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The ATS base engine had been a naturally aspirated 2. Optional engines include a 2. The 2. A
diesel engine had been planned to be available in the future. An 8-speed automatic transmission
was introduced for the model year. Cadillac currently sells the ATS in the U. Although Cadillac
believed that customers would favor a 5 Series sized car at a 3 Series price, that assumption
proved to be incorrect. Cadillac's research found that target customers who already owned
vehicles like the 3 Series or A4 did not want a larger vehicle. General Motors began
development of a smaller car that would satisfy these target customers; that car would
eventually become the Cadillac ATS. Cadillac showed a pre-production styling buck of the ATS
to the press on 11 August Sales in China began on 21 November During the early development
of the ATS, GM engineers determined that downsizing the GM Sigma II platform that
underpinned the second-generation CTS would result in a vehicle that was too heavy and that
using an economical, front-wheel drive platform would sacrifice performance. For model year,
the refreshed Cadillac ATS gained most of its styling from its Coupe version, the two-bar grille,
redesigned Cadillac emblem, seen on the ATS coupe first, and will eventually be placed on
every Cadillac lineup. Exterior tweaks for the Cadillac ATS front fascia has been lowered, and
more exterior paint choices have been made. The ATS interior is a carryover for , but has seen
some modest technology updates for as well. For the model year, the ATS replaces the 6-speed
6L45 automatic transmission with the new 8-speed 8L45 and the 3. Automatic start-stop
technology was added for the 2. GM claimed this ultracapacitor-based system reduced CO2
output by 6 percent. The ATS is a compact four-door, five-passenger sedan. A two-door coupe
went on sale in summer as a model. The front suspension is a MacPherson strut , double-pivot
set up, using a pair of ball joints and lower control links. A mechanical limited-slip differential is
standard with the manual transmission variant and is an available on the premium automatic.
The ATS is available in either a rear- or all wheel drive layout, has four available engines and
two available transmissions. From to , the ATS base engine in the U. As of , the base engine is a
2. A naturally aspirated 3. The model year ATS replaces all uses of the 6-speed 6L45 with the
new 8-speed 8L45 automatic transmission. For China, and models used the GM 6T70 gearbox.
The GM 8L45 gearbox replaced it for models onwards. In China, at the time of the model's
introduction, the ATS is available in five exterior colors and two interior colors over four trim
levels: Standard, Luxury, Elite and Comfort. The ATS coupe is wider than the sedan. Two
models were available at launch. One with a 2. Buyers have a choice of six-speed manual or a
six-speed automatic transmission, and the option of all wheel drive or standard rear wheel
drive. The Cadillac ATS Coupe is the first production model to wear Cadillac's newly revised
brand logo without its previous laurel wreath, and was first shown on the Cadillac Elmiraj
concept car. The 2 litre LTG turbocharged petrol engine is standard across the range producing
and horsepower. Trim levels are known as the 25T and 28T. The ATS-V sedan and coupe were
introduced for the model year. The Cadillac managed to accelerate faster than both German
vehicles and was the fastest around Willow Springs International Motorsports Park ; it was also
the least expensive in the test. Johnny O'Connell won the championship in , finished fourth in
and sixth in In addition, Michael Cooper finished third in and second in Testing conducted by
the United States National Highway Traffic and Safety Administration scored the and ATS, in
both rear- and all-wheel drive variants, at five stars in frontal crash, side crash and rollover
protection, resulting in five stars overall, the highest possible score. From Wikipedia, the free
encyclopedia. Motor vehicle. Retrieved February 12, Detroit Free Press. Archived from the
original on Retrieved Source Interlink Media. According to ATS chief engineer Dave Masch, one
of the things Cadillac learned from its time spent with owners of competitive vehicles Motor
Trend. Masch's team believes BMW moved away from the driver-focused chassis tune of the
E46 with the current 3 Series -- the E90 -- and expects that trend will continue with the next-gen
3 Series due later this year. This morning at the media preview hosted by General Motors in its
design dome, VP of Design Ed Welburn showed off full-size styling bucks of the next two
models from Cadillac. The base engine is a 2. The real points of interest are the new
turbocharged 2. Guangzhou, China: General Motors. Shanghai: General Motors. General Motors
will introduce the award-winning Cadillac ATS compact luxury sports sedan in China in the
fourth quarter of Car and Driver. Hearst Communications. The result is the new Alpha platform.
For MY , the Cadillac ATS will see a new front fascia that incorporates the brand's new
wreath-less emblem, and a sleeker front bumper. The interior has been upgraded as well with
new trim options as well as some new tech including Siri Eyes Free functionality, dictated text
messaging and optional inductive smartphone charging. Lansing State Journal. Lansing,
Michigan: Federated Publications. For Lansing, it means at least jobs at GM's Lansing Grand
River assembly plant and hundreds more at local suppliers. Detroit, Michigan: General Motors.
