Aftermarket wiring harness diagram

This article explains how to identify car speaker wire colors when installing a car stereo. The
easiest way to wire in an aftermarket car stereo is to look at car stereo wiring diagrams for the
specific vehicle and head unit, but it's actually possible to get the job done without any labels,
adapters, or diagrams. Although there are exceptions to every rule, most aftermarket car
stereos use a standardized coloring scheme for the power, ground, antenna , and speaker
wires. If you have the pigtail that came with your aftermarket head unit, and it uses the standard
colors, then the wires will have the following purposes and colors:. If you find yourself with a
used car stereo that you want to install, and you have the pigtail that came with the head unit,
then it's usually just a process of checking the list above to see what each wire in the pigtail
needs to connect to. The reason that car stereo wiring harness adapters are so useful is that
while aftermarket car stereos have all the same inputs and outputs as the factory stereos that
they're designed to replace, those inputs and outputs aren't all in the same places. If you can
get your hands on the right car stereo wiring adapter, it vastly simplifies the installation
process. One end of the adapter plugs into the car stereo , the other end plugs into the wiring
harness that originally connected to the factory stereo, and that's all there is to it. The problem
is that while harness adapters are fairly inexpensive, and they're available for a wide variety of
car and head unit combinations, there really isn't any wiggle room in terms of compatibility. For
a head unit wiring harness to work, it needs to be specifically designed for both your vehicle
and your new head unit. If you can't figure out the specific model of a used head unit, then
you're better off identifying the purpose of each wire and just manually connecting everything
the right way. In that same vein, there is also a chance that there just isn't an adapter available
for any given combination of vehicle and head unit. While it is technically possible to install a
head unit without a wiring harness , it is a whole lot more complicated than the sort of basic
head unit installation process that most do-it-yourselfers are comfortable with. Jeremy
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25, Tweet Share Email. The right-front speaker wires are gray, left-front speakers are white,
right-rear speakers are purple, and left-rear speakers are green. Ground wires are black,
antenna wires are blue, and amplifier wires are blue with a white stripe. Was this page helpful?
Thanks for letting us know! Email Address Sign up There was an error. Please try again. You're
in! Thanks for signing up. There was an error. Tell us why! More from Lifewire. Aftermarket
Stereo Wiring Diagram â€” aftermarket car stereo wiring diagram, aftermarket cd player wiring
diagram, aftermarket pioneer cd player wiring diagram, Every electrical structure is made up of
various distinct components. Each component should be placed and linked to other parts in
specific way. So as to make sure the electrical circuit is built properly, Aftermarket Stereo
Wiring Diagram is needed. How can this diagram aid with circuit construction? The diagram
provides visual representation of an electrical structure. However, this diagram is a simplified
variant of this arrangement. It makes the process of building circuit easier. There are two things
which are going to be present in any Aftermarket Stereo Wiring Diagram. The first element is
symbol that indicate electric component from the circuit. A circuit is generally composed by
various components. Another thing that you will get a circuit diagram could be traces. Lines in
the diagram show exactly how every element connects to one another. The arrangement is also
not logical, unlike wiring schematics. Diagram only shows where to place component at a place
relative to other components within the circuit. One thing that you must learn before reading a
circuit diagram would be your symbols. The most common components are capacitor, resistor,
and battery. There are also other components like floor, switch, motor, and inductor. It all rides
on circuit that is being assembled. As stated earlier, the traces at a Aftermarket Stereo Wiring
Diagram signifies wires. Sometimes, the cables will cross. However, it does not imply link
between the wires. Injunction of 2 wires is generally indicated by black dot in the junction of two
lines. Colours can also be utilised to differentiate cables. Ordinarily, there are two chief types of
circuit links. The first one is known as series connection. Because of the electric current in each
and every part is comparable while voltage of the circuit is total of voltage in each component.
