How to reset fuse box

L ocated inside or outside of your home is a circuit breaker panel sometimes called a fuse box
that contains circuit breakers for each of the circuits in your home. Some homes have more
than one circuit breaker panel, there may be a main panel plus one or more sub panels in other
locations. Caution : Please read our safety information before attempting any testing or repairs.
A circuit breaker provides protection for each of your electrical circuits by stopping the flow of
current if an overload or fault occurs. When an electrical fault occurs or the load on your circuit
becomes too great, the breaker on that circuit trips and interrupts the flow of current to that
circuit. A tripped circuit breaker is still sometimes referred to as a "blown fuse" in reference to
the older technology that circuit breakers replaced. If your home uses an actual fuse and not a
circuit breaker, click here for information on fuse boxes. Before electricity can be restored, the
circuit breaker must be reset. However, even before you do that, you must take steps to ensure
that it is safe to do so. Turn off or unplug all of the devices that are plugged into the circuit.
Make certain no dangerous condition exists before restoring power. Gallery Reviews Search.
How to Reset a Circuit Breaker L ocated inside or outside of your home is a circuit breaker
panel sometimes called a fuse box that contains circuit breakers for each of the circuits in your
home. Instructions To Reset a Circuit Breaker Before electricity can be restored, the circuit
breaker must be reset. Type your question here. All rights reserved. Contact us to obtain
licensing. Use of this site is subject to certain Terms of use which constitute a legal agreement
between you and Acme Parts. Related Articles. Next Page. Search for Articles on Acme How To.
While there are other problems that can cause a total power outage to your entire home, when
only a portion of your house goes dark or silent, it's almost certainly caused by an individual
circuit breaker tripping. Fortunately, it is very easy to reset a tripped breaker. But you should
also try to figure out why the breaker tripped, and take whatever measures are necessary to
prevent it in the future. They also shut off the power in the event of electrical surges, such as if
a lightning strike suddenly overwhelms the household wiring with too much voltage. The
automatic function of circuit breakers offers critical safety protection to the wiring system in
your home since the excessive voltage can cause fires or ruin appliances. Never handle circuit
breakers or even approach the main circuit breaker box if the floor is damp or wet. Under such
conditions, call an electrician or make sure to wait until the floor is dry before opening the
breaker box. If a short circuit condition exists, a damp floor can be very dangerous. The circuit
breakers in your home are generally located in a gray metal main service box, usually located in
a utility area, such as a basement, laundry room, garage, or utility closet. When located in a
finished room, the main breaker box may be contained in a wall cabinet. If you do not have a
main circuit breaker box, your home's electrical service is probably older and the circuits may
be controlled and protected by fuses. Once you have located the main circuit breaker box, open
the metal door and look for a bank of switches arranged in rows. There may be different types of
circuit breakers in the box, but all operate the same way, and all are reset in exactly the same
fashion. Look for the breaker on which the switch lever has shifted away from the ON position.
It likely will be the only one with a lever that is not pointing in the same direction as the other
breakers. Most circuit breakers come with an orange or red marker window indicating that it has
tripped. If there is no indicator, look for the switch that has shifted fully to the OFF position.