The first Cadillac ATS compact luxury sport sedan intended for public sale was built today at
the Lansing Grand River assembly plant in Michigan, culminating a massive design and

development project. Automotive News. Crain Communications. General Motors plans to
introduce a coupe version of its Cadillac ATS compact next year, one in a spate of vehicle
introductions for the luxury brand. The ATS Coupe is expected to go on sale next summer. The
Wall Street Journal U. Driver's Seat. The development engineers who built the new Cadillac
ATSâ€”rear- or all-wheel-drive on GM's new Alpha platform architecture; five-passengers and
four doors watch this space for coupe, convertible and wagon variants The New York Times.
The New York Times Company. General Motors. July 23, Archived from the original on
November 21, The result is a base rear-drive curb weight of 3, pounds--at least pounds less than
any A4, 3-series, C-class or IS--and a consistent mass advantage over all equipment
configurations. Detroit, Michigan: General Motors Company. The award-winning 3. Mark Reuss,
president of G. Ward's Auto. Penton Media. Docherty declines to provide a timetable on the
diesel powertrains, although North America will get an oil-burner for the ATS, so it stands to
reason Europe would see it first. According to Cadillac, the 2. General Motors Company.
Department of Transportation. December Now another vehicle in the General Motors stable has
scored top marks on the frontal, side and rollover crash tests on its way to a five-star overall
rating: the Cadillac ATS in both rear- and all-wheel-drive variants. Popular Mechanics. This time,
Detroit was up to the German challenge. Los Angeles: Motor Press Guild. Archived from the
original PDF on Dealers Deliver 2. Retail Sales and Share Gains for ". Industry in Fourth Quarter
and Calendar Year". GM Corporate Newsroom. Retrieved 9 January Colwell, K. March Csere,
Csaba July Dyer, Ezra Hardigree, Matt Gawker Media. Lieberman, Jonny September Neil, Dan
Rumble Seat. Sherman, Don August Undercoffler, David The Los Angeles Times. Tribune
Interactive. Vlasic, Bill Part No. Archived PDF from the original on Cadillac vehicles. Established
in , a General Motors division since Category Commons. Hidden categories: CS1
Chinese-language sources zh Articles with short description Short description is different from
Wikidata Commons category link from Wikidata. Namespaces Article Talk. Views Read Edit View
history. Help Learn to edit Community portal Recent changes Upload file. Download as PDF
Printable version. Wikimedia Commons. Bob Boniface exterior Eric Clough interior. FR layout
F4 layout. Compact executive car D. Fleetwood FWD. Sixty Special FWD. Fleetwood Brougham.
Fleetwood RWD. Fleetwood Limousine. Series Personal luxury. Compact crossover. Mid-size
crossover. Full-size SUV. Extended length SUV. Escalade ESV. Escalade EXT. The Cadillac CTS
is an executive car that was manufactured and marketed by General Motors from to across
three generations. Historically, it was priced similar to cars on the compact luxury spectrum;
but it has always been sized closely to its mid-size rivals. The third generation competes
directly with the mid-size luxury cars. Initially available only as a 4-door sedan on the GM Sigma
platform , GM had offered the second generation CTS in three body styles: 4-door sedan, 2-door
coupe, and 5-door sport wagon also using the Sigma platform â€” and the third generation was
offered only as a sedan, using a stretched version of the GM Alpha platform. Wayne Cherry and
Kip Wasenko designed the exterior of the first generation CTS, marking the production debut of
a design language marketed as "Art and Science" first seen on the Evoq concept car. The
second generation CTS-V sedan, coupe and station wagon was sold through , concurrent with
the third generation standard sedan, until the third generation CTS-V was ready. Introduced in
early as a model, the CTS sedan was built on GM's new rear-wheel drive Sigma platform and
sported a fully independent suspension. It was the first Cadillac to be offered with a manual
transmission since the Cimarron. Wayne Cherry and Kip Wasenko designed the exterior of the
first generation CTS and this vehicle marked the production debut of the "Art and Science"
design language first seen on the Evoq concept car. Originally powered by a 3. The 3. In Europe,
the 2. For the model year, the Getrag was replaced with an Aisin AY-6 six-speed. The and
CTS-Vs were equipped with the 5. Larger anti-roll bars and larger shocks were also added. The
spring rate was significantly increased. The update also included a stronger rear differential and
half shaft design. Brakes were In addition, GM badges were added on models. For performance
enthusiasts, a high performance suspension package RPO FG2 was available as a dealer
installed option. From and , the CTS-V came with the 5. From to , the previous LS6 engine was
superseded by the new 6. While both engines offer the same HP and torque specifications, the
LS2's benefit was a wider torque band, due to the higher displacement it offered. The only
available transmission was the six-speed manual Tremec T The transmission used the skip-shift
feature to conserve fuel during light loads by preventing drivers from using the second and
third gears, and a dual mass flywheel to reduce "rattle" in no load conditions. The rear axle was
a Getrag limited slip IRS unit with a 3. The â€” base model featured a 3. A second engine, a new
3. A 6-speed manual transmission was standard equipment on the second generation CTS and
GM's 6-speed Hydra-matic 6L50 automatic transmission was available as an option on all
