Ford escape troubleshooting

However, over time, even the best vehicles will experience problems. Successful
troubleshooting is not just for professional mechanics. When you do experience a problem with
your Ford Escape, you can properly diagnose the issue and solve the problem with the right
knowledge. Listen for a squealing sound when the Escape is on and you are turning the
steering wheel lock to lock. Many Ford vehicles suffer from power steering pump problems that
are inherent in the design. The Escape is no exception. If your car "whines" or squeals when
you turn the steering wheel, have the power steering pump checked and replaced. Check for
intermittent stalling or "bog down" when driving through the RPM range. This is caused by the
Escape's fuel filter. Over time, the filter will get clogged by debris that accumulate in the
Escape's large gas tank caused by condensation. Correct the problem by checking the gap on
the spark plugs or running fuel injector cleaner through the system. Only try one solution at a
time to pinpoint the exact problem. Check for a knocking noise at low speeds. This is caused
primarily by a worn drive axle in the Escape. However, it could also be the result of a worn side
gear shaft counterbore in the transmission's differential case. Have this problem serviced by an
experienced transmission expert. Check for a clicking noise when turning. This is caused by the
Escape's CV joints failing. Due to the high angle that the CV joint must conform to on the the
half-shaft of the Escape, this boot is prone to premature wear compared with the other
driveshaft. When this happens, the protective CV boot rips, axle grease leaks out and the joint
dries out, causing it to grind. Check for excessive noise coming from the engine while the
transmission is in neutral. You may have a damaged input gear bearing. This will need to be
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Step 1 Listen for a squealing sound when the Escape is on and you are turning the steering
wheel lock to lock. Step 2 Check for intermittent stalling or "bog down" when driving through
the RPM range. Step 3 Check for a knocking noise at low speeds. Step 4 Check for a clicking
noise when turning. Haynes; It sounds like a great idea, an SUV with the gas mileage of a
compact car. Ford Escapes have a sleek look and they have been very popular for the 20 years
that they have been on the road. However, drivers have complained of both major and minor
problems with the vehicle. The small SUV has had 49 recalls since it was introduced. Some
Escapes were equipped with a poorly fitted front hose. The hose was installed so tightly that it
had a tendency to rub up against other components and become torn and cause gas leaks.
Some Escapes were fashioned with side curtain airbags. These airbags would occasionally fall
off during deployment. If it detached and flew at someone in the passenger cabin, it could have
caused serious injury. The door handles on escapes are known for being weak. If the screws on
the tailgate handle are not all the way in, the handle may pop off. Many of the handles have
plastic covers that crack and fall off after a while. The seals on the doors have proven to be
unreliable and people have reported water getting on the inside of the car after it rains. The
seatbelt latch on the model was reported to be quite flimsy and breakable by several Escape
owners. The model of Escape was known to have exploding windows. The problem would take
place when the tailgate was opened or closed. It happened when the car was both on and off. A
reason was never determined and Ford did not recall the windows. If you are driving down the
road when the car starts to shake and a rattling noise starts emitting from the back, it may be
because it was improperly aligned at the factory. This can be very hard on the shock absorbers
and they may have to be replaced. One of the major complaints about the Escape was that the
windshield cracks easily. Ford might not have used the proper grade of glass and that resulted
in an inability to resist winds at high speeds. There were also reports of the windshield
separating from the plastic trim. When you pop up the engine, you will find that the battery is
wedged underneath the windshield. Batteries are an often replaced car part and almost
everyone will go through one or two of them during the life of their vehicle. In order to get to the
battery, you must take off both windshield wipers which is no easy task. You will then have to
take the cowl apart. You must then remove the brake fluid reservoir. You will then remove the
cowl completely. You will then remove the battery cover, and finally remove the battery. Once
the old battery is out and the new one is in, you will have to put everything back together again.
