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It is a sibling of the Mazda Tribute and Ford Escape , although it is more upmarket than the
other two. When Ford eliminated the Mercury brand, the Mariner ended production in October
Introduced during the refresh of the Ford Escape, the Mercury Mariner was positioned above
both it and the Mazda Tribute in the compact sport utility vehicle group. It also includes stylistic
differences, such as a two-tone interior, turn signal repeaters borrowed from the
European-market Ford Maverick , monotone cladding, and the signature Mercury "waterfall"
front grille. Unlike its counterparts, a manual transmission was not part of the powertrain lineup.
The Mariner was the first Mercury with a four-cylinder since the Mercury Cougar was dropped in
For , the lineup was expanded with the introduction of the Mariner Hybrid. For the model year
the Mariner was significantly updated with a new look although it remained on the Ford CD2
platform used by the previous generation. The changes included a new seats, headlights,
taillights, a new liftgate, a higher beltline and new doors and wheels. The interior was also
significantly updated with higher quality materials and more refined features. The engines
remained the same but the 3. Mariner and its Ford Escape sibling were the first vehicles to
feature Ford's pull-drift steering compensation, an enhancement made possible by applying
software control to the Electric Power Steering EPS system. Sporting a 2. Also, the existing 3.
For the model year, the Mariner added Ford's MyKey and trailer sway controls as standard on all
trim levels. Ford has also done away with the Euro-style turn signal repeaters for this model
year. For the model year, the Mariner featured HD Radio as a standard, but continued with the
same features as the models. This version of the Mariner was its last, as Ford discontinued the
Mercury brand due to declining sales. Ford ended production of the Mariner in October It was
launched to the U. The Mariner hybrid sold a total of 12, units. Like the Ford Escape Hybrid, the
Mariner Hybrid is a "full" hybrid electric system, meaning the system can switch automatically
between pure electric power, pure gasoline engine power, or a combination of electric battery
and gasoline engine operating together, for maximum performance and efficiency at all speeds
and loads. When braking or decelerating, the Mariner's hybrid system uses regenerative
braking, where the electric drive motor becomes a generator, converting the vehicle's
momentum back to electricity for storage in the batteries. Again, just like the Escape Hybrid, it
gets a respectable average of 34 miles per US gallon 6. Its custom features include:. There have
also been several undisclosed security modifications made to the vehicle. List of hybrid
vehicles. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. Not to be confused with Mercury Marine. Motor
vehicle. March 12, Retrieved Green Car Reports. September 7, January 3, Ford Motor Company.
January 5, Archived from the original on Mercury vehicles. A division of Ford Motor Company ,
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Tribute Ford Escape. Claycomo, Missouri Avon Lake, Ohio. Wikimedia Commons has media
related to Mercury Mariner. Sport compact. Personal luxury. Grand Marquis. Station Wagon.
Colony Park. Light truck. The Mercury Montego is a nameplate that was applied to three
separate generations of vehicles marketed by the Mercury division of Ford Motor Company.
Taking its name from Montego Bay, Jamaica , the nameplate made its first appearance for in the
Canadian market as part of the Mercury-derived Meteor model line. For , the Mercury Montego
made its debut across North America, becoming the Mercury counterpart of the Ford Torino
intermediate-size model line for two generations. For the model year, Ford revised the
intermediate-size product ranges of both its Ford and Mercury divisions; as part of a mid-cycle
update, Mercury discontinued the Montego nameplate and expanded the Mercury Cougar line to
include a full range of sedans and wagons with the Ford Gran Torino becoming the Ford LTD II.
