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The Chevrolet Equinox is among the most popular compact crossovers, but mass consumption
doesn't mean it's truly compelling. Sure, the Chevy has plentiful passenger room, a
feature-laden infotainment system, and athletic handling. However, it falls short in terms of
interior quality and storage space compared with its competitors. While all-wheel drive is widely
available, only the Equinox's more powerful four-cylinder option delivers proper propulsion.
That desirable engine upgrade combined with any of the spendier trim levels push prices into
expensive territory. Still, people who are committed to the bow-tie brand and unfazed by
mediocrity will appreciate the Equinox. A refreshed front end highlights the changes to the
Equinox. The makeover brings more distinctive headlights, a new grille design, and updated
front and rear bumpers. Chevy also adds an RS model, which includes sporty styling cues such
as dark inch wheels and blacked-out exterior trim. Its interior boasts a unique shift knob, red
stitching, and black upholstery. The top-tier Premier also has spiffier cabin details, such as
French stitching and gloss-black trim on the console. This update to Chevy's compact SUV was
originally intended for the model year, but has been delayed to because of the global
Coronavirus pandemic. Chevy hasn't announced pricing for the Equinox, but we expect each
model to cost slightly more when it goes on sale this fall. Although the lineup adds the stylized
RS at the top of the pecking order, we'd still recommend the mid-level LT. It comes standard
with chrome exterior trim, an eight-way power-adjustable driver's seat, high-intensity discharge
headlights, SiriusXM satellite radio, and more. Since we're not fans of the standard four-cylinder
engine, we'd upgrade to the more potent 2. We'd also opt for the Confidence and Convenience
package, which includes blind-spot monitoring, dual-zone climate control, heated front seats, a
leather-wrapped steering wheel, a power liftgate, rear cross-traffic alert, and remote start.
Underpowered and frequently out of breath, the base turbo four-cylinder engine won't win any
fans with its sluggish performance. The turbocharged 1. A larger, turbocharged 2. The standard
six-speed automatic shifts seamlessly, and in the interest of fuel economy, the gearbox is
reluctant to downshift when extra power is needed. Agreeable and easy to drive, the Equinox
handles competently, and its steering is accurate and direct. The ride is a bit harsh, particularly
with the optional inch wheels 17s or 18s are standard , and rougher stretches of road transmit
some unpleasantness into the cabin. The Chevy can also tow up to pounds, when properly
equipped. The EPA estimates that the front-wheel-drive Equinox with the base four-cylinder will
earn 26 mpg in the city and 31 mpg on the highway. Adding all-wheel drive reduces both ratings
by 1 mpg. Switch to the bigger four-cylinder engine and its fuel-economy estimates drop to 22
mpg city and 29 highway for front-drive models; all-wheel-drive versions share a city rating and
should earn 28 mpg highway. We subjected both Equinox engines to our mph real-world
fuel-economy test route. The smaller engine with front-wheel drive returned 32 mpg on the
highway and we saw 28 mpg with all-wheel-drive version. Equipped with the larger engine and
all-wheel drive, the Equinox achieved 30 mpg in our test. For more information about the
Equinox's fuel economy, visit the EPA's website. Made from durable materials and nicely styled,
the Equinox's cabin should inspire broad appeal. Both front- and rear-seat passengers should
find themselves comfortable in the spacious interior, with enough luxuries to keep them content
on longer trips. The cabin features plenty of cupholders, but most interior luxuries are offered
as standard or optional equipment on higher trim levels; the base Equinox L is a price leader
with very few features. Some rivals offer more space behind the rear seats, but we still managed
to fit eight of our carry-on suitcases back there. Aside from a capacious center-console storage
bin, the Equinox's cabin storage is merely average. The Equinox comes with a wide range of
standard and optional driver-assistance technology. Key safety features include:. Chevy's basic
warranty package is just thatâ€”basicâ€”but so is the coverage of its competitors. The Kia
Sportage and its corporate cousin, the Hyundai Tuscon , both offer longer protection plans.