variants. On-demand all-wheel drive was offered with both engines when equipped with an
automatic transmission. The second generation CTS was wider and longer than the original,

measuring Wheelbase remained unchanged at Other changes included a revamped exterior,
with a new, larger grille, slimmer headlights and taillights, side air extractor vents located
forward of the front doors, and new nine-spoke inch wheels, surrounding larger
high-performance brake calipers and rotors. Available features on the second-gen CTS included
a Bose 5. As a result, a small batch of cars which had already been shipped to Australia were
transferred to New Zealand and sold via selected GM Holden dealers. Owing to their popularity,
some dealers sourced further UK market spec models. During the model year, the GM badges
were dropped, although early models still had GM badges. For the CTS, the front grille used
higher quality materials to give a more vertical design, and the Cadillac logo was being subtly
changed to give a more vibrant appearance. The biggest change was to the engine. Although
kept the same 3. The coupe's unveiling surprised the media and public, stealing a great deal of
attention away from the CTS-V. In November , the production version was unveiled in a press
release. The coupe went into production in spring for sale in August as a model. The standard
engine was a 3. Like the sedan, both six-speed manual and automatic transmissions, in either
RWD or AWD configurations, were available. A CTS-V version was added for The CTS Sport
Wagon is available in either rear-wheel-drive or all-wheel-drive layouts, and is powered by either
a 3. The car is made for primarily the European market, where in some countries, wagons are
preferred to sedans. The suspension features coil springs front and rear. The front suspension
is a control arm arrangement while the rear is an independent multi-link suspension. The front
brakes were increased in size to The rear brakes are Steering is speed-sensing hydraulic-assist
rack-and-pinion. The steering ratio is The LSA engine has a bore x stroke of 4. The crankshaft is
forged steel using powdered-metal connecting rods. Pistons are high-silicon Hypereutectic
Aluminium alloy replacing the forged aluminum used in the LS9 engine. The compression ratio
is 9. The cylinder heads are based on the Corvette's LS3 head and are cast from type T6
Aluminum alloy. The exhaust manifolds are cast iron. The supercharger is a twin four-lobe
screw compressor -type unit displacing 1. Intake air is cooled with a water-to-air intercooler
built directly into the supercharger unit. There are manual and automatic transmission choices.
The manual is a Tremec TR six-speed transmission with a short-throw shifter, twin disk clutch
and dual-mass flywheel. The 6L90 automatic is a paddle shift conventional planetary gearing
and torque converter -based automatic six-speed. Standard features include: leather seats,
lateral acceleration gauge, inch aluminum alloy wheels, Michelin Pilot Sport PS2 tires, a built-in
40GB hard drive to store music, and LED flash tracers to tell the driver when to shift. Options
include polished wheels, sunroof , navigation system and, for the first time, Cadillac offers way
adjustable performance Recaro seats. According to Vince Muniga, a spokesman for GM, "All
high-performance projects are on indefinite hold. The engineers are moving into different areas
of the organization, and they will work on Cadillacs, Buicks, Chevrolets and Pontiacs. For the
model year, GM badges were dropped from near the doors, although earlier models still had the
badges. The CTS-V Coupe features unique centered twin exhausts, a larger grille for air intake,
and an optional "saffron" interior trim color. The quarter mile time is reported to be The CTS-V
sedan achieved a lap time of The record breaking vehicle was sold in at the Barrett-Jackson
Palm Beach auction. The CTS uses the 2. The twin turbocharged engine is only available in the
CTS Vsport, a new trim that serves as a step between the 3. Despite carrying the CTS name, the
third generation model is actually closer in size and market position to the former STS. General
Motors began assembling CTS sedans intended for sale to customers on September 16, Sales
began in October As customary with award winners, the magazine acquired a CTS in Vsport
trim for a long-term test. Its verdict lauded the car's driving dynamics and reliability but
criticized its CUE multi-media interface. The article praised the handling of the CTS stating
"[The CTS] is the only car in this group that didn't just put up with hard driving, it indeed
goaded its driver to go faster. The article criticized the engine for being "coarse in the upper
ranges", the acceleration times, the fuel economy and the CUE entertainment system. Sales
concerns led Cadillac to offer rebates to the models and lower sticker prices on the models. All
engines available in the CTS are constructed from cast aluminum blocks and heads and use
direct injection and variable valve timing. For the model year, the 6-speed 6L45 automatic
transmission was replaced by the new 8-speed 8L45 automatic transmission, with the 8L45 also
taking over duties with the naturally aspirated 3. A new 3. The third generation CTS-V includes a
6. The success of the CTS has been attributed in part to the car's placement in the sci-fi action
film The Matrix Reloaded. The producers of the film were seeking a car that would complement
the film's atmosphere. The first generation CTS-V sedan competed from to , winning the
manufacturer's championship in and From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. Motor vehicle.
