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There were two versions of the Silverado -- the C or K The C means the truck is a two-wheel
drive and the K a four-wheel drive. Two engines are available in the Silverado as well as two
transmission options. The Silverado came with two different engines, depending on the trim
level of the truck. These were the 4. The 4. The Silverado came with a five-speed manual
transmission standard, but a four-speed automatic overdrive was optional in all trim levels. The
truck gets between 14 and 17 miles per gallon in the city, depending on the model, and between
19 and 22 mpg on the highway. The extended cab with four-wheel drive and 8-foot bed gets the
least, with 14 and 19 mpg. The base Silverado, the 4. It has a wheelbase of Anti-lock brakes were
standard on all trims of the Chevy Silverado. Each model of the truck has two doors. The
regular cab seats up to three and the extended cab seats up to six. The pickups have steel
side-guard door beams and center high-mounted stoplights. According to New Car Test Drive,
the also saw the addition of steel side-guard door beams and center high-mounted stoplights
for added safety. Dimensions The base Silverado, the 4. Features Anti-lock brakes were
standard on all trims of the Chevy Silverado. While most commonly associated with pickup
trucks , the model line also included chassis-cab trucks and medium-duty trucks and served as
the basis for GM full-size SUVs. Used for both the model branding and the internal model code,
"C" denoted two-wheel drive; "K" denoted four-wheel drive. For third-generation examples
produced between and , these were replaced by "R" and "V", respectively. Introduced for the
model year, four generations of the model line were produced, with GMC rebranding full-size
pickups under a singular GMC Sierra nameplate for Launched in the fall of , the model year
introduced a new body style of light pick-up truck that featured many firsts. Most important of
these were a drop-center ladder frame, allowing the cab to sit lower, and independent front
suspension, giving an almost car-like ride in a truck. Also new for was a new designation
system for trucks made by GM. Since , trucks were available from the factory as four-wheel
drive, and the new class scheme would make this known. A C conventional in front of the series
number designates 2-wheel rear drive while a K designates 4-wheel drive. Actual badging on
Chevrolet trucks carried the series name system from the previous generation for and the 10,
20, 30, and 40 series C and K were badged as "Apaches", 50 and 60 series trucks were badged
as "Vikings", and the largest 70 and 80 series models were marked "Spartans". GMC did not use
the "C" nomenclature, though their 4x4 versions used the "K" nomenclature. The 1. The , , and
models featured ball bearing front hubs,with torsion bar front suspensions, with trailing arm
suspension rears. Trim lines were base and "Custom". The cab was modified for , with
elimination of the "wraparound" windshield and a new front grille design, along with various
interior changes, while retaining the original design on the body. A new, more modern look
came for , along with a new nickname: "Action Line". The majority of 10 series and some 20
series Chevrolet trucks from to were equipped with a coil spring trailing arm rear suspension,
which greatly improved the ride over traditional leaf springs. However, the leaf spring rear
suspension was still available on those trucks, and standard on 30 series trucks. All 2-wheel
drive trucks came with independent front suspension, while 4x4's used a conventional solid
axle with leaf springs. Optional transmissions included a three speed overdrive unit C only and
several different four-speed manuals, the Powerglide 2-speed automatic, or the
Turbo-Hydramatic and 3-speed automatic. The six and the in 3 V8 were optional engines. The
most visible change in differentiating a from models was the addition of side-marker reflectors
on all fenders. Also, the small rear window cab was no longer available the C40 and C60
medium duty trucks retained the small window. In , Chevrolet celebrated 50 years of
manufacturing trucks, and to commemorate, they released a 50th Anniversary package
featuring an exclusive white-gold-white paint scheme. Longhorns were only two-wheel-drive; no
factory Longhorn 4x4 was built. The c. Along with the new engines came a new grille design for
Chevrolet trucks and a more upright hood for both Chevrolet and GMC trucks. The GMC
version, known as the Jimmy, was introduced the same year. Some internal cab changes were
also made, most notably the switch from a hand-operated parking brake to a foot pedal, and a
more modern looking two-spoke steering wheel with plastic horn button replaced the previous
year's three-spoke wheel with chrome horn button. Also new this year were upper and lower
side moldings , which added another two-tone paint option. These were standard on CST
trucks, and optional in any other trim level. The Sierra and Sierra Grande option packages were
also added for GMCs; these were to become discrete trim levels in The only noticeable change
for was a minor update to the Chevrolet grille. At first glance, the and grilles look very similar.
However, the s plastic inserts actually have highlights that divide the appearance into six
separate sections. The , while still sold as such, was enlarged to cubic inches starting in
Numerous changes occurred in First came another new grille design the "egg crate" for
Chevrolet trucks and black paint over portions of the GMC grille. Second, an additional trim
package was introduced: the Cheyenne. On GMC models, this was equivalent to the Sierra.

