2003 pt cruiser alternator replacement

A bad alternator can leave your Chrysler PT Cruiser without power and unable to move. The
battery stores enough voltage to be able to start the engine without the assistance of an
alternator. It is turned by a serpentine belt. Most of the time, when replacing an alternator, the
alternator itself is relatively affordable. Here are the most common symptoms of a bad alternator
in a Chrysler PT Cruiser:. The battery light is designed to tell you that there is not enough
voltage to properly charge the battery, or that the battery itself is not holding the proper voltage.
In rare occasions the service engine soon light may light up. Outside of the battery warning
light, a dead battery is the most common symptom of a bad alternator. As the alternator can no
longer supply your PT Cruiser with an adequate power supply, it will begin to feed off of the
reserve in the battery. Once this battery reserve hits a certain level, the vehicle will begin to run
erratically and will no longer start when the key is turned. Often, the battery light will come on,
the alternator gets replaced, and then a few days later the vehicle dies. Nearly any auto parts
store will test your battery for free to see if it holds a charge. As the ignition system is no longer
able to produce a full powered spark, the engine will begin to sputter and stall. If you find
yourself in a position where you suspect that your voltage is dropping, but you need to safely
get off the highway, turn off everything that you possibly can. That will allow all of the limited
voltage in the battery to go to the ignition system. Dimming headlights are one of the most
common signs of a bad alternator in the Chrysler PT Cruiser. As your PT Cruiser begins to eat
through the voltage stored in the battery, the headlights will begin to fade. Many accessories in
a vehicle require quite a bit of voltage. Heated seats, the blower motor, power windows, and
even the radio will work erratically or not work at all when the alternator is bad. Some
alternators go bad right away, and some slowly lose their ability to charge under heavy loads.
The ones that fail completely are easy to diagnose. The battery drains and you are stuck with a
vehicle that goes nowhere. The challenge is diagnosing an alternator that is just not quite
charging like it needs to be. You can easily diagnose it with almost any multimeter. They should
get brighter after the engine starts, since the voltage is increasing by almost 2 volts. Now with
the engine idling, rev it up a little bit. Did the headlights get brighter as you increase the RPM?
This is a very strong indication that the alternator has in fact gone bad. This test depends a lot
on you to notice very subtle differences in lighting. It should not be used in substitute for
checking the voltage as described directly above. Over the life of any vehicle, the alternator is
going to go bad. Good luck diagnosing the alternator in your PT Cruiser. If there is anything that
you would like to add, please leave a comment below. Here are the most common symptoms of
a bad alternator in a Chrysler PT Cruiser: A typical alternator Battery Light The battery light is
designed to tell you that there is not enough voltage to properly charge the battery, or that the
battery itself is not holding the proper voltage. Dead Battery Outside of the battery warning
light, a dead battery is the most common symptom of a bad alternator. Dim headlights Dimming
headlights are one of the most common signs of a bad alternator in the Chrysler PT Cruiser.
Electric Accessory Issues Many accessories in a vehicle require quite a bit of voltage. Chrysler
PT Cruiser Bad Alternator Diagnosis Some alternators go bad right away, and some slowly lose
their ability to charge under heavy loads. A multi-meter is the most effective tool for diagnosing
a bad alternator Get a multimeter. Set it to read voltage. With the engine off, you should get a
reading somewhere between If you got Now, assuming that the alternator was producing over
14 volts, go ahead and turn on the headlights, air conditioner, radio, and any other accessory
you can think of, and run the same test all over again. Conclusion Over the life of any vehicle,
the alternator is going to go bad. I need to know the easiest way to remove the alternator. From
my PT Cruiser, I heard ir can be removed from the wheel well if you jack it up and remove the
plastic well. Is this true? I can't afford a mechanic right now. Do you. Hello, The alternator
comes out from the bottom so you will need to raise the car up safely first. Here is a guide to
help you see what you are in for when doing the job. Disconnect the negative battery cable.