You are also certain to find a lot of leaves and road debris under the hood. The Escape is known
for its comfortable cabin, however, there are a few features that are less than desirable. The
cabin of the car has many power cords and it can be hard to tell which line goes where. The
Escapes were wrought with computer problems. The engine would often shut down while the
car was in motion. Ford did not recall the cars until The Escape has been shown to have
multiple problems with the emergency brake. Owners have reported the car rolling downhill
when the engine is not even on. Several owners complained about engine problems that even
the mechanics at the dealership could not understand. The Ford Escape has been plagued by

multiple transmission problems over the years. The car would shut off at stop signs or traffic
lights. Many of these models went through several transmissions over the course of just a few
years. The model would often stop completely while it was driving down the road. Shockingly,
Ford never recalled the transmission. The model has been reported to have a shudder that
rattles and shakes the vehicle whenever it goes from reverse to drive. Owners of the 4 door SUV
model have reported that the vehicle shifts gears rather slowly in the cold weather. There have
been complaints about the transmission failing altogether. The company has refused to replace
the transmission in some of these cases. If your car suddenly begins to seize up or slow down,
you may want to have your transmission looked at. There have been a few instances of the
transmission slipping from one gear to another without the driver ever trying to change gears.
The Escape seems to have a general problem with shifting gears when it is not supposed to and
not responding when the driver actually tries to change gears. People have reported that their
check engine light came on and they discovered that coolant had leaked into the engine,
destroying it. There have been several reports of the coolant leaking into the head gasket which
can cause the car to shut down completely. The turbo booster has also been known to fail at
inopportune moments. The component helps your car accelerate when you are in traffic. A
defective turbo booster can be very dangerous because your car relies on it to speed up when
you are changing lanes on the expressway. There have been several reports of the SUV failing
to accelerate on the highway when the gas pedal was pressed. Ford famously recalled , of its
Escapes because of the 1. The engine cylinder head often cracked and this caused internal oil
links and fires. In spite of all of its problems, the Escape is still a highly rated car. It is
comfortable and reasonably priced. When the car is functioning properly, it is known for its
agile handling and its optional all-wheel-drive feature. It gets great gas mileage and you should
always be able to find a mechanic for any car that Ford makes. If your heart is set on an Escape,
you should know that the model is considered the best value by Money Inc. If reading about all
the problems experienced by Escape owners has made you leary of getting one of the SUVs,
you may want to consider finding a comparable vehicle. The stylish machine gets 30 MPG and,
like all Toyotas, it has a great safety system. Drivers are impressed by how well the car handles.
The Honda CVR is another highly rated crossover vehicle. It is considered very reliable and it
does not depreciate in value as much as other compact SUVs. It costs about the same as the
Escape. The main problem with the Ford Escape is its transmission. If you decide your car is
worth saving, you will have several options for fixing it. If the repairs are minor you can do it
yourself or hire a contractor. If the damage to your car is more complex you should take it to an
auto body shop or to the dealership. If you have a garage and a full set of tools you can always
do minor repairs yourself. Changing the brake pads or oil in your car is fairly easy after the first
few times you do it. There are online sites that can guide you through the process of doing
simple repairs. You can also find DIY videos online. Parts for any Ford are fairly easy to get in
the United States. If you want to save a few bucks, but you do not have the time or skill to make
the repairs yourself, you may want to hire an independent mechanic to do the work for you. It is
probably not a good idea to take your car to such a mechanic for major repairs, but they should
be able to do simple jobs at a reasonable price. If door seals, batteries or seatbelts need to be
replaced, this may be a viable option. Be sure to get references and a written price quote from
the mechanic that you choose. If you take your car to the dealership, you can expect to pay
twice the price that you would if you took it to an independent body shop. However, the
dealership is almost certain to have any parts that your car might need and the mechanics there
will be certified in your make and model of car. This can be critical if you need your
transmission replaced or if you need the engine rebuilt. Most people prefer to go to an auto
body shop for repairs. The mechanics are trained and certified and the prices are lower than a
dealership. You will be able to talk directly to the mechanic who works on your car. Auto body
shops charge by the hour, so be sure to get a time estimate. If you decide to sell your old car
and get a new one, you will have several options for unloading the heap. You can trade your old
automobile into the dealership from which you buy your new car. Be sure to read the deal they
offer you carefully. Often times they will give you good money for a trade-in and then stick that
same amount of money on to the price of your new car. You could try selling your car yourself,
but that can be costly and time-consuming. Websites and newspapers will charge you to sell