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combined sales of all Cadillac CTS models by year. Calendar year United States Canada Global
Manual Trans 37, 49, M35 [70] [71] 57, 61, [72] 54, 57, [73] 58, [74] 38, [75] 45, [76] 55, [77] 46, [78]

32, [79] 31, 1, [80] 34, [81] [82] 19, 23, [81] [83] 15, [84] 10, [85] 11, [86] 6, [87] CTS-V Production
by model year 1st Gen CTS-V [88] Model Year Total U. Total Tech Times. February 6, Archived
from the original on June 24, Retrieved June 8, Car and Driver. Archived from the original on
May 11, Retrieved May 9, Archived from the original on December 23, GM Authority. Retrieved
June 14, Archived from the original on February 10, Retrieved November 19, Archived from the
original on September 4, Retrieved May 15, The Car Design Yearbook 1. Merrell Publishers
Limited. Archived from the original on April 3, Retrieved April 21, Retrieved December 21,
Edmunds Inside Line. Archived from the original on March 18, Retrieved April 12, Both
transmissions will be offered with the high-output engine, along with another new option for â€”
all-wheel drive. The Age. Melbourne, Australia: Fairfax Media. Business Day. Archived from the
original on September 25, Retrieved February 10, Retrieved April 19, Los Angeles: General
Motors. November 23, Retrieved December 8, Retrieved December 24, August 15, Retrieved
August 15, May 27, August 25, Archived from the original on September 12, Retrieved October
14, Car And Driver. March 23, Retrieved May 10, Archived from the original on January 18,
Retrieved January 23, Archived from the original on July 5, Retrieved October 17, October 17,
The Detroit News. Retrieved October 30, December 22, January 5, Retrieved April 5, New York:
General Motors. March 29, United States Environmental Protection Agency. December 3, July
13, September 6, September Archived from the original on August 21, Detroit, Michigan: General
Motors Company. March 26, Archived from the original on November 9, Retrieved September 18,
Source Interlink Media. Archived from the original on December 10, Retrieved December 7,
Compared with the current car's platform, which dates back to the first CTS, the Alpha
architecture employs more lightweight materials and features much daintier components â€”
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Front-engine, rear-wheel drive. GM Alpha [42]. Fleetwood FWD. Sixty Special FWD. Fleetwood
Brougham. Fleetwood RWD. Fleetwood Limousine. Series Personal luxury. Compact crossover.
Mid-size crossover. Full-size SUV. Extended length SUV. Escalade ESV. Escalade EXT. This
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Cadillac has always been the pinnacle of American luxury and performance. While your
grandparents may still prefer retro Cadillac models for their unrivaled American comfort, the
ATS-V is more likely to be owned by that favorite uncle who always has the cool car. The ATS-V
is a performance-packed luxury coupe that easily compares with the top sport luxury coupes
from Germany or Japan. Unlock Requirements Unlock:. Requires the Playseat Car Pack. Unlock
Requirements Autoshow:. Can be purchased or bid on through an Auction House listing.

Unlock Requirements League:. League reward. Forza Motorsport 7 Front. Forza Motorsport 7
Rear. Forza Horizon 3 Front. Forza Horizon 3 Rear. Forza Horizon 4 Front. Forza Horizon 4 Rear.
Forza Edition Forza Motorsport 7 Front. Forza Edition Forza Motorsport 7 Rear. Interior Forza
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Conquest Wiki. FandomShop Newsletter GalaxyQuest. Unlock Requirements Unlock: Purchase
from the car dealer for 96, Unlock Requirements League: League reward. Raceway Speed: Top
Speed: Eldorado Biarritz Convertible. Models in the V series tend to vary from one generation to
the other. The first-ever V series model was the Cadillac CTS-V which became a successful
seller and steered Cadillac in the new direction for the following decade. The letter "V" was
chosen as a salute to post-WWII Cadillacs that featured a V-shape ornament below the crowned
wreath logo, the shape itself was never recognized as a letter back then. Most V series Cadillac
cars traditionally include high-performance V8 engines , transmissions, revised suspension
systems MagneRide Control , revised interiors, aerodynamics, and more aggressive bodywork
which is intended to improve vehicles aerodynamic performance as well as differentiate them
from their normal production counterparts. Cadillac has also re-entered motorsport competition
with their CTS-V. R program. In , the second-generation CTS-V sedan achieved a lap time of The
V-Series development emerged from the mindset taking over at General Motors back in late s
and early s, where Cadillac was struggling against imports from Japan and Europe. The team
working on the first generation CTS recognized early on that a high-performance variant was
necessary, not only to rival competition and display Cadillac's resurgence, but also to pull
young and new customers to Cadillac -something GM and Cadillac were longing for. Larger
anti-roll bars and larger shocks were also added. The spring rate was significantly increased.