Loosen the upper generator T-bolt lock nut. See Fig Raise vehicle Remove the right front wheel
Remove the accessory drive splash shield. See Fig Remove the pencil strut. See Fig Loosen the
lower pivot bolt. See Fig Loosen the accessory drive belt T-bolt. Unplug field circuit from
generator. Remove the generator belt. Remove the axle retaining nut. Remove the lower control
arm from steering knuckle. Remove axle shaft. Put a container under the transmission to catch
the transmission fluid from the transmission. Remove the generator lower mounting bolt and
nut from the upper T-bolt. Remove generator out the bottom. See Fig You should test the
alternator once completed. Cheers, Images Click to enlarge. Was this answer. Thank you for
your quick reply, Seems Chrysler went way out of their way to make sure you would have to
take this car to the service center to be repaired. A lot of over design if you ask me. Thanks
Again Was this answer. How do you replace an alternator on a ptcruiser Was this answer. Which
engine do you have? See pics make sure to read both pics second one is a tip from mechanics
Images Click to enlarge. The alternator on our PT cruiser diesel has failed. Am trying to get a

replacement used not so easy in the UK! I am trying to get the spec of existing and compare to
one which has been offered. The body is same shape, but back plastic cowling and wiring
connections different. Offered one comes from a diesel. Images attached of existing and
possible replacement. The replacement has twin outlet and additional spade terminal visible.
Images Click to enlarge. Hi: This vehicle with the diesel engine is not available here in N.
Therefore, I have nothing as far as specs. Based on your description, it sounds like you have
gotten an alternator for a gas US version of the vehicle which will not work for your vehicle.
Hours plus. Replaced alternator battery light was on still and when we started the car it
backfired is it due to a problem with the battery or is it something else please help as we need
the car ASAP! Great tip. In these cars many things are hard to get to but I still like the car. Use
2CarPros anytime, we are here to help. Please tell a friend. Cheers, Ken Was this answer. Please
login or register to post a reply. Got a red battery warning light on? This most likely means the
alternator has gone out and needs to be replaced. This is a common problem for most vehicles
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week between 7 AM and 9 PM. The alternator is the component that charges the battery in your
car. When you use electrical components in your car stereo, lights, etc. The alternator
recharges the battery, replenishing the lost battery power. The alternator is located in the
engine compartment. If the alternator is not working properly, your car will only stay running for
as long as the battery has power stored. Once the battery loses power, your car will not start.
Normally, a malfunctioning alternator will turn on the battery warning light or will have a low volt
gauge reading. The mechanic should check the entire charging system before installing a new
alternator, including checking battery cables for corrosion and the condition of the battery. Ask
your mechanic to inspect the condition of the charging system during every major service. The
mechanic should also clean and tighten the battery cables during every major service. Your
alternator charges your battery, which powers the electronics in your vehicle, such as the radio
and the air conditioning. The battery is also needed to turn on your vehicle. Estimate price near
me. Service Location. YourMechanic Benefits Online Booking. Mechanic comes to you. Free 50
point safety inspection. See availability. Alternator Repair Service How does an alternator help
your car run? Before repairing the alternator: The mechanic should check the entire charging
system before installing a new alternator, including checking battery cables for corrosion and
the condition of the battery. Steps when replacing an alternator: Inspect entire charging system
battery, cables, alternator. Inspect the drive belts. Test alternator output. Remove and replace
alternator if found to be faulty. Re-test alternator output. Our recommendation for alternator
replacements: Ask your mechanic to inspect the condition of the charging system during every
major service. What common symptoms indicate you may need to replace the Alternator? Dead
battery or battery will not hold a charge. Dim lights. Battery warning light is on. Why repairing
your alternator is important: Your alternator charges your battery, which powers the electronics
in your vehicle, such as the radio and the air conditioning. Yourmechanic was featured in.
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closely with factories in the design of its parts, never simply buying excess inventory in the
marketplace like some sellers do. DB Electrical engineers set high expectations for factories.
This partnership produces an alternator worthy of the DB Electrical name. Skip to main content.
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