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The same basic design was retained until the October introduction of a completely redesigned
Ram. The Chrysler A engine of cu in 5. The original design was built until the spring of , when
the facelifted, single-headlamp version arrived. Besides straight-sided beds called Sweptline ,
the D series also offered step-sided narrow beds called Utiline in 6. The first generation of the D
series was manufactured in Warren, Michigan. They were given the Dodge and Fargo brands.
The trucks were produced by the Dodge Division of the Chrysler Corporation. The Custom
Sports Special included bucket seats, console, carpeting and racing stripes. The optional
high-performance package could be ordered with a CSS truck or by itself on a base model truck
complete with Chrysler's big cu in 6. Custom Sports Special trucks were produced from to The
D series was mildly redesigned in spring of , hence there are both two-headlight and
four-headlight models titled as s. In , the D-series trucks received big-block 2-barrel engines as
a standard option. From until the early 80s, D-series trucks were assembled in Warren, Michigan
by the Chrysler Corporation. The D series were made both for the civilian market and for the
Israeli Army. There was also a bus version made mainly for army use. This bus was a seat bus
built on the chassis of the D truck using the straight-four engine with front and rear hydraulic
doors, as well as the complete D front end and dashboard. The models received a new front
grilleâ€”two rows of four holes each. A new Adventurer trim package replaced the old Custom
Sports Special; basically, it included a padded front seat with vinyl trim either full bench or
buckets with console and carpeting, plus other hallmarks such as extra chrome trim and
courtesy lighting. This generation continued to be built in South Africa as well. By , the
Adventurer would be expanded into three separate packages: the base Adventurer, the
Adventurer Sport and the top-line Adventurer SE. The Adventurer SE included such things as a
chrome grille, wood trim on the dashboard, the padded vinyl front seat with color-keyed
seatbelts, full courtesy lighting, extra insulation, dual horns, full carpeting, luxury door panel
trim, a vinyl-embossed trim strip ran along the sides of the truck, full wheel discs and a
woodgrain-insert panel on the tailgate. The models also featured a new four-section grille two
rows of two holes each. This was essentially the D already in production, with an added black or
white body-side "C" stripe decal; a Dodge Dude decal on the box at the rear marker lamps; tail
lamp bezel trim; and dog dish hub caps with trim rings. The Dude's tailgate was unique,
featuring a Dodge decal on a flat tailgate surface, without the typical tailgate's embossed logo.
The Dudes were only offered in the and model years and only 1, to 2, Dudes were produced. A
redesign of the D series for the model year introduced a more rounded look. This redesign,
which lasted until with minor changes, included new features such as an independent front
suspension and pocketed taillights the distinctive reverse-on-top lights were recessed to.
Styling cues, such as the scalloped hood and rounded fenderwells, were similar to the rounded,
smooth look of the Plymouth Satellite. These trucks were built with a considerable amount of
galvanized steel to resist rust and corrosion, making them very durable. Dodge pioneered the
extended-cab pickup with the introduction of the Club Cab with the models. Available with
either a 6. Inward-facing jump seats were available, providing room for five passengers. The D
series was made famous in the television show Emergency! The Warlock, as part of Dodge's
late s "adult toys" line, is a short wheelbase truck produced in limited production in and regular
production from to Warlocks came in black, red, green and blue, however other colors could be
special ordered. Its main draw was being a factory customized truck, also known as a "trick
truck", and was designed to appeal to young 4x4 buyers. The Warlock featured custom gold
wheels, wide tires, bucket seats, and a Utiline bed with oak racks. Optional equipment included
five-spoke wheels, bucket seats, tinted glass, chrome rear bumper, and power steering. All had
black interiors, with gold accents on the dash and the doors, and a "tuff" steering wheel. The
exterior was accented by gold pin striping around the wheel wells and the body lines. The pin
striping continued inside onto the doors, dashboard, and instrument panel. Warlock was printed
in gold on the tailgate through ; the model instead had "Warlock II" printed. The Li'l Red
Express was not available for sale in California, Florida, Maryland, Oregon and Washington and
did not meet special noise standards in certain locations. Because of this the Midnite Express
was born. The Midnite Express was not a factory option like the Li'l Red Express, it was a dealer
installed package. Dealers that could not sell the Li'l Red Express used high optioned Warlocks,
repainted them metallic black and ordered all of the Li'l Red Express parts through their parts
department. The Midnite Express was available for the model year only. This truck was
equipped much like the Li'l Red Express with exhaust stacks, wheels, and gold pinstriping. The
Midnite Express was painted black instead of red and featured a "Midnite Express Truck" decal
on the door. Most Midnite Express trucks were powered by the engine, instead of the like the Li'l
Red Express. All of these trucks were considered "lifestyle" pickups and were marketed to an
audience that wanted specialty, personal-use trucks. The models also saw the introduction of
the first diesel powered Dodge pickup truck. Available as an economy choice in light-duty

trucks and B-series vans was Mitsubishi's 6DR5 4. The diesel used standard Dodge manual and
automatic transmissions via specially made adapter plate which had the LA V8 bolt pattern.