Parallel connection is more complicated compared to series one. Unlike in series connection,
the voltage of every part is similar. It is because the component is directly connected to power
resource. This circuit contains branches that are passed by different electric current levels. The
current joins together when the branches match. There are numerous things that an engineer
should focus on if drawing wirings diagram. To start with, the symbols utilized in the diagram
should be accurate. It should represent the exact element needed to construct an intended
circuit. Meanwhile, the negative supply emblem is set under it. The current flows from the left

side to right. In addition to that, diagram drawer is suggested to restrict the amount of line
crossing. The line and part placement should be made to minimize it. However, if it is
unavoidable, use universal emblem to indicate if there is a intersection or when the lines are not
actually connected. Because you can see drawing and translating Aftermarket Stereo Wiring
Diagram can be a complicated endeavor on itself. The information and ideas that have been
elaborated above ought to be a wonderful kick start, however. Aftermarket Stereo Wiring
Diagram. Riding Lawn Mower Ignition Switch Wiring Diagram â€” craftsman riding lawn mower
ignition switch wiring diagram, murray riding lawn mower ignition switch wiring diagram, riding
lawn mower ignition switch wiring diagram, Every electric structure is made up of various
distinct pieces. Each component ought toâ€¦. Each component ought to be placed and linked to
other parts in specific mannerâ€¦. Gm 2 Wire Alternator Wiring Diagram â€” gm 2 wire alternator
wiring diagram, Every electrical structure consists of various diverse parts. Each part ought to
be placed and connected with other parts in specific way. If not, the structure will not function
as it oughtâ€¦. Gallery of Aftermarket Stereo Wiring Diagram. Related Post to Aftermarket Stereo
Wiring Diagram Riding Lawn Mower Ignition Switch Wiring Diagram Riding Lawn Mower Ignition
Switch Wiring Diagram â€” craftsman riding lawn mower ignition switch wiring diagram, murray
riding lawn mower ignition switch wiring diagram, riding lawn mower ignition switch wiring
diagram, Every electric structure is made up of various distinct pieces. Speaker Selector Switch
Wiring Diagram. The picture below shows the wiring color codes for a CEA aftermarket radio
harness that is included with most radios. You Are essentially continuing the flow of an
electrical circuit when your connecting a wiring harness for your stereo. Crimp caps are pretty
easy to find at your local parts shop, even at your local car audio shop. Soldering is a bit more
difficult, your using a soldering iron that gets extremely hot to melt led free solder onto your
wiring connection. I promise this is easier than it sounds. Heres a quick video with a pretty in
depth explanation of wiring a harness. Pay attention to how neat he keeps his wires, this is
important. Keeping your wiring neat can help to kill the chance of wires shorting out. This
wiring harness adapter that you need is specific to the year, make and model of your vehicle.
The cool thing is that it also follows the same CEA wiring color codes that are shown in the
picture above. So all you need to do is to connect them by matching them color to color.
However, there are a few pieces of information you need to know in order to find out. You know
them very wellâ€¦. They all have to do with your vehicle and the options it may or may not have.
If you answered yes to number 5 then you wont need a radio harness more than likely.
Generally shops use a wiring harness to install aftermarket radios assuming there is a harness
on the market for that vehicle. If you answered yes to number 4 then youll need a special
harness that provides a low level signal to your factory amplifier. You may not know you have
an amplifier, or a factory subwoofer. If you are looking to find a wiring harness for your specific
vehicle, I recommend using this easy vehicle fit-guide source. All you have to do is to enter your
vehicle information and they show you everything you need! If you have any questions you can
contact us by sending us a message on Facebook. There are many ways that you can add on a
usb to your factory system without having a USB slot currently available. How Much Bass is
Too Much? There are literally dozens of ways to answer this question. In short, Every customer
is different, [â€¦]. After all, not all of [â€¦]. Its pretty frequent that we get customers that have
audio issues due to factory amplifier or speaker mishaps that require an amp [â€¦]. Are Radio
wiring Harnesses Easy To install? Again, the goal was to get our car drivable and do it on a
budget. Therefore, it was a no brainer when choosing the right harness to get us there. I truly
believe anyone can install this harness with a little patience. It's affordable and above all else,
it's dependable. The 12 circuit harness is great because every wire is labeled every few inches
so you always know which wire is which. Another great feature of this wire harness is the
easy-to-follow step-by-step instructions provided in the kit. There are handy diagrams for each
area of the harness from the charging system, the gauges and instrumentation panel, and the