Chevy also provides one free dealer maintenance visit within the first year of ownership, which
is a nice perk. Displacement: 91 cu in, cc Power: hp rpm Torque: lb-ft rpm. More Features and
Specs. New Cars. Buyer's Guide. Type keyword s to search. View Photos. Drew Dorian and Eric
Stafford. The Car and Driver Difference. Expand Collapse. Advertisement - Continue Reading
Below. More From Chevrolet. One of the worst problems that can happen to a vehicle is a bad
fuel pump. Without gas your Equinox will not run at all. With that in mind, most of the symptoms
of a bad fuel pump revolve around the vehicle stalling out or not running at all. While being in
the fuel tank makes the pump more reliable, it also makes it a lot more difficult to get to. The
good news is that fuel pumps are inexpensive. The bad news is that they cost a lot in terms of
labor to repair and replace. The engine may throw a P trouble code. Any trouble codes that exist
could be a clue. Sometimes when there is low fuel pressure, you may also get an oxygen sensor
related trouble code as well. The real issue with diagnosing a bad fuel pump is that it resembles
many other vehicular issues in terms of symptoms. One of the most common signs that a fuel
pump is going bad is a whining sound. The whining sound can indicate that the fuel pump is

going out before there are any performance based issues. Keeping an open ear can save you
from getting stuck somewhere with a bad fuel pump. Typically, if you are heading up a hill or
accelerating the engine may start to feel like it is just running out of steam. Now, a bad fuel
pump can also feel a heck of a lot like a bad catalytic converter. Both conditions will make the
motor feel like it is running out of wind when you hit the gas. A bad catalytic converter will not
feel as jarring. If you are unsure, check out this article on troubleshooting catalytic converters.
If you get P or P trouble codes with a scanner, it very well may be the catalytic converter
causing these symptoms. One of the best indicators of a clogged fuel pump is going to be that
the your Equinox is difficult to start. A fuel pump that is going out is going to feel the same as a
bad fuel filter. This makes telling if you have a bad fuel pump vs bad fuel filter very challenging.
How do you tell them apart? A clogged fuel filter will have high pressure on its input side and
low pressure on its output side. A bad fuel pump will have low pressure on both sides. They are
both going to cause the same hesitation at high speed and difficulty starting. The only way to
truly tell is to place a fuel pressure gauge on both sides of the line and get a reading from both.
A priming fuel pump sounds like a high-pitched whine for a few seconds and can be heard with
a sharp engine right after the ignition key is turned, but before the starter is engaged. The
symptoms of a bad fuel pump match a lot of other common problems that can occur in the
Chevy Equinox. Testing the pump and pressure on each side of it are going to be the quickest
ways to rule it out. If there is anything you would like to add, please leave a comment below.
Good luck! Challenges Starting the Engine One of the best indicators of a clogged fuel pump is
going to be that the your Equinox is difficult to start. The compact crossover SUV class is the
most competitive of any automotive segment, and any automaker with skin in the game has to
offer a vehicle that stands out to woo consumers. Competitors might deliver unmistakable
value, compelling style, next-generation tech, genuine off-road ability or class-leading ride
comfort. The Chevrolet Equinox offered few of these standout attributes to begin with, and with
the cancellation of its powerful turbocharged 2. Though the Equinox exhibits good ride comfort
and has a nifty infotainment system, its drab interior, wallowy handling and tepid acceleration
are decidedly unimpressive. The same goes for Chevrolet's nickel-and-dime approach to
features. Our advice? If you absolutely need a bowtie in your driveway, wait until the restyled
Equinox debuts in the first half of Chevrolet offers the Equinox in four trim levels. The base L
trim is available only by special order, which means you're most likely to choose from LS , LT ,
and Premier trims when shopping at your local Chevy dealership. For , only one engine is
available: a turbocharged 1. Front-wheel drive is standard, and all but the L model can be
equipped with all-wheel drive. L The base Equinox L gives you a choice between white and
silver paint and includes:. LS The LS adds a broader variety of exterior paint colors and a few
extra features for a steep cost. Added equipment includes:. LT Our recommended trim level is
your ticket to satisfaction. It comes with:. Customers looking to spruce up the look of their
Equinox can opt for the Blackout or Chrome packages which add black or chrome exterior trim,
respectively or the Sport Edition or Midnight Edition packages which add black-painted wheels
and black interior trim. Premier Aiming upscale, the Equinox Premier includes all the LT
content, plus its three core feature packages minus the navigation system. It also adds:. The car
does not feel as roomy as the older models but not uncomfortable. The ride is fine. The car
needs a redesign to give it a more pleasing look. It looks like you are driving a cheaper car. I
wish I had purchased the Premier. Write a review. See all 2 reviews. NOTE: This video is about
the Chevrolet Equinox, but since the Chevrolet Equinox is part of the same generation, our