These packages consisted mostly of comfort features â€” nicer interiors, more padding and
insulation, carpet, chrome trim, and upper and lower side molding and tailgate trim. Finally, the
front brakes on all light-duty trucks were switched from drum brakes to disc brakes , resulting
in much less brake fade under heavy use. The 20 and series trucks had the 8 x 6. Also,
Chevrolet changed the V8 emblem designation to V8. The models were very similar to the
models, with the only change being the rear view mirror was glued to the windshield rather than
bolted to top of the cab, and metal or vinyl-covered flat door panels were no longer available; all
trim level door panels were molded plastic with integral armrests and wood grain inserts on
Cheyenne and Sierra trim levels. For restoration, it should also be noted that the door and
window cranks were slightly longer due to the molded plastic door panels, and the vent
windows were now secured with a single screw on the inside of the door, thus differentiating it
from the model year. The trim levels were rearranged on GMCs, with the Custom now being the
lowest level the Deluxe being dropped and the Sierra and Sierra Grande becoming separate trim
levels at the top of the lineup rather than option packages as before. There are also to series
medium- and heavy-duty trucks:. These models share the cabin of the light-duty models but sit
on a taller chassis and have a taller front end of a different design, with a clamshell hood. Sierra
and Sierra Grande had been used as names on option packages since the model year. In both
series, the 'Highlander package' included special color-coordinated houndstooth cloth inserts
and additional trim colors and insulation. As pickup trucks increased in use as personal
vehicles, cab features and options moved closer in line with GM sedans with power windows
and power door locks becoming options. To further expand its practicality, a four-door crew cab
body was introduced offering 6-passenger seating. The chassis was an all-new design with all
trucks receiving a leaf-spring rear suspension ; K-Series trucks moved to all-wheel drive
shift-on-the-fly 4x4 was introduced for This generation also marks the first use of the Chevrolet
Silverado nameplate in use for Chevrolet full-size trucks today. The first line not assigned a
generational moniker by General Motors, it is known by its GMT internal codename. For , the
extended cab was redesigned, adding a rear-hinged passenger-side third door. In , GM Brazil
launched its first line of light trucks designed in Brazil, the Chevrolet C-series pickup truck; in
line with the Chevrolet Suburban, the model line was sold in a wagon configuration, renamed
from C to Chevrolet Veraneio in The model line was launched with a cubic-inch inline-6 derived
from the Chevrolet "Stovebolt" engine ; this engine was replaced in by a cubic-inch inline-6
from the Chevrolet Opala. For production, GM Brazil introduced a redesigned model line of light
trucks. Sharing its cab structure with the "Rounded Line" generation, the series received its
own front fascia sharing headlights with the Opala and larger taillamps than its American
counterpart. Far more advanced in design than its utilitarian predecessor, the series carried
over little more than its powertrains from the previous generation. Again offered in single and
double cabs introduced in , the C and A ethanol received a 4. In contrast to its American
counterpart, the series was offered nearly exclusively with 2-wheel drive; a 4x4 version was
offered for and was withdrawn before the end of the model year, following poor reliability of its
drivetrain. For , the series underwent a minor exterior revision, again sharing its headlights with
the Opala higher-trim vehicles shared wheels with GMT pickup trucks ; the interior underwent a
redesign, adopting a redesigned instrument panel. For , the model line adopted the fuel-injected
4. In contrast to the previous two generations of Brazilian Chevrolet trucks, the Chevrolet
Silverado was no longer a market-exclusive design; the Silverado was identical to the
American-market GMT pickup. Offered only as a two-door C with a standard-length bed, the
Silverado offered a hp 4. For production, production of the Silverado shifted from Argentina to
Brazil. During , Chevrolet withdrew the 4. The final Silverado D was produced in January After
many years of declining market share in the truck segment, GM Brazil shifted its production
from heavy trucks towards the S and car-based pickups. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia.
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crossover. S Jimmy. K5 Jimmy. Yukon XL. S Sonoma. The 4. Over its nearly 30 year production
history the 4. While the general make-up of the engine remained the same over its production
history, the engine revisions upgraded and changed many components and features over the
years. As you can imagine, engine technology has progressed significantly since Despite first
being introduced 35 years ago, there are tons of these vehicles still on the road today. However,
while these engines are rock-solid for the most part, there are still a handful of common
problems worth mentioning. The idle control valve sits on the throttle body and is responsible
for adjusting the amount of air that enters the engine at idle, ultimately controlling engine idle
speeds. Once you begin to use the accelerator, it opens up allowing full air flow. Over time, from
the large volumes of air that pass through it, the valve can get gunked or clogged up and being
to function poorly, creating idle issues. The throttle position sensor is responsible for reading
how far down the accelerator pedal is pressed, and relaying that to the throttle body. Like the
ICV, the throttle position sensor is mounted onto the throttle body and can wear down over
time, get dirty, or completely fail. The intake gasket sits between the intake manifold and the
cylinder head. It is responsible for sealing engine vacuum, and also engine coolant. Most
gaskets are made of rubber, or paper, and are subject to high pressures and high temperatures.