your car and you will have to deal with showing the car to multiple people. Cash Cars Buyer is
one of the best options you have when getting rid of a used vehicle. All you have to do is fill out
our simple online form where we will ask you some basic information about your car. We will
call you right away with an offer and make an appointment to pick up your vehicle. A staff
member will come to your location, pay you in cash and tow the automobile away for free. Click
below to get started. Why Us? How it works What we do Blog. All Rights Reserved. There are
many other people who are facing Ford Escape problems. That will afford you the opportunity of

learning about the deficiency of the vehicle and making a solid buying decision. As Ford escape
users , take your time to read through this article. Be informed that common Ford escape
problem include the following :. Most of the SUV car users are heavily lodging complaints about
intermittent and frequent noises. Hearing a slosh or clunk sound while driving is really
annoying. It can signal danger and get one disorganized throughout the trip. In the model, the
chances are that the rattles evolve somewhere around MPH. There can also be noise from under
the vehicle body. That issue is because of the right Front Axle shaft support whose bearing has
been loosened within its bracket. Consider replacing the RF axle shaft assembly as well as the
bracket and strap to overcome the challenge. While diagnosing a Ford Escape model, the expert
identified the wheel part as the source of the issue. Specifically, the noise emanated from the
harmonic balancer. Unfortunately, no precise solution was given. They should be of good help
in such a situation. Perhaps the noise is coming from the back-end. Check the trunk. There is a
Do-It-yourself approach to resolve such an issue. Truth be told, if you hear a knocking sound
around your SUV car engine , there is a problem. Having fuel with a low octane rating can cause
knocking in your vehicle. Such a scenario limits your car engine ability to resist any early
detonation of the air-fuel mixture in your engine. Specifically, the deposits form on any
elements involved in your vehicle combustion process. In that regard, the cylinder becomes a
house for the carbons and further causes more compression. Anytime there is increased
compression, a knocking sound will occur. Furthermore, using spark plugs other than the one
recommended by Ford is dangerous. The chances are that those plugs may not fit correctly into
the combustion chamber. In such a scenario, there will be a spark plug gap. Thus, a lesser
spark becomes prominent, and knocking sound evolves. Transmission issue in form can evolve
as fluid leakages, shifting issue, and ultimately transmission failure. Transmission fluid
leakages are another common Ford escape problem. Anytime you notice a reddish-brown fluid
underneath your car, know that your Ford escape has leakage issues. Such an issue is a direct
result of a broken gasket. Furthermore, you can blame the problem on the bearing leak. Aside
from the transmission fluid leak, your Ford escape can also develop a shifting issue. This is
most likely caused by worn-out drive shaft joints of the vehicle. Also, when the transmission
fluid of your vehicle is at a lower level, the issue can become prominent. An advanced problem
is transmission failure. This issue often manifests when the vehicle transmission fails to shift
correctly into the gear. Another popular problem reported attributable to Ford Escape
transmission is a cooler failure. When the vehicle covers average kilometers of 73,, its
transmission cooler is bound to malfunction. Based on consumer surveys, Ford may, or may
not, replace the necessary parts free of charge. First of all, look underneath your vehicle engine
to check for any fluid droppings. In most cases, the fluid will be a reddish-brown color. There is
no doubt about it; you will need to replace that part to resolve the problem. For the transmission
fluid level, endeavor to use the vehicle dipstick to confirm the fluid level. The stick is normally
found around the top of the engine bay. Once you do that, you should see where the fluid lines
on the dipstick markings. A possible solution is a replacement. You will need to replace the
shaft. This scenario often requires the help of a professional. At this stage, you will need to
consult the service of an expert for replacement. Of course, Ford escape is known to have such
an issue. Its engine can shut down when one is driving at a higher speed. If the rough engine
idleness came while the car is at a static state, that could still be better. Any such a
circumstance happen, some of the things s to suspect include :. A common solution to this
Ford escape problem include :. The Ford Escape is also known for developing an electrical
problem. This problem can range from having a faulty control module, spark plugs to damaged
cylinders, and coils. Of course, this problem will leave you without any choice. One poor thing
about this issue is that it evolves without any warning sign. But if it happens, you can first
resolve to change the Ford Escape plug. The challenge often comes from the pressure regulator
valve that is faulty. Anytime this part fails to start, the vehicle computing system will increase
line pressure. This, therefore, causes shifting. To increase your vehicle fluid pressure control,
you can choose to install upgraded servos, a PR recalibration kit, a modified PR valve, and
updated bushings. Also, the issue occurs when there is no overdrive or even any slipping
between gears. A faulty torque converter can be blamed for this issue. This solution is a
cheaper way to have your Ford escape back on the road. All you needed to do is to visit a
junkyard and purchase the transmission engine. Here is a safer approach to solving your
transmission issue. You can contact a transmission shop or mechanic for the rebuilding job.