earlier analysis still applies. The compact crossover market is hotter than ever, so it's the
perfect time to debut the fully redesigned Chevrolet Equinox. This smaller, lighter Equinox puts
a premium on fuel efficiency, safety and connectivity. Too bad it carries a premium price tag to
match. In this video, we highlight the key features that matter most. From mpg, interior space
and technology to design and comfort - these pros and cons will help steer you toward a perfect
car. For , the Chevy Equinox gets a full redesign. It's smaller and lighter than before, which,
combined with more efficient engines, gives it better fuel economy. A new diesel option will also
be available. We're partial to the 2. By comparison, the base 1. We were pleasantly surprised
how well the Equinox handles. Its very capable, even fun on a winding road, and the ride quality
doesn't suffer as a result. The Equinox sticker price is higher than similarly equipped SUV's in
the class. But common incentives and deals can get the cost more competitive. We caution
buyers to keep an eye on options as they can be expensive. We think there's plenty of cargo
space for most owners, but it's important to note that it's smaller than the competition. A hands
free power liftgate and remote levers that fold the rear seats flat are nice convenience features,
though. The rear seats offer good support for adults, but the optional panoramic sunroof does
cut into headroom back there. The interior design is pleasant and many features are easy to
use. The vertical vents in the center of the dash are attractive but don't distribute the air very

well. Front seats are comfortable, and ventilated seats are available. In general, we like the
interior, but there are some hard plastic materials that seem out of place. Bottom line, the
Equinox is not the most exciting compact crossover to drive, but it is one of the best all
rounders in the class. If you can look past its small cargo area, you'll be rewarded with a
comfortable ride, roomy cabin, and one of the best touchscreen systems in the business. The
CR-V exudes quality, offers a comfortable ride, and boasts one of the largest cargo holds in the
class. It also delivers robust performance, impressive efficiency and capable handling. There's
even a hybrid version if you want to save money at the pump. Value is the name of the Hyundai
Tucson's game. It lacks the Equinox's turbocharged thrust of low-end torque, but it more than
makes up for it with a class-leading warranty and roadside assistance plan, plus free scheduled
maintenance for three years. It's comparable in cargo space to the Equinox, and because a
redesigned Tucson is right around the corner, dealers might be willing to offer attractive
discounts on the model. Variety, it is said, is the spice of life. If true, then the Toyota RAV4
delivers. Its standard engine supplies more than horsepower, and both the RAV4 Hybrid and the
RAV4 Prime plug-in hybrid models simultaneously offer greater efficiency and performance.
Consumer ratings and reviews are also available for the Chevrolet Equinox and all its trim
types. Overall, Edmunds users rate the Equinox 4. Edmunds consumer reviews allow users to
sift through aggregated consumer reviews to understand what other drivers are saying about
any vehicle in our database. Detailed rating breakdowns including performance, comfort, value,
interior, exterior design, build quality, and reliability are available as well to provide shoppers
with a comprehensive understanding of why customers like the Equinox. Edmunds experts
have compiled a robust series of ratings and reviews for the Chevrolet Equinox and all model
years in our database. Our rich content includes expert reviews and recommendations for the
Equinox featuring deep dives into trim levels and features, performance, mpg, safety, interior,
and driving. Edmunds also offers expert ratings, road test and performance data, long-term
road tests, first-drive reviews, video reviews and more. This review was written by a member of
Edmunds' editorial team of expert car reviewers. Our team drives every car you can buy. We put
the vehicles through rigorous testing, evaluating how they drive and comparing them in detail
to their competitors. We're also regular people like you, so we pay attention to all the different
ways people use their cars every day. We want to know if there's enough room for our families
and our weekend gear and whether or not our favorite drink fits in the cupholder. Our editors
want to help you make the best decision on a car that fits your life. Simply research the type of
car you're interested in and then select a car from our massive database to find cheap vehicles
for sale near you. Once you have identified a used vehicle you're interested in, check the
AutoCheck vehicle history reports, read dealer reviews, and find out what other owners paid for
the Chevrolet Equinox. Edmunds has deep data on over 6 million new, used, and certified
pre-owned vehicles, including rich, trim-level features and specs information like: MSRP,
average price paid, warranty information basic, drivetrain, and maintenance , features
upholstery, bluetooth, navigation, heated seating, cooled seating, cruise control, parking
assistance, keyless ignition, satellite radio, folding rears seats ,run flat tires, wheel type, tire
size, wheel tire, sunroof, etc. Edmunds also provides tools to allow shopper to compare
vehicles to similar models of their choosing by warranty, interior features, exterior features,
specifications, fuel economy, vehicle dimensions, consumer rating, edmunds rating, and color.