After a year absence, the Montego nameplate was revived for the model year, this time applied
to a full-size sedan. For the model year, the Montego adopted the nameplate of the car it had
replaced, becoming the final generation of the Mercury Sable. For , Mercury introduced the
Montego as part of its intermediate Mercury Comet product line, consolidating the Comet Capri
and Comet Caliente into a single nameplate; the high-performance Mercury Cyclone became a
distinct model line. For , Mercury intermediates adopted the Montego name entirely as the
Comet became the Mercury counterpart of the Ford Maverick. The first-generation Montego was
offered as a four-door sedan, two-door hardtop, four-door station wagon, and two-door

convertible. For , the Montego underwent a mid-cycle exterior redesign to add a
forward-thrusting hood and grille design. The convertible was withdrawn, replaced by a
four-door hardtop. For all sedans, a MX Brougham trim was added with a woodgrained MX
Villager station wagon , distinguished by concealed headlamps. For , the second-generation
Montego was introduced alongside the redesigned Ford Torino. True four-door hardtops were
replaced by "pillared hardtops" frameless door glass remained, supported by a thin B-pillar ,
while two-door Montegos retained hardtop roofs, though with much wider C-pillars. The
Cyclone had reverted from a stand-alone model line to an option package for for the Montego;
only 30 Cyclones would be produced, making it among the rarest Mercury vehicles. As a
standard engine, the Montego was equipped with a cubic-inch inline-six, with five different V8
engines available as options. Following the gas crisis, sales were depressed by industry-wide
fuel economy concerns. For , the six-cylinder and V8 engines were dropped from the lineup,
leaving the V8 as the standard engine. For , in a mid-cycle redesign of the Ford intermediate
lines, several nameplates were shifted. For the model year, Mercury revived the Montego
nameplate after a year hiatus. The third-generation Montego was built on the Ford D3 platform.
Developed in collaboration with Volvo, the D3 chassis is the first full-size Ford platform to utilize
front-wheel drive or its optional all-wheel drive. Shifting away from the body-on-frame Panther
platform, the D3 chassis utilizes unibody construction. Only two inches shorter than the Grand
Marquis in wheelbase, the Montego was nearly pounds lighter in curb weight. The Montego,
Five Hundred and Ford Freestyle were manufactured using a Volvo-derived system called Total
Vehicle Geometry TVG to ensure fit, finish and craftsmanship â€” by requiring comprehensive
participation by all engineers as well as suppliers and vendors. Heavily using computer-aided
design, TVG tracks all design modifications, translating them into the central CAD database
which in turn allows each engineer access to current project data. The system improves part
tolerance at the body-in-white stage as well as early cabin integrity testing, via air leakage
testing. TVG improved fit and finish at the first prototype stage and decreases pilot
manufacturing times. For side impact protection the bodywork is braced at the B-pillar via an
energy-channeling structural cross-car roof tube and a corresponding undercar energy
channelling cross-tube â€” with the front seats mounted above the lower tube, locating them
above a side impact energy path. The first completely new full-size Mercury since the model
year, the third-generation Montego was offered solely as a four-door sedan. With a height over
five feet tall matching the far-longer Maybach 57 , the Montego was the tallest Mercury sedan in
over 50 years. While visibly sharing much of its exterior with its Ford Five Hundred counterpart,
the third-generation Montego was distinguished by exterior several design features. In line with
other Mercury vehicles, the Montego was styled with a vertical waterfall-style grille with satin
aluminum exterior trim limiting chrome to the roofline. Ford chief designer, George Bucher, said
"it was a challenge to sculpt a Ford-styled body around a Volvo chassis, and added that
designers used what he calls plainer surfaces with taut lines to give the car a modern look
without losing its passenger-car proportions. In contrast to both the Grand Marquis and the
Sable, the third-generation Montego was available solely in a five-passenger configuration. The
Mercury equivalent of a Five Hundred Limited, the Montego Premier featured leather seats as
standard; all-wheel drive and a sunroof were among the few available options. With the decklid
closed, objects up to 10 feet in length could be transported within the car when using the
optional fold-down front passenger seat. At its launch, two airbags were standard, with four
more available as an option front-seat airbags and side-curtain [6]. A design feature of the
Montego includes its overall height to add interior space to the vehicle. To appeal to buyers of
both sedans and sport-utility vehicles, Ford raised the viewpoint of the driver. Marketed as
Command Seating , the Montego features high H-point seating the location of the occupants
hip-point relative to the road or the vehicle floor ; its H-point is closer to the ground than that of
a sport utility vehicle, but higher than a typical sedan, easing entry and exit. Also, the distance
from the H-point to the floor of the vehicle is reflective of more upright seating. At its press