The rebuild can ensure you get an accurate fit for your vehicle issue. So, ensure you are
prepared for such circumstances. Such remanufacture ensures you get a solution that
overrides the factory flaws. There will be attention to detail and precision in the design. So, this
option is more recommended. Good folks in America appreciate this vehicle for its elegance
and engine configuration. Though its first-generation were quite smaller, they feature a sound

V6 powerplant. Their 4-speed automatic Ford CD4E transmission works well in any situation.
But as their time and mileage exceed some range, the chances are that the vehicle will start
giving up some issue. Every vehicle has its challenges, so there is no point underrating the
vehicle because of the earlier stated flaws. Menu Skip to right header navigation Skip to main
content Skip to primary sidebar. The Escape is known for its exceptional safety features,
pleasant interior, and superb handling, which was further enhanced in the redesign. Despite
being a reliable SUV, the Ford Escape does have some common problems, depending on its
model year. Here are the most well-known issues:. The Ford Escapes were notorious for
excessively noisy brakes. A technical service bulletin TSB was released in concerning brake
squeal, which usually happens when the front brakes have warmed up. It can also be caused by
different driving conditions. Ford has said that this can be remedied by installing a front lining
kit. Aside from brake noise, Ford issued another TSB for Ford Escape brake problems
concerning the lit electric park brake warning indicator as well as an anti-lock brake system
ABS lamp illuminated for four-wheel drive 4WD variants. Multiple Ford Escape owners have
reported that their SUV suddenly stopped when it was working just fine minutes before. For
some, their vehicles suddenly stopped while they were driving with no warnings or symptoms.
The Ford Escape is known to have multiple problems, including engine fires. Ford did a series
of recalls within months from its release. The July recall was so extreme that Ford advised all
owners to simply park their SUVs and sent over tow trucks to get them. Ford said this was due
to a faulty fuel line that had the tendency to split and leak, which increased the risk of fires,
putting both driver and passengers in danger. Later that November, another recall was issued
for the Ford Escape, once again due to engine fires. The Escape, along with other Ford models,
was reported to have inadequate cooling systems, which could leak and trigger a vehicle fire
once flammable fluids came in contact with the high-temperature exhaust system. Another
common problem with Ford Escapes is ignition misfire due to bad ignition coils. This also
means that you should follow your service schedule, so that the problem can be diagnosed
sooner rather than later. Leaving it unaddressed may lead to further damage of other
components, which means more costly repairs or replacements. Many SUV owners found this
annoying on long drives since it would require more steering effort at lower speeds. Ford said
that this problem can be fixed w
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ith a PSCM update that can be done at your dealership. It occured so frequently that Ford
recalled units of the Escape in due to powertrain failure caused by overheating, which would
lead the vehicle to stall. However, the standard warranty only covered up to 80, miles. Most of
the SUV owners who had this problem were 20, miles past the mileage limit. Some owners have
reported that these sounded like bearing howling, which turned into clicking sounds as the SUV
accelerated. Some owners have reported that changing the transfer case fluid or the transfer
case resolved this problem. Written by CarParts. Reading Time: 4 minutes Contents hide. Are
Ford Escapes Reliable? Engine Fires. Ignition Misfire. Power Steering Loss. Transfer Case
Damage. Click a star to rate this article. File Under : Features Tagged With : ford escape.
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