Most experts recommend that the circuit should be drawing no electrical load at the moment the
tripped circuit is reset. This is not mandatory but is a highly recommended safety practice. Turn
off all light fixtures and appliances plugged into the circuit. Push the switch into the ON position
to reconnect your circuit and restore power to it. With some circuit breaker styles, this reset
action may mean first pushing the breaker lever fully to the OFF position then back to the ON
position. You will feel resistance in the lever, followed by a distinct clicking sound or sensation
as the breaker clicks to the ON position. Turn on lights and appliances along the circuit. If the
circuit breaker trips again immediately, it's time to call an electrician , as it indicates a more
serious problem with the circuit. A circuit breaker that trips repeatedly, or trips again instantly
after you reset it, signals that something more serious is present. Most typically, circuit
breakers trip because a circuit is drawing too much current for the amperage rating of the
circuit breaker and the wires it feeds. The best way to eliminate this kind of tripping is to reduce
the electrical load on the circuit by moving appliances to outlets fed by different circuits. This
mot often occurs with appliances that have motors or heating elements, because these
appliances place a fairly high electrical load on circuits. If this proves impossible, it may be
necessary to have an electrical upgrade performed by an electrician, who can add additional
circuits to your system. Large appliances such dishwashers, microwave ovens, and garbage
disposers should be on their own "dedicated" circuits, but in homes with older wiring, it's
common for two or more appliances to be fed by a single circuit. Such circuits will be more
prone to overloading and tripped breakers, so you may want to have the system upgraded to
prevent this. Call a pro immediately if you experience regular circuit outages, detect a burning

smell, or notice signs of deterioration, such as scorching, rusting, or corroding around your
circuit breaker or main circuit breaker box. Ignoring electrical failure can result in fires and
other home-threatening problems. A circuit breaker that trips instantly when you reset it usually
indicates that there is a short circuit somewhere in the system. This is a serious condition, and
you should have an electrician examine the wiring and correct the situation. Leave the circuit
breaker in the OFF position until the situation can be investigated and corrected. Circuit
breakers sometimes wear out and begin to trip for no other reason than simple wear and tear. In
this instance, the circuit breaker needs to be replaced. This is normally a job for a licensed
electrician, although a very knowledgeable and confident homeowner can do it. Locate the
Circuit Breaker Box The circuit breakers in your home are generally located in a gray metal main
service box, usually located in a utility area, such as a basement, laundry room, garage, or
utility closet. Related Topics. Electrical Repair Basics. Show Full Article. The fuse box or circuit
breaker distributes the voltage delivered by the electricity company. It also contains the
grounding wire. Homes that were built before may still have a fuse box. The box contains a
series of threaded fuses that are screwed into the threaded sockets in order to provide
protection from excess current. The purpose of the fuse is to melt if it has too much current
flowing through it. A fuse can only be used once. If it blows, you have to install a new fuse into
the thread. The fuse holds a thin strip of metal. The metal is designed to melt if too much
current goes through it. Once the metal melts, no more current can flow. This disrupts the
power to the circuit. It must be replaced. A lot of current can pass through the fuse during the
melting process, and anything that was plugged in could be severely damaged. The load of
current could also damage the wiring within the walls. Make sure you unplug that item before
resetting the fuse. Locate your fuse box. Open its door. Use a flashlight to inspect the fuses.
Unscrew the broken fuse. You must replace it with the same style, size and amperage of the
fuse. Screw in the new fuse. Plug in one item. If it works, plug in and turn on another item. Try
plugging that item into an outlet in a different room. If any item trips the fuse that you just
replaced, then your fuse box may have an issue. Houses built after use a circuit breaker box. A
circuit breaker has multiple circuits on a panel. Each circuit covers a particular outlet, area or
appliance. If too much voltage passes through the circuit, the switch flips and cuts the circuit. A
tripped circuit can be reset again and again, which is what makes it different from a fuse. When
a circuit trips, a bimetallic strip in the panel gets hot. It bends, which trips the latch between the
two loaded springs of the switch. The spring pulls the contacts away from each other. You can
reset the breaker countless times. However, every time the breaker trips, some arcing occurs.
This damages the contacts. Different circuits in your home have different amp capacities. The
circuits for lights are usually rated for 20 amps. The clothes dryer typically requires a amp
breaker. Your oven should have a amp breaker. Locate the circuit breaker. Push that switch all
the way to the -off position. Then push it all the way to the -on position. That should reset the
circuit and restore power to it. If it trips again, you may have a problem with an outlet, a problem
with an appliance or a wiring issue. Stop using the item. There are many reasons why a fuse can
blow or a circuit might trip. The wiring might not have the capacity to deliver the current those
appliances demand. The wires also have a maximum carrying capacity for current. You might
need an electrician to switch which outlets are carried by each circuit, or you may need a wiring
or panel upgrade. An electrical problem in the appliance may cause it to draw too much current.
For example, a frayed wire or bent p
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lug could do this. Old appliances are a common cause of this issue. Plugging in an item that
needs more current than the circuit can supply will also cause the fuse to blow or the breaker to
trip. If you have an older home and attempt to plug in your new flat-screen television and sound
system, the wiring in your living room might not be able to deliver enough current. You can also
turn to us for whole-home surge protection, electrical repairs , lighting installation , generators
and hardwired carbon monoxide and smoke detectors. For more information about how to reset
your fuse box or to get help with a fuse box problem, give us at Brennan Electric a call today.
Categories: Electrical. Areas We Serve. Our goal is to meet the electrical needs of our
community by supplying services distinguished by quality and value in a way that demonstrates
our professionalism and dedication to excellence. As a result, our customers are consistently
satisfied and our reputation is held in high esteem.