launch, Ford said the Five Hundred's H-point is up to four and a half inches higher than its
competitors. The Montego also features theater seating, where second row seats are higher: in
the front row, the distance between the H-point and the heel point, where the occupant's foot
touches the floor, is Following a poor critical reception, the Mercury Montego and Ford Five
Hundred fell under sales projections from the to model years. For the model year, the Montego
and Five Hundred underwent a mid-cycle update, with pre-production prototypes unveiled at
auto shows. After his installation as Ford CEO, Alan Mulally ordered the model lines renamed
before entering production, claiming higher brand value and recognition; the Mercury Montego
adopted the Mercury Sable nameplate. For , Mercury received an exterior styling update that
better differentiated the two model lines; a powertrain upgrade replaced the 3. In the NASCAR
Grand National stock car season, the fastback Fairlane body style proved much slicker than

other makes, but the nose of the Mercury Cyclone Fastback was the main reason pointed to it
being even slightly faster than its Ford counterpart. The battle over aerodynamics would prompt
Chrysler to respond with specialized "winged wonder" Daytona and Superbird bodies after its
own fastback bodies proved disappointing. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. For other
uses, see montego disambiguation. Motor vehicle. See also: Ford Five Hundred. Ward's
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Colony Park. Sports car. Capri II. Personal luxury. Pickup truck. Sport compact. Grand Marquis.
Station Wagon. Light truck. Mercury Marine is a marine engine brand owned by Brunswick
Corporation. Its main product is manufacturing and selling outboard motors. It also produces
the MerCruiser line of sterndrives and inboard motors. The Kiekhaefer Mercury company began
in when engineer Carl Kiekhaefer purchased a small outboard motor company in Cedarburg ,
Wisconsin. Kiekhaefer's original intention for the Kiekhaefer Corporation was to make magnetic
separators for the dairy industry. The purchase included defective outboard motors. Kiekhaefer
and a small staff of employees rebuilt the motors and sold them to Montgomery Ward , a
mail-order company. The motors were much improved, so the buyer purchased more.
Kiekhaefer designed motors that withstood the elements better than his competition and called
the motor Mercury taking advantage of the "Mercury" Motor Car popularity at the time whilst
adopting the logo of the Roman god Mercury. World War II changed the corporate climate, and
Kiekhaefer sought a government contract to design two-man air-cooled chainsaws. Army
engineers had been unable to design a lightweight motor. Kiekhaefer designed a new
lightweight chainsaw in 2 months. Mercury was awarded the contract, and was the world's
largest chainsaw manufacturer by the end of the war. Kiekhaefer Mercury foresaw that the
average American's interest in boating would increase after the war. Kiekhaefer introduced a
This engine, also called the "Super 10", actually developed around 14 horsepower. Its
designation was updated to KF-7 for For the engine block, though still displacing For , this
model was updated with a "forward, neutral, reverse" gearset, and a twist grip throttle. It was
renamed "Cruiser" at this point, and no longer called "Super 10". This engine later became the
heart of the "Mark 25", of the mid to late fifties. Initially rated at 16 horsepower, this engine was
soon beefed up to There was also an "H" version, which produced more power but carried no
rating. In , the company also introduced its first large outboard, the approximately 40 cubic
inch, 4 cylinder in line, "Thunderbolt". This engine was rated at 25 horsepower, but actually put
out around There was soon an "H" version designed for high rpm use. The Thunderbolt engine
benefited from upgrades and updates, eventually becoming the Mark 40, Mark 50, and Mark 55
engines of the mid and late fifties. All of these were rated quite accurately at 40 horsepower. The
Mark 55H high speed developed more, but carried no rating. It, too, was available as an "H"
version, producing much extra horsepower for racing and sporting use. Why these Mark
engines and other Mark engines carried number names which were not horsepower ratings, not
displacement numbers, and not consistent from one motor to another, is a real mystery. No one
really knows. Of course, there were also smaller Mercs during both the K era and the Mark era,
such as the "Super 5" and later, such engines as the "Mark 6" and the "Mark 10". In Kiekhaefer
started testing at a Florida lake he called "Lake X" to keep the location secret. Like its 2- and
4-cylinder brethren, the Mark 75 featured internal reed valves. The reed valve blocks served as
intermediate main bearings. Because the valves occupied space already necessary for the main
bearings instead of mounting to an extension of the crankcase, crankcase volume was
minimized, resulting in a higher crankcase compression ratio, and more power in proportion to
displacement than the competition. Mercury's first 6-cylinder engines featured "direct
reversing". Instead of a lower unit with forward, neutral and reverse gears, its lower units were
more compact, with only drive and driven gears, and no submerged shift mechanism required.