Is it better to lease or buy a car? Ask most people and they'll probably tell you that car buying is
the way to go. And from a financial perspective, it's true, provided you're willing to make higher
monthly payments, pay off the loan in full and keep the car for a few years. Leasing, on the
other hand, can be a less expensive option on a month-to-month basis. It's also good if you're
someone who likes to drive a new car every three years or so. Popular searches. My
notifications My Account. Home Chevrolet Chevrolet Equinox. Select year - Upcoming - New New. Other years. Pros Smooth ride over most road surfaces Stable and precise handling
Simple, intuitive infotainment system Cons Smaller cargo area compared to most competitors
Wallet-friendly base trim is special-order only Despite turbocharging, the engine doesn't feel
very lively Interior materials quality is disappointing considering the price What's new Optional
2. If you are intent on purchasing a Chevy Equinox, we recommend the LT trim level. It
represents the sweet spot in the Equinox lineup, providing the broadest array of standard and
available features at the most reasonable price. L The base Equinox L gives you a choice
between white and silver paint and includes: inch alloy wheels Heated mirrors Keyless entry
and ignition Height-adjustable driver's seat 7-inch touchscreen Six-speaker audio system Apple
CarPlay and Android Auto integration 4G LTE Wi-Fi hotspot Four USB ports Forward collision
mitigation warns you of an impending collision and applies the brakes in certain scenarios Lane
departure mitigation warns you of a lane departure when a turn signal isn't used and can
automatically steer to maintain lane position Rear-seat reminder alerts you to check the rear

seat before exiting the vehicle LS The LS adds a broader variety of exterior paint colors and a
few extra features for a steep cost. Added equipment includes: Rear floor mats Compact spare
tire You can also opt for the LS Convenience package, which adds: Power-adjustable driver's
seat Rear privacy glass LT Our recommended trim level is your ticket to satisfaction. It also
adds: inch wheels LED headlights Chrome exterior styling elements Hands-free rear liftgate
Ambient lighting Wireless charging pad The Premier isn't fully loaded out of the box, however.
Read more. Find savings on the Equinox for sale near you. ZIP Code. See Pricing. See all
Equinox lease offers. Sponsored cars related to the Equinox. Most helpful consumer reviews 5
out of 5 stars, Love it. Side Blind Zone Alert Illuminates a light on the Equinox's outside mirrors
if there's a vehicle in or approaching the Equinox's left- or right-hand blind spot. Forward
Collision Alert Sounds an alarm if the Equinox rapidly approaches the vehicle in front and a
collision is deemed imminent. Side Impact Test Good. Chevrolet Equinox vs. People who
viewed this also viewed 3. Related Equinox Articles. The Edmunds experts tested the Equinox
both on the road and at the track. You probably care about Chevrolet Equinox fuel economy, so
it's important to know that the Equinox gets an EPA-estimated 27 mpg to 28 mpg, depending on
the configuration. What about cargo capacity? When you're thinking about carrying stuff in your
new car, keep in mind that the Equinox has And then there's safety and reliability. Learn more.