headlights and tail lights. Being a universal kit, each diagram is also specific to your
application, whether it may be Ford, Chevy, or Mopar. Most of the systems in the harness are
designed for GM components such as the steering column, but nonetheless, we found it fairly
simple to alter each connection to fit our classic Dodge. After ripping out the old harness and
cleaning up the connections that were still usable, it was time to install the new harness. We
found it useful to lay out the entire harness and route each separate area at a time. To start we
routed all necessary wires to the rear of the car using the factory clips and trunk grommets. One
important addition to note when installing any new wire harness is the incorporation of a wire
loom or conduit. They are offered in various lengths and styles including plastic and fabric
sheathing. Using your typical wire strippers and cutters, we hand wired each connection to test
the system before crimping and soldering on the new terminals. When it came to the taillights,
and the headlights for that matter, we needed to splice into two wires on each side to

accommodate the dual tail lights. These kits are designed with single light applications in mind,
so we had to tap some extra wires into the system to complete the assembly. To remedy this
issue, we simple sourced a dual headlight pigtail from the local salvage yard. Our particular
pigtail came off a Oldsmobile Cutlass, which luckily for us, came with dual headlights. After a
simple connection to the sourced pigtail, they plugged right in and were right at home in the
Charger. Next up was the area I was most concerned about, the gauges. Initially I intended to
use the original instrument cluster, but after investigating their usability some it was evident
that we would need to have them restored before reinstalling. Once the new dash was in place,
wiring to these new gauges was a breeze. Additionally, I decided to wire in an all new ignition
switch , headlight dimmer , and headlight switch rather than trying to utilize the original and
worn out components. This was simply cut down from an old steel table frame that conveniently
had the correct diameter holes for the indicator lights as well as the 90 degree angle I was
looking for to mount directly under the dash. As for the steering column, our setup happened to
be slightly different than what the instructions called for. To get around this issue, we simply
did some quick researching and got a hold of the original wiring diagram for our car. After a
couple minutes of tracing the correct wires to the new ones, it was a matter of minutes before
we had the new harness successfully routed and connected to our steering column. Another
area of concern that turned out to not be difficult at all was the charging system. Our classic
Mopar originally came equipped with a voltage regulator, ballast resistor, and breaker points
system. As mentioned in a previous article, we swapped the OEM distributor for an aftermarket
HEI type system with everything already built-in. The other upgrade we made was to the original
alternator, by purchasing an aftermarket one-wire unit with internal regulator. This made
hooking up our charging system easy, as we eliminated the original voltage regulator and
resistor and were left with a clean and happily wired engine bay. A neat feature of this kit is that
the harness instructions include a troubleshooting guide, should you happen to have any
issues after install. The only thing we came across after testing and final install were a couple
loose connections, and one headlight brighter than the other. What we learned after addressing
each of these issues was to check and recheck all connections to ensure a safe and secure
circuit. Additionally, and maybe a simple step that we totally overlooked, make sure you have
good grounds where needed. Another item to note is that when feeding wires through the
firewall and any other metal barrier, it is important to have all corresponding grommets securely
in place of these routing areas. Overtime, wires can fray and short-out due to constant vibration
and friction against the metal body. With the entire system test fit, all lights operating safely,
and the car running smoothly, it was time to get our connections ready for final install. For this,
you can use either an adhesive lined heat shrink butt crimps with a good crimping tool or you
can solder the connection and slip over the heat shrink tubing insulation. In either case, it is
important to tug test the connections before shrinking them down. If the wire pulls out easily
then the connection must be redone. Also be sure to slip the shrink tubing on prior to tying and
soldering the wires. Once done properly, you will have a good strong and protected connection
to last years to come. Products to Compare max of 3 X. Videos All Videos. More Info. Related
Articles. Next up for Jeff's Chevelle is fuse block mounting and wiring. View this guide on how
to remove old wiring to installing a new fuse block and 22 circuit wiring harness. A guide on
removing and installing a new electric motor kit for exhaust cutouts. This Chevelle project gets
rewired with a Speedway Motors wiring kit. Follow along as Jeff guides you through this
application, starting with a good mounting location for the fuse box. Learn more on continuity,