Reverse was selected by turning off the engine and restarting it in opposite rotation, and neutral
by simply switching off. Mark 75s, like many of their smaller brethren, were available in an "H"
high speed version. Many of these large H engines sported open headers for competition and
produced 90 horsepower from 60 cubic inches. Two totally stock Mark 75s set a world
endurance record on Lake X, running 50, miles at an average of The boats were stopped only for
driver changes and standard maintenance. After the record setting run was completed, the

motors were torn down and inspected for wear. They were found to be well within factory
tolerances. The amazing distance has never been topped, even with modern advancements in
outboard technology. For , an enlarged version of this engine was introduced. The new "Mark
78" boasted 70 horsepower from 66 cubic inches of displacement. No "H" version was offered.
One of Kiekhaefer's innovations was using dry paper air filters, which are still standard in
automobiles today. When Kiekhaefer Mercury's top-of-the-line, 80 horsepower 74 cubic inch
model "Merc " was introduced for , direct reversing as standard equipment was optionally
replaced by full forward, neutral and reverse gear shifting, as on Mercury's 2- and 4-cylinder
models, and "thru-hub" exhaust was introduced. Previously, as with other outboard brands and
Mercury's smaller models, exhaust exited from a chute at the rear of the cavitation plate above
the propeller. Thru-hub exhaust was claimed to be more efficient by omitting the added drag of
an exhaust chute, and using the low pressure area necessarily created by the gear housing and
propeller moving through the water to assist in exhaust evacuation. Over the next several years,
thru-hub exhaust became a standard feature of all Mercury models, and later was adopted near
industry-wide for both outboards and stern-drives. With Mercury Marine outboards typically
having smaller displacement per horsepower and better fuel economy than the competitions
motors, an ad ran in publications showing a Mercury powered boat pulling an elephant on a
large ski-like platform. The caption simply read "Mercury, pulls an elephant. Runs on peanuts.
In the company merged with the Brunswick Corporation. The line would later take over 80
percent of the world market. It was somewhat of a sensation. It also introduced the new
"Phanton Black" paint scheme which soon spread to the entire line and became famous. In ,
6-cylinder Mercury models featured the introduction of electronic ignition, another first that
eventually became an industry standard. Carl Kiekhaefer resigned as President of Kiekhaefer
Mercury in , and the name was changed to Mercury Marine in During this time, Mercury
produced snowmobiles, like many other companies in the late s. In , they came out with the
Rocket and Lightning models of snowmobiles. The Rocket was a , and the Lightning a with
electric start. By , Mercury started production of the Hurricane, a more modern snowmobile with
optional with slide rail suspension as opposed to bogie wheel. In Mercury introduced the
Sno-Twister cc snowmobile designed primarily for racing. It featured a Kohler free-air engine
and succeeded in dominating the cc class. In Mercury introduced cc and cc versions of the
Sno-Twister and both were dominant at the track. These were radical for their time and were the
result of Mercury Sno Pro sleds developed and raced the previous year. These sleds were
featured water-cooled Kohler engines. The chassis were small, lightweight, very low profile,
with curved handlebars and seat cushions that were designed for left turns oval tracks. In and
Mercury also produced the Trail Twister snowmobiles which were available in cc and cc which
were fan-cooled. These were some of the fastest lake racers around in their day. This started off
a new era in snowmobile construction for the whole industry and the sled's basic format set up
what is seen today in modern snowmobiles. Mercury was renowned in the s as one of the best
racing and performance snowmobile manufacturers, as well as an industry leader in marine
engine production. Sno Twisters and Trail Twisters are highly sought after sleds due to their
ahead of the time design, power, and unique styling. Outboard sizes range from 2. In the U.