Over time, the pressure and temperature exerted on the gasket can cause it to wither down,
crack, etc. As the intake manifold controls air-to-fuel ratios, leaking vacuum can throw these off
and lead to the engine running very lean. The end result is poor performance, cylinder misfires,
and possibly stalling. Additionally, you can begin to leak engine coolant down the cylinder
block. The most noticeable symptom of this will be a low coolant light, engine overheating, or
coolant puddles underneath your car. Intake gaskets are known to start leaking as frequently as
every 50, miles. We recommend inspecting for leaks frequently and replacing this every 80,
miles or as it becomes a problem. The distributor cap failing is a common problem across all
Vortec engines. The Vortec distributor is responsible for providing the ignition coils with the
electricity required to power the spark plugs and create combustion. Wires connect to the
distributor, which has a mechanical piece inside that spins in a circle to generate the voltage for
the coils. In vortec engines, the problem stems with the cap on the distributor, not the actual
distributor itself. The cap is made of plastic. And the distributor sits in a high-heat part of the
engine with poor air circulation or cooling. The cap is prone to warping from the heat, which
results in the cap rubbing against the distributor rotor button. This causes the rotor bushing to
wear out and the distributor begins to no longer be able to turn. The simplest option here to fix
this problem is upgrading to a distributor that has an aluminum housing on it. In some cases,
the distributor can be prevented from turning completely, which will prevent the truck from
starting. In most cases, the distributor will still turn enough to power the car, but not enough for
it to run properly, causing a ton of misfires. The spider system uses a central pump with 6 tubes
connected to it that lead to each of the 4. In the L35 and LF6 engines, the spider injectors are
known to leak at the pressure regulator and at the supply and return lines due to a design fault.
Outside of leaking fuel onto the exterior of the engine itself, it can cause excess fuel to get
sucked into the engine. When this happens, you have excess fuel in the engine creating very
rich air to fuel ratios. Like pretty much all of these other engine problems, this can result in
engine misfires. Some of the fuel can go unburnt in the cylinder and then lead to premature
combustion due to heat, creating a misfire. In a properly functioning engine, fuel burns in even
pockets instead of all at once. The pockets burn in even timing, in sync with engine cycles.
Engine knock occurs when the fuel burns unevenly and out of sync with the engine cycles.
Engine knock can be caused by a ton of factors, such as low-grade fuel, bad spark plugs,
carbon build-up, etc. Engine knock is terrible for your engines internals and can cause serious
damage to the pistons and to the cylinder walls. On the 4. However, it sounds like most people
have fixed the issue by replacing the pistons in the engine. The newest 4. Owners have reported
the car requiring two quarts or more of oil in between normal oil changes. The excessive oil
consumption is likely to be caused by the Active Fuel Management system. There is currently
an opened class-action lawsuit relating to oil consumption for the Vortec engines, but many of
the Vortec owners are claiming to have similar problems. Most people have reported that
disabling the AFM system will fix the oil consumption issues. It is mostly a nuisance. Overall,
the 4. Generally, these engines are extremely capable of lasting up to , miles. However, to make

it to the k mark, you are likely going to replace the distributor, water pump, transmission,
ignition control modules, and a handful of other parts numerous times. As always, to maximize
reliability and engine longevity, its important to keep up with standard engine maintenance
schedules and tune-ups. Went with a aluminum shaft distributor and still get a multiple random
misfire. In my opinion the Chevy 4. Do you have any pictures, web links, and YouTube videos
that can show me exactly where the knock sensor is on a 4. Could be your coil. The aluminum
distributor I bought was 20 degrees retarded and my engine misfired until I ground the hold
down and now it runs good. The mass airflow sensor can make it misfire also. I have a Chevy 5
speed v6 with , miles on it. Nothing ever been put on except a slave cylinder. Only codes i have
ever had were P,for long time ran great. Had something similar happen. Check if the coil is
firing. Could be the same problem. I have a 4. It is my daily driver. I had a ford with a v6 it was a
good truck to with miles. I hope the chevy will be as good. I it got a bad mess and iwas told it
could be a fuel regulator bad spiders and it will to fix iff i keep driver it it will wreck motor let me
no ty. I have a 95 gmc sonoma 4. In some situations where there is a vacuum leak, a properly
operating Mass Air Flow sensor MAF is sending correct air-to-fuel-ratio information to the
Power-train Control Module PCM , but the intake manifold is sucking a different ratio because
the vacuum leak occurs after air passes through the MAF. I bought my Silverado used in It is
unusual in that it has a 4. V6 with standard cab, long bed, premium sound system with surround
sound, and a factory towing package with electric trailer brakes, bed cover, and 4 wheel drive.