XLR hard-top was the second Cadillac to join the V series. It was an ultra-luxury segment car,
first introduced in and it shared platform with Chevrolet Corvette C6. The supercharger and four
intercoolers were built into the intake manifold. A six-speed automatic transmission , larger
brakes from the Z51 Corvette, and inch wheels were used. However, the supercharged 4. It was
a rear-wheel drive , powered by a 6. The CTS-V Coupe features unique centered twin exhausts, a
larger grille for air intake, and an optional "saffron" interior trim color. Unlike the first and
second generations, where the CTS-V was the biggest update for the V series, the
third-generation was the first expansion attempt on the V brand by Cadillac. Typically, the V
series served as Cadillac's top-of-the-line trim level, and that mainly was exclusive to the CTS
since that's where it all started. However, with such buzz created by the second-generation V
series, and the short-lived record for a sedan on a demanding racetrack, Cadillac wanted to
build on that success with other models in their lineup. Starting with XTS , the marque offers a
step trim, called Vsport. The Vsport trim is the top of the XTS line, with a 3. The next year, [
when? The flagship CT6-V was the first of many models in the fourth-generation V series, and
with the cancelation of the CT6 model, the CT6-V is the only V series to be available as a limited
edition. Cadillac is also restructuring the V series with this generation. In place of the
discontinued Vsport introduced in the previous generation, Cadillac is repositioning the V
models e. This pushes the V models to serve as an mid-level trim in Cadillac's entire trim levels
even non-performance models and features smaller engines rather than V8s. The move is aimed
to make better use of the V series sub-brand and spread it into a price range of two categories
instead of just one. Also new to the fourth-generation V series, is the ability to add Cadillac's
Platinum package for the first time on a V model. With the remarkably lightweight Omega
Platform , active rear-wheel steering , and all-wheel drive, the CT6-V Blackwing redefined
performance for a vehicle of its size. It was the most agile and nimble full-size luxury sedan in
the world. Sent to the wheels via the new GM Speed automatic transmission. On the steering
wheel there's a new button called "V-Mode", which activates a driver preset custom settings,
such as the engine sounds, steering, suspension, powertrain, and brake response. From
Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. Retrieved September 28, Motor Trend Magazine. GM Media.
Car and Driver. Retrieved Cadillac V-Series. Cadillac CT6-V. General Motors. Platforms
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Upload file. Download as PDF Printable version. Automotive industry. Performance engines and
cars Automotive sports accessories. Research and development. Optional engines include a 2.
An 8-speed automatic transmission was introduced for the model year. The 2. Although Cadillac
believed that customers would favor a 5-Series sized car at a 3-Series price, that assumption
proved to be incorrect. Cadillac's research found that target customers who already owned
vehicles like the 3-series or A4 did not want a larger vehicle. General Motors began
development of a smaller car that would satisfy these target customers; that car would

eventually become the Cadillac ATS. The engineers emphasized low weight when developing
the ATS and their efforts resulted in a finished vehicle that weighs less than the BMW E46
benchmark. To achieve this result, Masch suggested that the engineering team disregarded
certain GM product development rules that, had they been followed, would have resulted in a
heavier vehicle. For model year, the refreshed Cadillac ATS gained most of its styling from its
Coupe version, the two-bar grille, redesigned Cadillac emblem, seen on the ATS coupe first, and
will eventually be placed on every Cadillac lineup. Exterior tweaks for the Cadillac ATS front
fascia has been lowered, and more exterior paint choices have been made. The ATS interior is a
carryover for , but has seen some modest technology updates for as well. GM began
assembling vehicles intended for sale to customers on 26 July The ATS is a compact four-door,
five-passenger sedan. A two-door coupe is under development and expected to go on sale in
summer as a model. Convertible and station wagon variants are expected to be produced,
although Cadillac has not yet confirmed those body styles. The hood, front suspension and
cradle are made from aluminum. A mechanical limited-slip differential is standard with the
manual transmission variant and is an available on the premium automatic. The ATS is available
in either a rear- or all wheel drive layout, has four available engines and two available
transmissions. The ATS base engine is a naturally aspirated 2. GM has committed to offering a
diesel engine for the ATS, but has not specified an availability date. The model year ATS
replaces the 3. EPA estimated fuel economy for the 2. When equipped with the manual
transmission, the 2. The model year ATS replaces all uses of the 6-speed 6L45 with the new
8-speed 8L45 automatic transmission. In China, at the time of the model's introduction, the ATS
is available in five exterior colors and two interior colors over four trim levels: Standard, Luxury,
Elite and Comfort. The ATS coupe is wider than the sedan. At the moment only 18 inch wheels
are available but buyers can opt out for Brembo brakes. Two models will be available at launch.