Mercury has recently developed a processor-enhanced line of outboards called the "Verado"
outboard engine. In Mercury Marine began selling its Zeus drive system. Some of the most
notable benefits from this class design for boaters will be enhanced helm control. While
underway an automated trim control feature simplifies operation. The system might be called all
weather as it will maintain location in strong currents and winds. SeaCore is a brand of
sterndrive marine propulsion systems manufactured in the United States by MerCruiser. The
SeaCore engine design utilizes materials, technologies, and systems, created specifically for
Mercury Marine, to prevent galvanic corrosion within its engine, transom and drive. SeaCore is
designed for a wide variety of vessels operated in or moored on saltwater. Mercury Marine also
provides various training programs through its training arm called Mercury University. Media
related to Mercury Marine at Wikimedia Commons. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. For
the unrelated former Ford automobile marque, see Mercury automobile. Not to be confused with
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States. Carl Kiekhaefer. The Mercury Eight is an automobile that was marketed by the Mercury
division of Ford between and The debut model line of the Mercury division, Ford slotted the
full-size Mercury Eight between the Ford Deluxe later Custom model lines and the Lincoln.
During its production, the Eight offered a full range of body styles, including coupes, sedans,
convertibles, and station wagons. For its first generation, the Eight was produced with its own
body, adapting its own version of a Ford body for its second generation; for the third
generation, the Eight shared its body with the Lincoln. For the model year, Ford expanded its
namesake division to three nameplates and Lincoln and Mercury to two each, with Mercury
replacing the Eight with Monterey introduced in as a trim option , lasting until The
advertisements for this car declared it to be "The car that truly dares to ask 'Why? Although
"Eight" script would not appear on the front of the hood until the model year, sales literature
prominently referred to the car as the "Mercury Eight" from the very beginning. This is no doubt
because the actual series names, 99A in [1] and 09A in , [1] were somewhat less enticing. A 09A
model has the words "Mercury Eight" in an emblem that runs from front to rear alongside the
top hood lines on both sides. It appears as chrome wording on top of a double red bar. By the
end of Mercury could run with the headline "It's made , owners change cars! The Mercury Eight
got all-new styling and some engineering improvements. The Mercury now shared its bodyshell
with Ford, probably to lower Mercury production costs. Mercury's wheelbase was expanded by
2. The new body featured door bottoms that flared out over the running boards, allowing for
wider seats and interiors. The car had 2. The front pillars were made slimmer and the windshield
was widened, deepened, and angled more steeply. Parking lights were separate and set atop the
fenders for greater visibility. Headlight bezels were redesigned. In all closed Mercurys the
rear-quarter windows opened out. Front vent wings were now crank-operated, and in closed
cars the ventilation wing support bars rolled down with the windows. The 4-door convertible ,
offered in , was gone, but a station wagon was added. The woodie wagon's body behind the
engine cowl was identical to Ford's, and produced at the company's Iron Mountain plant in
Michigan 's Upper Peninsula. The "Eight" script was moved to the rear of the hood. In the
Mercury Eight's slender bullet parking lights were replaced with rectangular units placed high
on the fenders inboard of the headlights. Running boards were now completely concealed
under flared door bottoms. The instrument panel now features two identical circles for
speedometer and clock with gauges to the left of the speedometer, a glove compartment to the
right of the clock, and a large radio speaker cover in the center. The grille looked more like that
of the Lincoln-Zephyr and Continental. The "Eight" script was gone but an "8" appeared at the
top of the grille center. Horsepower was increased to Mercury's biggest engineering news for
was "Liquamatic," Ford's first semiautomatic transmission. It wasn't much of a success and
Mercury wouldn't have another automatic transmission until Merc-O-Matic appeared in , which
was of course a true automatic. Mercury production for the short model year totaled only 1,
Output was halted in February as American auto plants were converted to the exclusive
production of war material. Although Mercury's prewar history was short, the Mercury Eight had
already earned for itself the image of being a fine performer in mph as well as mpg, this "hot
car" image quite in keeping with its name, chosen by Edsel Ford , that of the fleet-footed
messenger of the gods of Roman mythology. In the Lincoln-Mercury division would be
established to change that. A new grille was the most noticeable difference between the and
Mercurys. The Liquimatic automatic transmission option was eliminated. Styling changes were
slight in There was also new trunk trim. For all practical purposes the Mercury Eights were
identical to the s. A unique coupe utility variant of the Mercury was produced in Australia from
to A panel van model was also offered. The first postwar Mercury was introduced in the model
year. The engine was a flathead V8 that produced slightly more power than the then also newly
designed Ford. A new overdrive system was optional, activated by a handle under the dash.
