2003 ford explorer fuel pump problems

Three problems related to fuel pump have been reported for the Ford Explorer Sport Trac. The
most recently reported issues are listed below. Please also check out the statistics and
reliability analysis of the Ford Explorer Sport Trac based on all problems reported for the
Explorer Sport Trac. I have a bad problem 2 times with the fuel pump the first one was spraying
gas out top exterior of fuel pump. My husband went to a wrecking yard and purchased a used
fuel pump than 5 to 6 months later done the same thing spraying out top exterior elbow of fuel
pump. I use my truck to take my daughter back and forth to school and it is a very dangerous
cause the fumes were really bad inside of cab and plus if some one was to throw a cigarette or
anything that could ignite the leaking gas. I think that this matter should be fixed cause I know
that I am not the only one that had or has this problem and not to say all of the other things that
are wrong like my high beams not working the front door window is very slow going up and
down and the back door passenger right side blow motor and ect. The big one is the fuel pump I
fell that this is the worst and it should be fix before someone gets badly hurt or killed. The
contact owns a Ford Explorer Sport Trac. The contact stated that the vehicle would not start.
The contact also stated that she attempted on several occasions to start the vehicle while
depressing the accelerator pedal, but it would not start. The vehicle was towed to a local repair
shop, who diagnosed that the fuel pump was defective and needed to be replaced. The vehicle
was repaired, but the failure continued. The contact stated that the fuel pump was replaced a
total of four times within the past six months. The manufacturer was made aware of the failure,
but offered no assistance and referred the contact to NHTSA. The vehicle was not repaired. The
failure mileage was 82, and the current mileage was 82, While driving on the freeway vehicle
decelerated 5 mph before regulating speed. After exiting freeway, vehicle died at stop light.
Vehicle towed to dealership where they informed me the inertia switch, located under kick plate
on passenger side, was damaged and thus cut off the fuel pump. Once fixed, vehicle ran fine.
This is a safety device in case of an accident, but it is located in a very bad location. Car
Problems. Fuel Pump problem 1. Fuel Pump problem 2. Fuel Pump problem 3. Fuel Pump
problems 3. Tank Filler Pipe And Cap problems. Fuel Delivery problems. Dealing with the fuel
pump issues in your Ford vehicle can be stressful. After all, a faulty fuel pump can render a car
or truck useless, and the telltale signs of fuel pump problems aren't often recognized by the
average driver. However, troubleshooting a fuel pump can be a simple process if you bear a
couple of key issues in mind. Many fuel pump issues are indicated by the inability of the vehicle
to start: after turning the key in the ignition, you'll feel the engine turn over once or twice and
then no more. This may indicate one of several fuel pump issuesa dead pump relay, a clogged
filter or low fuel pressure. The educated car owner will first check her filter for signs of
clogging. You should notethese types of repairs and diagnostics ought not be attempted when
the engine is hot or near open flames. Moreover, forgetting to relieve pressure in the system
can cause fuel to spray. Checking fuel pressure with a pressure gauge will indicate whether or
not the problem may be low pressure as a result of a clogged filter. If a filter change doesn't
remedy the issue, you might look at some of the other causes of low pressure, including a weak
pump or a fuel line blockage. Every Ford vehicle has an amount of "residual" or left-over
pressure built up inside the pump even when it is turned off. Any owner's manual will spec out
how much residual pressure is left in the pump after the vehicle stops running. A sudden drop
in residual pressure indicates a faulty pump. This may be the result of the fuel injector system,
or leaks in the fuel line, pump check valve, or pressure regulator. Fixes to this part of a vehicle
can be relatively simple and low-cost, or they may be rather expensive and difficult to attempt.
After a somewhat definitive diagnosis is made, you should call your trusted mechanic to
discuss whether any of these systems can be repaired or replaced on your own. Even if a pump
holds pressure, it may not necessarily be delivering the correct amount of fuel into the vehicle.
To test fuel volume, you can connect a flow gauge into the fuel supply line. A Ford user's
manual will be able to tell you how much fuel should be delivered into the system over a
specified period of time. A clogged fuel line or pump is often the reason behind low volume
although it may also indicate that a vehicle is running on empty, so an individual must make
sure the vehicle has enough fuel. Supply voltage might be the issue as well, as bad relays and
wires can prevent the correct voltage from keeping the pump running. Alexis Writing has many
years of freelance writing experience. She has written for a variety of online destinations,
including Peternity. She holds a Bachelor of Arts in communication from the University of
Rochester. Fuel Volume Tests Even if a pump holds pressure, it may not necessarily be
delivering the correct amount of fuel into the vehicle. One of the worst problems that can
happen to a vehicle is a bad fuel pump. Without gas your Explorer will not run at all. With that in
mind, most of the symptoms of a bad fuel pump revolve around the vehicle stalling out or not
running at all. While being in the fuel tank makes the pump more reliable, it also makes it a lot
more difficult to get to. The good news is that fuel pumps are inexpensive. The bad news is that

they cost a lot in terms of labor to repair and replace. The engine may throw a P trouble code.
