Car stereo wiring colors

In this article, I will explain in detail how to identify aftermarket? Car Stereo Wire Colors and
attach them properly. If you have recently bought a new car stereo and now planning to install
it, then this article is for you. Many fellows get confused when it comes to identifying car stereo
wires properly by their colors. So let us start by identifying different colors of car stereo wires.
And the list goes on, so I have decided to make a chart for this. It is essential to understand the
color code for car stereo wires if you are planning to install an aftermarket car stereo at home. If
you mess up with the wires, it can lead to short circuit resulting in damaging the entire circuit.
Carefully read the whole article and then also check with the instruction manual that came with
the new car stereo. This is a dedicated chart for? Car Stereo Wire Colors. Now, this sequence is
followed in the majority of car stereos, still, I recommend that you should carefully read the
instructions manual. Here is the? Understanding car stereo wire colors are essential if you are
adding a new car stereo by yourself. You do not want to end up screwing the entire electric
setup. Now all these different color represent something and it should be added or placed at the
required port. I have already mentioned above in car stereo wire colors chart about the
identification and feature of every wire. I hope after reading this detailed article on? Car Stereo
Wire Colors, now you will have a better understanding of how things work with car stereo wires.
You can always contact me if you have any question related to car audio accessories, I will not
only answer you, but I will publish a detailed article on your question.? Team- Stereo Authority.
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Green? Rear Speakers. Rear Deck. Left Rear -. Dark Blue? Right Rear -. Light Blue? This article
explains how to identify wiring using a multimeter or simple light test. The other is only hot
when the ignition key is on, which prevents the radio from being left on after you've taken the
key out. In cases where a vehicle has a third power wire, it is used for a dimmer function that's
tied to the headlights and the dash light dimmer switch. The first power you'll want to check for
is the constant 12V wire, so set your multimeter to the appropriate scale, connect the ground
lead to a known good ground, and touch the other lead to each wire in the speaker wire. When
you find one that shows approximately 12V, you have found the constant 12V wire, which is
also referred to as the memory wire. Most aftermarket head units will use a yellow wire for this.
After you have marked that wire and set it aside, turn the ignition switch on, turn the headlights
on, and turn the dimmer switch - if equipped - all the way up. If you find two more wires that
show approximately 12V, then turn the dimmer switch down and check again. Most aftermarket
head units usually use an orange wire or an orange wire with a white stripe for this. The wire
that still shows 12V is the accessory wire , which is usually red in aftermarket wiring harnesses.
If only one wire ever had power in this step, it is the accessory wire. With the power wires
marked and out of the way, you can move on to checking for the ground wire. If you can't locate
the ground wire visually, then the best way to locate the ground wire is with an ohmmeter. You
just have to connect the ohmmeter to a known good ground and then check each of the wires in
the car stereo harness for continuity. The one that shows continuity is your ground, and you
can move on. Figuring out the speaker wires can be a little more complicated. If the remaining
wires are in pairs, where one is a solid color and the other is the same color with a line, then
each pair typically goes to the same speaker. You can test this by connecting one wire in the
pair to one end of your AA battery and the other end to the other terminal. If you hear a sound
come from one of the speakers, then you have identified where those wires go, and you can
repeat the process for the other three pairs. In order to be absolutely certain, you have to
actually look at the speaker when you trigger it. If the cone appears to move inward, then you
have the polarity reversed. This is a longer process, but it works just the same. Jeremy
Laukkonen. Jeremy Laukkonen is tech writer and the creator of a popular blog and video game
startup. He also ghostwrites articles for numerous major trade publications. Facebook Twitter
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There was an error. Tell us why! More from Lifewire. This article explains how to identify car
speaker wire colors when installing a car stereo. The easiest way to wire in an aftermarket car
stereo is to look at car stereo wiring diagrams for the specific vehicle and head unit, but it's
actually possible to get the job done without any labels, adapters, or diagrams. Although there