Sales figures for both Ford and Mercury broke records in The new approach to styling was also
evident on the completely redesigned Lincoln and the all-new Lincoln Cosmopolitan. The
Mercury Eight used full instrumentation. The 4-door station wagon was replaced with a 2-door
model. Within its era and beyond, the Mercury Eight was popular with customizers. In , Sam
Barris built the first lead sled from a Mercury Eight; the Eight became the definitive " lead sled ",
much as the Ford V-8 as the "deuce" was becoming the definitive hot rod. The Eights were
among the first models to receive an aftermarket OHV engine swap, since Oldsmobile and
Cadillac developed the first high-compression OHV V8 engines in , whereas Ford was still using
a sidevalve engine. Sam and George Barris also used the body style to build "the most famous
custom car ever", [12] the Hirohata Merc , for customer Bob Hirohata in Fiberglass replicas of
the Eight, inspired by Sam Barris's car, are still in production and are popular with custom and
rod enthusiasts. In , a high-end two-door Monterey coupe was introduced in the same vein as
the Ford Crestliner , the Lincoln Lido coupe and the Lincoln Cosmopolitan Capri coupe in order

to compete with the hardtop coupes General Motors had introduced the previous model year.
The front suspension was independent with stabilizer bars. In , Mattel Hot Wheels created a
model of Mercury with a chopped top. It is called Purple Passion. From Wikipedia, the free
encyclopedia. For other uses, see Mercury 8 disambiguation. Not to be confused with Chevrolet
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Lincoln EL-series. Monterey Custom. Park Lane. Turnpike Cruiser. Station wagon. Colony Park.
Sports car. Capri II. Personal luxury. Pickup truck. The FE series engines were used in cars,
trucks, buses, and boats, as well as for industrial pumps and other equipment. Ford produced
the engine from and ceased production in Aftermarket support has continued, with replacement
parts as well as many newly engineered and improved components. In Ford vehicles, the FE
primarily powered full and midsize cars and trucks. Some of the models in which the FE was
installed:. In addition to its use in Ford and Mercury branded vehicles, the FE was also sold to
third parties for use in their own products such as buses, and boats. Also, the FE was used to
power irrigation pumps, generators and other machinery where long-running, low-rpm, reliable
service was required. Ford regularly made updates to the design of the FE which appear as
engineering codes or variations in casting numbers of parts. In addition to production casting
codes, Ford also made use of "SK" and "XE" numbers if the parts were one-offs or
developmental designs not approved for production. The FE block was manufactured using a
thinwall casting technique, where Ford engineers determined the required amount of metal and
re-engineered the casting process to allow for consistent dimensional results. This weight
saving was significant to boaters and racers. The FE was popular in V-drive marine
applications, available as a factory option in Century boats. Beginning in , the U. In the s, most
organized racing events required either stock components or components that were readily
available to the general public. Many drag racing and road racing organizations had similar
rules, which contributed to a wide range of performance parts being made available through
Ford dealership parts counters. In addition, aftermarket suppliers produced performance parts
and accessories. The use of the FE by Ford itself as the powerplant in many of its racing
programs and performance vehicles resulted in constant improvements and engineering
changes over the course of its life. Racing-inspired changes to the FE which later made it to
production engines included the side-oiler block, which directed oil first to the lower portions of
the block. Tiny Lund won the biggest race of the year, the Daytona , with s finishing first
through fifth. Ford won 23 races to Plymouth's The Plymouths earned all their victories on the
short tracks while Ford dominated the super speedways, Chevrolet finished with eight wins and
Pontiac had four. In , Ford had their best season ever, with 30 wins. Dodge was second with 14,
while Plymouth had Fred Lorenzen won the Atlanta and proceeded to beat Dodges and
Plymouths, which were using Hemi engines, in six of the next seven races. Chrysler's Hemi was
banned as well, returning in after a de-tuned version was installed in a production vehicle that