The truck had 98, miles on the clock. The truck pulled my 4, lb. The truck has , miles now. The
only problems I had were: 1. Water pump leaking 2. Intake manifold water leak. Fuel pump
failed. O2 sensor failed. Radio CD player died 7. Replaced entire brake system due to corrosion
and fluid leaks. Overall this truck has been a great truck. I get compliments offers to buy it all
the time. Man oh man this truck has been a whopper for meâ€¦. At about k miles in I decided to
run some sea foam through itband give it a basic tune up. Ran good the day of snd night of the
tune up. Okay, so then I dive into it after work. All new sensors under the hood, new distributor
cap and rotor, new plugs , new plug wires, new ignition coil, new alternator, new thermostat.
Other than the electrically body harness and everything else that bolts to the motor. Then still
fought the same missfire issues for another couple of months. So the new motor and
transmission are installed. And still Im facing the same problems to today. Truck fires up. I
mostly get the p and p codes with some random p or p codes. It is essentially a beat up on the
outside looking but brand new everywhere else truck. I honestly believe that the 4. I think just
like everything else somethings might go wrong with some of the 4. But these are just my
opinions. And like I said my Chevy 4. Dodsonsays For sure they are great motors. Right now the
P code is my nemesis. And from DS head to DS block to the chassis. From Battery Negative to
original location next to the starter motor and from Battery negative to the front cross member
chassis. Battery Negative to Block, done. Block to chassis, done. Block to body, done. Almost
no information. Just ordered me the Ancel FX diagnostics scanner tool on Amazon. Hello i have
a Gmc Sierra with a blown 4. Only replaced O2 sensor and alternator so far. Looking forward to
the next k. Matthew I really believe what you should have done from the start was check your
injectors. Not the wiring. The one thing you did was internal.. The injectors fire because of the
ignition module knowing what cylinder position and it controls the ground and closes the
circuit. Some vehicles moved that function to the computer.. But if it has an ignition module and
injectors first. Your email address will not be published. Notify me of follow-up comments by
email. Notify me of new posts by email. Our site is all about Chevy Trucks, from the classics to
today. We post engine problems guides, reliability guides, performance upgrades, lift kits,
suspension, you name it. Chevy 4. Symptoms of Failing Vortec Distributor Engine misfires P to
P engine codes for misfire Engine is slow to start, or not starting Poor idling, acceleration, etc.
Comments Chevy Silverado 4. This indicates a random misfire, and one which has been caused
by a vacuum leak. Before you throw in the towel, you gotta check for vacuum leaks! Leave a
Reply Cancel reply Your email address will not be published. Footer About ChevyTrucks.
Search Search the site Legal Pages Privacy Policy. Privacy Policy. Introduced in , this full-size
pickup includes steel side-guard door beams and center high-mounted stoplights, introduced to
comply with federal mandates for that year. For , the different trim lines and packages included
high-back reclining front bucket seats, two-tone color schemes, pop-open quarter or full sliding
rear windows, horizontal split grille and stepped rear bumpers. Bed 2WD model. The standard
engine was the 4. The engine had a displacement of 4, cc, a bore and stroke of 4 inches by 3.
The gallon tank granted a fuel economy of 17 miles per gallon in the city and 21 on the highway
for the automatic, and 17 in the city and 22 on the highway for the manual. This two-door pickup
measured inches long by The wheelbase of The interior featured standard seating for three with
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an option for two. It had front measurements of 40 inches for headroom, According to
Automotive Information Systems, areas of the truck showing moderate reliability problems for
were the engine, transmission and driveline and brakes. Steering and suspension, climate
control, starting and charging, and accessories showed minimal problems. This gave the truck
an overall reliability rating of four out of five. Aurelio Locsin has been writing professionally
since He published his first book in and is a frequent contributor to many online publications,
specializing in consumer, business and technical topics. Locsin holds a Bachelor of Arts in
scientific and technical communications from the University of Washington. Interior The interior
featured standard seating for three with an option for two. Reliability According to Automotive
Information Systems, areas of the truck showing moderate reliability problems for were the
engine, transmission and driveline and brakes. References Automobile.