One will offer a 2. The other model will offer 3. Buyers have a choice of six-speed manual or a
six-speed automatic transmission, and the option of all wheel drive or standard rear wheel
drive. The car gets a handful of new technologies, that will roll across Cadillac's models. The
ATS-L is approximately 3. The Cadillac managed to accelerate faster than both Germans, stop
quicker and was the fastest around Willow Springs International Motorsports Park, it was also
the least expensive in the test. Cadillac showed a pre-production styling buck of the ATS to the
press on 11 August Cadillac debuted the production ATS to the press on 8 January Sales in
China began on 21 November General Motors Company. This wiki. This wiki All wikis. Sign In
Don't have an account? Start a Wiki. Categories :. Cancel Save. Universal Conquest Wiki.
FandomShop Newsletter GalaxyQuest. Corporate website. A division of General Motors. This
page uses some content from Wikipedia. The original article was at Cadillac ATS. The list of
authors can be seen in the page history. Its major markets are the United States , Canada , and
China. Cadillac models are distributed in 34 additional markets worldwide. Cadillac automobiles
are at the top of the luxury field within the United States. Cadillac is among the first automobile
brands in the world, second in the United States only to fellow GM marque Buick. The Cadillac
crest is based on his coat of arms. By the time General Motors purchased the company in ,
Cadillac had already established itself as one of America's premier luxury car makers. The
complete interchangeability of its precision parts had allowed it to lay the foundation for the
modern mass production of automobiles. It was at the forefront of technological advances,
introducing full electrical systems, the clashless manual transmission and the steel roof. The
brand developed three engines, with its V8 setting the standard for the American automotive
industry. Cadillac had the first U. It won the trophy again in for incorporating electric starting
and lighting in a production automobile. Cadillac was formed from the remnants of the Henry
Ford Company. After a dispute between Henry Ford and his investors, Ford left the company
along with several of his key partners in March Instead, Leland persuaded the pair to continue
manufacturing automobiles using Leland's proven single-cylinder engine. Cadillac's first
automobiles, the Runabout and Tonneau , were completed in October They were practically
identical to the Ford Model A. Many sources say the first car rolled out of the factory on 17
October; in the book Henry Lelandâ€”Master of Precision , the date is 20 October; another
reliable source shows car number three to have been built on 16 October. Cadillac displayed the
new vehicles at the New York Auto Show in January , where the vehicles impressed the crowds
enough to gather over 2, firm orders. Cadillac's biggest selling point was precision
manufacturing, and therefore, reliability; a Cadillac was simply a better-made vehicle than its
competitors. Cadillac was the first volume manufacturer of a fully enclosed car, in Cadillac
participated in the interchangeability test in the United Kingdom, and was awarded the Dewar
Trophy for the most important advancement of the year in the automobile industry. The Cadillac
line was also GM's default marque for "commercial chassis" institutional vehicles, such as
limousines , ambulances, hearses and funeral home flower cars , the last three of which were

custom-built by aftermarket manufacturers. In , Cadillac was the first automobile manufacturer
to incorporate an electrical system enabling starting , ignition , and lighting. Cadillac pioneered
the dual-plane V8 crankshaft in In Cadillac introduced the first clashless Synchro-Mesh manual
transmission , utilizing constant mesh gears. In Cadillac implemented the first V16 engine, with
a degree overhead valve, cubic inches 7. Pre-World War II Cadillacs were well-built, powerful,
mass-produced luxury cars aimed at an upper-class market. In the s, Cadillac added cars with
V12 and V16 engines to their range, many of which were fitted with custom coach-built bodies.
In the s and s Cadillac and Buick vehicles were popular with longer-distance passenger service
operators e. In , Cadillac recruited automobile stylist Harley Earl in a one-time consulting
capacity, but his employment lasted considerably longer: by , Earl was the head of the new Art
and Color division and he would ultimately work for GM until he retired, over 30 years later. That
marque remained in production until Cadillac introduced designer-styled bodywork as opposed
to auto-engineered in It installed shatter-resistant glass in Cadillac also introduced the "turret
top", the first all-steel roof on a passenger car. By , Cadillac sales had risen tenfold compared to
It was replaced by the Series 61 in , but a popular model that was derived from it, the Sixty
Special , continued through Another factor helped boost Cadillac growth over the next few
years: a revolution in assembly line technology. In , Henry F. Phillips introduced the Phillips
screw and screwdriver to the market. He entered into talks with General Motors and convinced
the Cadillac group his new screws would speed assembly times and therefore increase profits.
