix the problem. I hope that there is something done by the ODI in response
to this costly, unnecessary problem. While driving engine check light will not illuminate. Vehicle
stalled. Consumer took vehicle to dealer, and was told they could not fix the vehicle because
the engine check light did not illuminate. Also, was told they replaced the crank sensor.
Consumer took vehicle to dealer three times for the same problem.