To determine whether the Chevrolet Equinox is reliable, read Edmunds' authentic consumer
reviews, which come from real owners and reveal what it's like to live with the Equinox. Look for
specific complaints that keep popping up in the reviews, and be sure to compare the Equinox's
average consumer rating to that of competing vehicles. There's a lot to consider if you're
wondering whether the Chevrolet Equinox is a good car. Safety scores, fuel economy, cargo
capacity and feature availability should all be factors in determining whether the Equinox is a
good car for you. Check back soon for the official Edmunds Rating from our expert testing team
Learn more. If you're interested in the Chevrolet Equinox, the next question is, which Equinox
model is right for you? What do people think of the Chevrolet Equinox? Edmunds Expert
Reviews Edmunds experts have compiled a robust series of ratings and reviews for the
Chevrolet Equinox and all model years in our database. Our Review Process This review was
written by a member of Edmunds' editorial team of expert car reviewers. What's a good price for
a New Chevrolet Equinox? Which Chevrolet Equinoxes are available in my area? Can't find a
new Chevrolet Equinoxs you want in your area? Consider a broader search. Why trust
Edmunds? Should I lease or buy a Chevrolet Equinox? Check out Chevrolet lease specials. Sign
Up. Get price. This page is for personal, non-commercial use. Chevrolet showed the Equinox at
this year's Chicago Auto Show with the intent to put the model on sale later this year. The
coronavirus tripped up those plans, delaying the refreshed crossover and a group of other
Chevy models like the full-sized SUVs. That means features like the Blazer-inspired front and
rear fascias, more standard equipment and more safety tech, the French stitching in the Premier
trim, and the brand new RS trim will wait until GM Authority reports changes coming for the
carryover model, though, Chevy apparently dropping the optional 2. At the moment, and as it
has for three generations, the Equinox offers two engines â€” after Chevy also dropped the
short-lived 1. The standard mill is a 1. Since , when dealers moved 67, Equinoxes in the U. Last
year, the Equinox was Chevy's second-best seller after the Silverado, posting , sales. Despite
that climb, buyers weren't going for the more potent engine. GMA 's sources told the outlet that
2. Losing the 2. It's possible Chevy could make a transmission change for the 1. The Equinox
interior will get more choice, GMA reporting the LT model gains the option for black leather
seating. We get it. Ads can be annoying. But ads are also how we keep the garage doors open
and the lights on here at Autoblog - and keep our stories free for you and for everyone. And free
is good, right? If you'd be so kind as to allow our site, we promise to keep bringing you great
content. Thanks for that. And thanks for reading Autoblog. Jonathon Ramsey. Share 0
Comments. Related Video:. Compare Now. Chevrolet Crossover SUV. Sign in to post. X Sign in
to post Please sign in to leave a comment. View More. See Local Pricing. I'm not in the market
for a vehicle at this time. Please move this suggestion to the side for 30 days. Thank You
Thanks for subscribing. Check your in-box to get started. Sign Up More Info. We notice you're
using an ad blocker. Please consider allowing Autoblog. Allow Us! Here's how to disable
adblocking on our site. Click on the icon for your Adblocker in your browser. A drop down
menu will appear. Select the option to run ads for autoblog. The exact text will differ depending
on the actual application you have running. Refresh the Autoblog page you were viewing. Hey
again! You still haven't turned off your adblocker or allowed our site. It only takes a few
seconds. You must be logged in to perform that action. You must have JavaScript enabled to
experience the new Autoblog. Please follow the instructions below to enable JavaScript in your
browser. Please enter a display name. Cancel Change Name. This page is for personal,
non-commercial use. Chevrolet's compact Equinox crossover is getting the old nip-and-tuck for

, and it'll benefit from more access to safety tech and a brand-new RS trim to boot. The Equinox
has been a bit of a roller coaster for Chevy content-wise, with significant changes happening at
somewhat unusual times in its lifecycle. After the current model was introduced, a diesel engine
was offered as a late-availability option; that powertrain has since been discontinued already,
taking one major configuration option off the table well in advance of its mid-cycle update.
Fundamentally, nothing is really changing for the model year. The Equinox will still be offered
with a choice of 1. All trims can be had in front- or all-wheel drive configurations. The big news
for this update is the introduction of a new RS trim, which doubles as an appearance package
and popular equipment bundle. It will include a gloss black grille, "Dark Android" inch wheels,
black interior and exterior badges and side rails, an "RS" stylized shift knob and black interior
upholstery with red contrast stitching. Based on GM's other product offerings, we expect the RS
will slot in between the existing LT and range-topping Premier models in the Equinox pricing
hierarchy. GM says the Equinox will provide easier access to safety tech meaning less of it will
be firewalled behind the more-expensive trims and a more efficient overall package, but didn't
offer us any specifics regarding content availability or real-world fuel economy improvements;
for those, we'll have to wait until after its formal unveiling in Chicago. We first saw the updated
Equinox back in January when images of the new crossover were leaked by a Chinese
publication and ended up on Twitter. We now see that these photos were the real thing. Apart
from some trim-specific elements wheels, etc. This is an important one for Chevy, as the
Equinox is not only the best-selling SUV for the company's core brand, it's the second-best
selling vehicle in the entire GM portfolio, period. Of the more than 1 million crossovers the
company sold in the U. We get it. Ads can be annoying. But ads are also how we keep the
garage doors open and the lights on here at Autoblog - and keep our stories free for you and for
everyone. And free is good, right? If you'd be so kind as to allow our site, we promise to keep
bringing you great content. Thanks for that. And thanks for reading Autoblog. Refreshed Chevy
Equinox gets expanded tech, new RS trim We're not so sold on the styling, though. Byron Hurd.
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