Cadillac was the first automaker to use the Phillips technology, in , which was widely adopted in
Postwar Cadillac vehicles innovated many of the styling features that came to be synonymous
with the late s and s American automobile. Incorporating many of the ideas of then General
Motors styling chief Harley J. Earl , these included tailfins , wraparound windshields , and
extensive use of chrome. Tailfins were first added in [10] and reached their pinnacle in From to
they decreased each year until they disappeared in the model year remaining vestigialy only on
the limited production Series 75 chassis, a carry-over from Cadillac's other distinctive styling
attribute was its front-bumper. What had started out after the war as a pair of artillery
shell-shaped bumper guards [19] moved higher on the front-end design as the s wore on.
Becoming known as Dagmar bumpers for their similarity to the buxom s television personality,
they were toned down in and gone the next year. The fledgling automotive magazine Motor
Trend awarded its first " Motor Trend Car of the Year " to Cadillac in for its innovative overhead
valve V8 engine. While the company initially snubbed the honor, it now proudly references its
"Car of the Year" wins in publicity material. Marketed as the Coupe de Ville, it would become
one of Cadillac's most popular models for many years. In , Cadillac began production of the M41
Walker Bulldog army tank, which saw service in the Korean and Vietnam wars. In , the "Autronic
Eye" was introduced. This feature would automatically dim high-beam headlamps for the safety
of oncoming motorists. The dual-reservoir brake master cylinder, with separate front and rear
hydraulic systems, was introduced in , six years ahead of the Federal requirement. The first fully
automatic heater- air conditioning system also appeared, as did the three-speed
Turbo-Hydramatic automatic transmission; it would become the GM standard model for several
decades. From the late s, Cadillac offered a fiber-optic warning system [ citation needed ] to
alert the driver to failed light bulbs. The use of extensive bright-work on the exterior and interior
also decreased each year after By the model year, even the rear bumpers ceased to be all
chromeâ€”large portions were painted, including the headlight bezels. The front-wheel-drive
Eldorado was launched in , setting a new standard for a personal luxury car. Its simple, elegant
design was a far cry from the tailfin and chrome of the s. Cadillac's success grew against rivals
Lincoln and Imperial , which had division sales topping all of Chrysler for the first time in It was
adopted across the model range beginning in Driver and front passenger airbags "Air Cushion
Restraint System" began to be offered on some Cadillac, as well as other Buick and Oldsmobile
luxury models, in , however this option was unpopular as was discontinued after the model
year. The pillarless Coupe deVille ended with the model, while the Sedan deVille remained
pillarless through The s saw new extremes in vehicle luxury and dimension. The Fleetwood was
some 1. Cadillac experienced record sales in and again in the late s. In May , the Seville was
introduced as a competitor to the growing import luxury car market and was marketed as
"international size". In GM significantly downsized their full-sized cars. The DeVille and
Fleetwood Brougham rode on the same The new Fleetwood Brougham, which had lost its
exclusive longer wheelbase, was now similar to the lesser Sedan de Ville. Other than the name,
there were only subtle exterior differences between a Fleetwood Brougham and Sedan de Ville.
The interior of the Fleetwood was more plush and offered more features as standard. These new
cars featured a higher roofline, resulting in a vehicle that was more than nine inches shorter,
four inches narrower, and half a ton lighter than the previous year, but with a larger trunk and
more headroom and legroom. These were also the first DeVilles to be marketed without fender

skirts over the rear wheels. The in 3 V8 which produced horsepower was replaced for by a
horsepower in 3 V8 variant of similar design. The reduction in size and weight was implemented
to improve fuel economy and emissions as a result of the United States Federal Government
passage of Corporate Average Fuel Economy regulations. Three-sided, wrap-around tail lamps
were a feature only although they would re-appear in An optional electronic fuel-injected
version of the standard 7. Sales figures were , Coupe de Villes and 95, Sedan de Villes for an
all-time sales record of , DeVilles sold. With these downsizings, fuel economy and handling
improved. In , Cadillac's flagship Eldorado coupe would downsize. Cadillac brought out a
dramatic redesign for the Seville in featuring a bustle-back rear-end styling theme and a move
to a front-wheel-drive chassis which it shared with the Eldorado. In , the Cimarron was
introduced as the brand's first compact car. The Cimarron's market failure is one in a series of
events throughout the s and s which caused Cadillac's share of the US market to decline from 3.