Any trouble codes that exist could be a clue. Sometimes when there is low fuel pressure, you
may also get an oxygen sensor related trouble code as well. The real issue with diagnosing a
bad fuel pump is that it resembles many other vehicular issues in terms of symptoms. One of
the most common signs that a fuel pump is going bad is a whining sound. The whining sound
can indicate that the fuel pump is going out before there are any performance based issues.
Keeping an open ear can save you from getting stuck somewhere with a bad fuel pump.
Typically, if you are heading up a hill or accelerating the engine may start to feel like it is just
running out of steam. Now, a bad fuel pump can also feel a heck of a lot like a bad catalytic
converter. Both conditions will make the motor feel like it is running out of wind when you hit
the gas. A bad catalytic converter will not feel as jarring. If you are unsure, check out this article
on troubleshooting catalytic converters. If you get P or P trouble codes with a scanner, it very
well may be the catalytic converter causing these symptoms. One of the best indicators of a
clogged fuel pump is going to be that the your Explorer is difficult to start. A fuel pump that is
going out is going to feel the same as a bad fuel filter. This makes telling if you have a bad fuel
pump vs bad fuel filter very challenging. How do you tell them apart? A clogged fuel filter will
have high pressure on its input side and low pressure on its output side. A bad fuel pump will
have low pressure on both sides. They are both going to cause the same hesitation at high
speed and difficulty starting. The only way to truly tell is to place a fuel pressure gauge on both
sides of the line and get a reading from both. A priming fuel pump sounds like a high-pitched
whine for a few seconds and can be heard with a sharp engine right after the ignition key is
turned, but before the starter is engaged. The symptoms of a bad fuel pump match a lot of other
common problems that can occur in the Ford Explorer. Testing the pump and pressure on each
side of it are going to be the quickest ways to rule it out. If there is anything you would like to
add, please leave a comment below. Good luck! Challenges Starting the Engine One of the best
indicators of a clogged fuel pump is going to be that the your Explorer is difficult to start. If the
fuel pump fails in your Ford 4. Thankfully, Ford has made it super easy to test the fuel pump on
your 4. Take all necessary safety precautions, be alert, be careful. Starting fluid and gasoline
can ignite very easily. A bad fuel pump will make your 4. Here are some more specific
symptoms:. Although the above list is a not a very complete list of symptoms, the theme that
runs thru' them, and any other related symptom, is that the engine will crank and crank, but not
start. Just in case you don't have a fuel pressure gauge handy, you can use starting fluid to see
if the no start condition, of your 4. This method is not the most accurate way of testing the fuel
pump but it doesn't mean it's not effective. The most important suggestion I can give you is to
first make sure that all six cylinders are getting spark thus eliminating the ignition system as the
cause of the no start. NOTE: If you haven't already checked the fuel pump inertia switch, do so
before you start this test. Remove the intake air duct from the throttle body. You don't have to
completely remove it, since you'll have to reconnect it in one of the next steps. Open the
throttle, manually, and spray starting fluid down the bore. When you have sprayed a good squirt
of starting fluid, quickly reconnect the Air Duct to the throttle body you don't have to tighten the
Hose Clamp. Once the intake air duct is back on the throttle body, have your assistant, inside
the vehicle, crank the engine. You'll get one of two results with this test: 1. The engine will start
momentarily and after a few seconds will die or. The engine will only crank but not start at all.
CASE 1: If the engine started and ran for a few seconds : This means that the root cause of the
no start your Ford vehicle is currently experiencing is due to a lack of fuel. Usually, this also
means that the fuel pump is bad. But since we don't live in a perfect world, this could also mean
a few other things like: the fuel pump fuse is blown, or the fuel pump relay is bad. Your next
step is buy or rent a fuel pressure gauge and actually check fuel pressu
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re your local auto parts store, like AutoZone or O'Reilly Auto Parts will rent the fuel pressure
gauge to you for free for a cash deposit which they'll return to you when you return the tool.
Now, remember what I said about this test not being very accurate? Well, I suggest you do one
more test. The next test is to actually verify the fuel pressure with a fuel pressure gauge. You
can buy one or rent one your local auto parts store, like AutoZone or O'Reilly Auto Parts will
rent the fuel pressure gauge to you for free for a cash deposit which they'll return to you when
you return the tool. As an Amazon Associate, I may earn a small commission from qualifying
purchases from the Amazon product links from this website. Your purchase helps support my
work in bringing you real diagnostic testing information to help you solve the problem! Page 1
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