year. For the season, Ford developed its own version of a hemi-chambered engine, the single
overhead cam SOHC "Cammer" which used a single chain-driven overhead camshaft per head
to operate the valves in its hemi. Also in , Ford and Carroll Shelby began production of a new
and improved Cobra using a cubic inch 7. A new chassis was built enlarging 3" main tubing to
4", with coil springs all around. The new car also had wide fenders and a larger radiator
opening. In , the rules of the race were changed, limiting displacement to cubic inches under
certain circumstances. Ford won the following two years using its Ford Windsor smallblock in
the GT It used factory-supplied tunnel port heads, a mechanical fuel injection system mounted
on a crossram intake manifold, and a revised dry sump oiling system, but met with only limited
success. But it was the Ford company itself which developed the most potent products and
platforms for the drag-racer. Beginning in and continuing through , Ford made lightweight
versions of its popular Galaxie model using aluminum, fiberglass and specially chosen
components emphasizing light weight over comfort or style. Many parts were simply not put on
the vehicle, such as a passenger side windshield wiper, sound deadening, armrests, heater, and
radio. The car driven by Bill Lawton won the class. For the model year, Ford introduced the
two-door Fairlane sedan-based Thunderbolt. Modified to accept a high-riser engine, it featured a
teardrop-shaped bubble hood to clear the induction system and drivetrain components from the
larger Galaxie model. The two inner headlights were eliminated and replaced with air inlets
ducted directly to the two four-barrel carbs. It was an industry first, the only time that a turn key

drag car was made available to the general public. In every decade since, the FE has held
drag-racing records. In , an FE-powered vehicle set the land speed record for the U. Tony
Densham set the new British land speed record of just over The FE-powered vehicle beat the
official British wheel-driven record over the flying and kilometer distances, until then held by Sir
Malcolm Campbell, of The FE engine is used extensively in custom installations. The extensive
availability of multi-carburetor and other exotic intakes, as well as many other "dress-up parts",
has contributed to its use where the engine would be shown off. It fit under the hood along with
the Bat-ray, Bat-ram, a nose-mounted aluminum chain slicer and all the associated support
hardware of the 5,pound vehicle. One dragstrip version was equipped with a Holman-Moody
prepped FE with dual quads, which would be launched in second gear and spin its tires the
entire quarter-mile length of the track. This "Green Hornet" [15] had a custom independent rear
suspension, four-wheel disc brakes and a Conelec electronically controlled port fuel injection
system. It had a 5. The FE and FT engines are Y-block designsâ€”so-called because the cylinder
block casting extends below the crankshaft centerline, giving great rigidity and support to the
crankshaft's bearings. In these engines, the casting extends 3. Blocks were cast in two major
groups: top-oiler and side-oiler. The top-oiler block sent oil to the top center first, the side-oiler
block sent oil along a passage located on the lower side of the block first. All FE and FT engines
have a bore spacing distance between cylinder centers of 4. The main journal crankshaft
bearing diameter is 2. Within the family of Ford engines of the time, the FE was neither the
largest nor smallest block. Because the FE was never a completely static design and was
constantly being improved by Ford, references to a particular version of the FE can become
difficult. Generally though, most FEs can be described using the following descriptors:. These
descriptions actually refer to the intakes used with the heads The high-riser intake required a
bubble in the hood of cars it was installed in for clearance. While the low and medium riser
heads could be used in combination with either low or medium riser intakes, the high riser head
required a high-riser intake due to the increased height of the intake port. The medium riser's
intake port is actually shorter in height, though wider, than the low-riser's port. The high-riser's
ports are taller than either the low or medium-riser ports. Low-riser intakes have the carburetor
placed relatively low so that the air-fuel mix must follow a more convoluted path to the chamber.