Noted automotive journalist Dan Neil included the Cimarron in his list of the "Worst cars of all
time", saying "everything that was wrong, venal, lazy, and mendacious about GM in the s was
crystallized in this flagrant insult to the good name and fine customers of Cadillac. For the
model year, the long-running "Standard of the World" slogan was changed to "An American
Standard of the World". For the model year, the slogan was changed to "Best of All It's A
Cadillac", which was used until It was also the last time DeVille used the "V" emblem below the
Cadillac crest, as models and on would use the crest and wreath emblemâ€”formerly a
Fleetwood exclusive. Minor changes included new body-color side moldings and a revised
exhaust system with a revamped catalytic converter. The diesel V8 was now available at no
additional charge. For , sales figures show a total four-door production of , units, and an
additional 50, two-door units figures include de Ville and Fleetwood models. The new front-drive
Coupe de Ville and Sedan de Ville arrived in Cadillac showrooms during the spring of , about six
months earlier than most new-car introductions, so both the rear-drive and front-drive models
were selling and being produced due to separate assembly plants at the same time for nearly
half a year. In , the all-new Pininfarina -bodied Allante roadster came to market featuring the HT
V8 engine. The Sixty Special returned in as the top owner-driven Cadillac in the
front-wheel-drive GM C-body lineup, with a planned production run of just 2, cars. Also, brought
the closure of Detroit Assembly on Clark Street in Detroit , where Cadillacs had been made
since The s also saw the introduction of new, technology-assisted luxury features. Among these
was the return of the memory seat option, not available since the Eldorado Brougham. In , the
high technology engine was introduced. It was originally scheduled for a release, later delayed
to , with its intended applications being the downsized front-wheel drive models Cadillac would
introduce that year. The trip computer, available for Eldorado in and Seville in and , was
replaced in with the availability of digital instrumentation with some Trip Computer functions
being replaced by the new digital heating and air conditioning control panel. The related
Northstar System was Cadillac's trademarked name for a package of performance features
introduced in mid that coupled variable valve timing , road sensing suspension, variable power
steering, and four-wheel disc brakes to the Division's high-output and high-torque Northstar
engines. For , the Seville was redesigned to better compete with luxury performance sedans
from Europe and had adopted some styling cues from the Cadillac Voyage concept car. A year
later, the Brougham was discontinued and replaced by the all-new rear-wheel drive Fleetwood.
The previous front-wheel drive Fleetwood was renamed Sixty Special for That same year, the
Coupe deVille was discontinued due to the declining popularity of full-size coupes. For , the
DeVille was redesigned to share the K-body platform with the Seville. The body was redesigned,
although the wheelbase remained Production moved to Hamtramck, Michigan. Also for , all
DeVille models included a standard SRS driver-side front airbag, as well as fully digital
instrumentation with integrated message center, which provided important vehicle information
and status, current speed, outside temperature, and more, with controls mounted to the left of
the instrument cluster. Also standard was a dual-zone front HVAC system, with controls located
to the right of the instrument cluster, and remote controls on the front passenger door panel. An
SRS passenger's-side front airbag became standard equipment after a restyling in , which also
brought revised exterior styling and new audio systems with TheftLock coded anti-theft
technology. In , the high technology engine that had been used in Cadillacs since was
discontinued. For , the Catera mid-size sedan was introduced as Cadillac's new entry level
model. The DeVille was also redesigned that year. The late s saw Cadillac field its first ever
entry in the growing SUV segment. The Escalade , introduced in , was marketed to compete with
the Lincoln Navigator and luxury SUVs from various import brands. In , Cadillac introduced a
new design philosophy for the 21st century called "Art and Science", [40] which it states
"incorporates sharp, sheer forms and crisp edgesâ€”a form vocabulary that expresses bold,
high-technology design and invokes the technology used to design it. Cadillac's model lineup

mostly included rear- and all-wheel-drive sedans, roadsters, crossovers and SUVs. The BLS
was a rebadged variant of the Saab and was ofered in both sedan and station wagon
configurations. In , the Cadillac STS was introduced as the successor to the Cadillac Seville ,
[42] which beginning in was available as an upscale performance-oriented STS for Seville
touring sedan version, and comfort-oriented SLS for Seville luxury sedan. In , the Cadillac CT6
was introduced and was the brand's first full-size rear-wheel drive sedan since the
discontinuation of the Fleetwood in Cadillac has won the Motor Trend Car of the Year award five
times: [21] [50]. Before the outbreak of World War II , Cadillac like most manufacturers
participated in various types of motorsport. Many Allard automobiles used Cadillac engines.
The brand disappeared from the series by the s. When the prototype proved unsuccessful,
Cadillac withdrew from the series. Cadillac returned to prototype racing in with the Cadillac
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rank. This is due to its high starting rank as a top speed biased car. The ATS-V is a poor choice
for multiplayer. Combined with its high starting rank, it has slow acceleration, making it
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number of days during the month; the last car to use the previous system was the BMW M1.
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