are exceptions to every rule, most aftermarket car stereos use a standardized coloring scheme
for the power, ground, antenna , and speaker wires. If you have the pigtail that came with your
aftermarket head unit, and it uses the standard colors, then the wires will have the following
purposes and colors:. If you find yourself with a used car stereo that you want to install, and

you have the pigtail that came with the head unit, then it's usually just a process of checking the
list above to see what each wire in the pigtail needs to connect to. The reason that car stereo
wiring harness adapters are so useful is that while aftermarket car stereos have all the same
inputs and outputs as the factory stereos that they're designed to replace, those inputs and
outputs aren't all in the same places. If you can get your hands on the right car stereo wiring
adapter, it vastly simplifies the installation process. One end of the adapter plugs into the car
stereo , the other end plugs into the wiring harness that originally connected to the factory
stereo, and that's all there is to it. The problem is that while harness adapters are fairly
inexpensive, and they're available for a wide variety of car and head unit combinations, there
really isn't any wiggle room in terms of compatibility. For a head unit wiring harness to work, it
needs to be specifically designed for both your vehicle and your new head unit. If you can't
figure out the specific model of a used head unit, then you're better off identifying the purpose
of each wire and just manually connecting everything the right way. In that same vein, there is
also a chance that there just isn't an adapter available for any given combination of vehicle and
head unit. While it is technically possible to install a head unit without a wiring harness , it is a
whole lot more complicated than the sort of basic head unit installation process that most
do-it-yourselfers are comfortable with. Jeremy Laukkonen. Jeremy Laukkonen is tech writer and
the creator of a popular blog and video game startup. He also ghostwrites articles for numerous
major trade publications. Facebook Twitter LinkedIn. Updated on January 29, Christine Baker.
Lifewire Tech Review Board Member. Christine Baker is a marketing consultant with experience
working for a variety of clients. Her expertise includes social media, web development, and
graphic design. Article reviewed on Mar 25, Tweet Share Email. The right-front speaker wires are
gray, left-front speakers are white, right-rear speakers are purple, and left-rear speakers are
green. Ground wires are black, antenna wires are blue, and amplifier wires are blue with a white
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from Lifewire. The picture below shows the wiring color codes for a CEA aftermarket radio
harness that is included with most radios. You Are essentially continuing the flow of an
electrical circuit when your connecting a wiring harness for your stereo. Crimp caps are pretty
easy to find at your local parts shop, even at your local car audio shop. Soldering is a bit more
difficult, your using a soldering iron that gets extremely hot to melt led free solder onto your
wiring connection. I promise this is easier than it sounds. Heres a quick video with a pretty in
depth explanation of wiring a harness. Pay attention to how neat he keeps his wires, this is
important. Keeping your wiring neat can help to kill the chance of wires shorting out. This
wiring harness adapter that you need is specific to the year, make and model of your vehicle.
The cool thing is that it also follows the same CEA wiring color codes that are shown in the
picture above. So all you need to do is to connect them by matching them color to color.
However, there are a few pieces of information you need to know in order to find out. You know
them very wellâ€¦. They all have to do with your vehicle and the options it may or may not
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have. If you answered yes to number 5 then you wont need a radio harness more than likely.
Generally shops use a wiring harness to install aftermarket radios assuming there is a harness
on the market for that vehicle. If you answered yes to number 4 then youll need a special
harness that provides a low level signal to your factory amplifier. You may not know you have
an amplifier, or a factory subwoofer. If you are looking to find a wiring harness for your specific
vehicle, I recommend using this easy vehicle fit-guide source. All you have to do is to enter your
vehicle information and they show you everything you need! If you have any questions you can
contact us by sending us a message on Facebook. Lets make some sense out of this question.
A single din or a double din? There are a few things to think [â€¦]. A subwoofer is a speaker
designed to play low-frequency sounds, and is often responsible for the low thumping bass that
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