grounding and relays. Learn the benefits of using this kit including expanded fuel capacity and
a 24 gallon tank. Learn how to use a windshield remover tool to assist with in-depth builds. A
step-by-step guide to windshield removal. Follow along as Jeff demonstrates how to strip paint
from the body panels of his Chevelle using a restorer porter cable tool. Learn how to save time
by having the panels acid dipped to remove layers of paint. Learn how simple it is to remove
broken or stubborn studs with Titan Tools extractor tool. Jeff chooses Redline Radial Tires and
black powder-coated steel wheels for his Chevelle. See how he installs the tires with some
helpful tips along the way. To keep this project moving forward, Jeff installs a gear reduction
mini starter on his big block. See how to apply the mini starter on or tooth flexplates. Jeff
tackles the installation of the Lokar Muscle Car Shifter inside of a factory stick-shift floor pan
section. Our universal wiring harness is the perfect solution for vehicles with no reproduction
harness options, custom builds, or the budget-minded DIY builder. This highly versatile wire
harness works with nearly any volt vehicle, engine, and transmission combination carb or EFI,
automatic or manual , including engine swaps. Whether you're building an option-loaded car, or
just want to have extra circuits available for future updates, this circuit wiring kit has you
covered. A compact fuse box mounts discreetly out of view, or choose an open installation for
easy access. Any unused circuits can be bundled up and tucked away under the dash for future

use. The harness includes generous foot-long tail light leads for easy mounting in most
vehicles, even full-size cars, trucks or vans. Wiring up the steering column controls can be a
daunting task, but our harness makes it easy. This harness plugs directly into most GM-style tilt
steering columns. It connects to aftermarket tilt columns from ididit, Flaming River or Speedway
Motors, as well as factory GM tilt columns from cars, trucks and vans see our full list of
compatible GM columns. Not using a GM tilt column? No problem. This harness easily splices
into other steering columns with the included pin-out wiring diagram it helps to have a wiring
schematic for your vehicle here, too. Wires are conveniently bundled and labeled every 6 inches
- just take your time and be attentive when splicing it in. Note that this wiring kit includes a
GM-style headlight switch, dimmer switch and turn signal flasher for reliable service and easy
replacement. Patches and splicing are tedious and unreliable. Your car deserves better! Start
fresh with modern polyethylene-insulated, stranded bare copper wire. Each harness is
constructed from premium quality GXL automotive wiring, with the appropriate wire diameter
for each fused circuit ranging 8 to 16 gauge. In other words, you can expect the same quality of
automotive wiring used by the big 3 OE manufacturers. No more fragile, corroded glass fuses!
Crimp connectors and terminals are included to get you started right away. Our universal circuit
harness consists of 11 branches that are conveniently bundled, so you can get started right
away. The included 7-page instruction booklet, with color printed pictures, covers each of these
pre-bundled circuits in detail. Products to Compare max of 3 X. Add to Cart. In Stock. Ships
FREE here for details and exclusions. Store Pickup Availability X. Lincoln, NE -. Select your
vehicle to verify fitment. Select a vehicle to verify fitment. Select Vehicle. Part Add to Buildlist.
Click to Login. Whether you are building an option loaded car or just want extra circuits
available for upgrades this 22 circuit harness is perfect for your build Premium high
temperature wire with easy to read labels printed every six inches ensures a trouble free
installation Comprehensive instructions with full color pictures takes the headache out of your
wiring project GM column wiring plug ribbon plug is included and comes pre-wired for your
convenience OEM style fuse block with an integrated flasher unit mount delivers a professional
appearance. Number of Circuits:. Fuse Block Included:. Compatible with GM Column:. Ignition
Key Location:. Column or Dash. Fuse Style:. Part :. Sold in Quantity:. Info Our universal wirin
2005 honda civic parts diagram
2004 lincoln navigator repair manual
2005 dodge ram 2500 radio wiring diagram
g harness is the perfect solution for vehicles with no reproduction harness options, custom
builds, or the budget-minded DIY builder. Plug-and-Play with GM Tilt Columns Wiring up the
steering column controls can be a daunting task, but our harness makes it easy. Conveniently
Bundled Wires Our universal circuit harness consists of 11 branches that are conveniently
bundled, so you can get started right away. Features Perfect for restoration projects, custom
vehicles or budget-minded DIY builders Universal design for nearly any volt vehicle â€” great
for engine swaps! Ground shipping only in the contiguous US. Related Products. More Like
This. View All Chassis Wiring Harnesses. Unbox our most popular wiring harness with Tim.
Speedway Motors employee Pat O. Mounting a Fuse Block to the Firewall- Chevelle. Next up for
Jeff's Chevelle is fuse block mounting and wiring. View this guide on how to remove old wiring
to installing a new fuse block and 22 circuit wiring harness. You May Also Like.