Because of the low sales, it was phased out quickly, and as a result, it became practically a
single-year specialty. This final generation received a facelift in October when the D series was
rebadged as the Dodge Ram pickup around when Lee Iacocca took charge of the ailing Chrysler
Corporation. Such things including an embossed "DODGE RAM" name on the tailgate along
with other obvious changes like the grille and hood, the taillights, and the entire interior. More
subtle was the addition of a "shoulder" line reminiscent of the GM competition. Beginning in ,
even more corrosion-resistant steel was used in the construction of the trucks. This body style
continued until and many of these vehicles are still on the road. Many body panels are
interchangeable for all models from to , so it is not uncommon to see a "hybrid" with, as an
example, a grille mounted with a hood and a cab. Sometimes the bed is swapped with a moving
truck style box for models like these. In most jurisdictions, the year is dictated by the year of the
truck's chassis regardless of the body which has been bolted to it. Also kept was the narrow
Utiline bed that dated back to the s; this was dropped in Throttle-body injection was introduced
in The slant-6 was supplanted by the 3. The 6BT 5. Sales were good during the Sweptline era
and into the late s. A combination of stagnant styling that was nearly two decades old plus
brand loyalty primarily to Chevrolet and Ford during the s and s reduced sales volume for the
first-generation Dodge Ram. A wholly new Dodge Ram was released for the model year. The
utility body was custom built by Universal Studios for Emergency! The only change in the
restoration was a diesel engine which replaced the engine that was previously used. There were
three Dodge D-series vehicles used in the filming of Emergency! The and the were identical
except for the grilles. In the Supernatural episode " Route ", the ghost of a deceased man
haunts a town as a phantom D The vehicle is extensively modified, particularly through the
addition of two diesel smokestacks, and filmed in such a way that identifying features are hard
to see. The truck is most recognizable in a scene where Sam and Dean Winchester pull the
actual wreckage of the truck out of a pond. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. Redirected
from Dodge D Series. For Dodge's modern full-size pickup, see Ram Pickup. This article needs
additional citations for verification. Please help improve this article by adding citations to
reliable sources. Unsourced material may be challenged and removed. Motor vehicle. Main
article: Ram Pickup. Retrieved Automotive History. Curbside Classics. Dodge truck timeline,
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the tree , family owned since Truck was moved to the back yard waiting for me to retire from the
Navy. I kept every original part I could salvage. All the sheet metal and drive train is orig
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inal. I have restored a few other vehicles and by far this was the most challenging. Parts and
knowledge base are hard to come by. Thanks Bud. Browse through our list of body parts to find
fenders, doors, tailgates, and more for your truckâ€¦ browse now. I bought my first Sweptline in
Over the last 40 plus years I have accumulated a large stash of parts for them. It is now time to
let these items find their forever homes. The parts listed here in no way represents everything I
have. If you need a particular item, email me. I just may have it and have not had time to post it.
Remember these parts are 40 to 50 years old and are sold as is with no warranty or guarantee
whatsoever. This has been a wonderful hobby for me and I enjoy seeing these old trucks on the
highway. So if you care to share a pic or two of your truck, please send it to me. Include your
phone number. Maybe we will get a chance to discuss it. Email Me. Thank you for your interest
in Dodge Sweptline parts! Shop Parts Now.