Within the major head groups, there were also differences in chamber designs, with small
chambers, machined chambers and large chambers. The size and type of chamber affected the
compression ratio, as well as the overall performance characteristics of the engine. The
smallest displacement FE engine was the It was used in Ford-brand cars in and , domestically
marketed U. Introduced in as part of the Interceptor line of Ford V8 engines, the Ford of It is a
stroked with 3. When these engines were introduced, they were called Interceptor V-8 on the
base models and Interceptor Special V-8 on the 4-barrel models. The Interceptor was the
base-performance engine in Edsel engines were assembled in Cleveland Ohio, and Dearborn
Michigan. Edsel engines were available to U. It has a bore of a 4. The used the same block,
heads and other parts as a , this makes them indistinguishable from each other unless the
stroke is measured. The , with It was the most common FE engine in later applications, used in
many Ford cars as the standard engine as well as in many trucks. It was a popular
high-performance engine; [33] although not as powerful as the and models, it provided good
performance, particularly in lighter-weight vehicles. The engine used a new 4. The larger bore
required a new block casting design allowing for thicker walls, but otherwise was very similar to
the block. Testing of the , with its higher power levels, led to cross-bolted mains â€” that is,
main bearing caps that were secured not only by bolts at each end coming up from beneath, but
also by bolts coming in from the sides through the block. A custom fit spacer was used
between the cap and the block face. This design prevented the main bearing caps from
"walking" under extreme racing conditions, and can be found today in many of the most
powerful and modern engines from many manufacturers. The engine, used in and Mercurys see
Ford MEL engine regarding senior series Edsels , used the same 4. The standard crankshaft
was used, which meant that the , like the , used external balancing. A compression ratio of The
V8 was produced as both a top-oiler and side-oiler. Introduced in , its true displacement was
The stroke was the same as the at 3. The block was made of cast iron with an especially
thickened deck to withstand higher compression. The cylinders were cast using cloverleaf
moldsâ€” the corners were thicker all down the wall of each cylinder. Many s used a steel
crankshaft and all were balanced internally. Most s used solid valve lifters with the exception of
the block which was drilled for use with hydraulic lifters. Space-saving tunnel-port heads with
matching intakes were available, which routed pushrods through the intake's ports in brass
tunnels. As an engine designed for racing, it had many performance parts available both from
the factory and the aftermarket. Two different blocks were produced, the top oiler and side oiler.
The top oiler version was the earlier and delivered oil to the cam and valvetrain first and the

crank second. The side oiler, introduced in , sent oil to the crank first and the cam and
valvetrain second. This was similar to the oiling design from the earlier Y-block. The engine was
available with low-rise, medium-rise, or high-rise heads, and either single or double four-barrel
carburetors on an aluminum manifold matched to each head design. Ford never released an
official power rating. FE exhausts. Left to right: Factory Ford cast iron header, aftermarket
header with crossover tubes, aftermarket Tri-Y design, Factory Ford design "bundle-of-snakes"
for use in the GT FE injection manifolds. Tunnelport intake showing the brass tubes for the
pushrods to pass through. The Ford block was closer dimensionally to the smaller cu. The Ford
FE's deck height of For comparison, the Hemi has a deck height of The engine was based on
the high performance side-oiler block, providing race-proven durability. The block and
associated parts were largely unchanged, but an idler shaft replaced the camshaft in the block,
which necessitated plugging the remaining camshaft bearing oiling holes. The cast-iron heads
were designed with hemispherical combustion chambers and a single overhead camshaft over
each head, operating shaft-mounted roller rocker arms. The valvetrain consisted of valves
larger than those on Ford wedge head engines, made out of stainless steel and with sodium
-filled exhaust valves to prevent the valve heads from burning, and dual valve springs. This
design allowed for high volumetric efficiency at high engine speed. The idler shaft in the block
in place of the camshaft was driven by the timing chain and drove the distributor and oil pump
in conventional fashion. The length of this chain made precision timing of the camshafts an
issue at high RPM. The engine also had a dual-point distributor with a transistorized ignition
amplifier system, running 12 amps of current through a high-output ignition coil. The engines
were essentially hand-built for racing, with combustion chambers fully machined to reduce
variability. Nevertheless, Ford recommended blueprinting before use in racing applications.
Ford's hopes to counter Chrysler were, however, cut short. This was due to the motor not being
available in a factory production motor vehicle. With its 4. Therefore, Ford combined attributes
that had worked well in previous incarnations of the FE â€” a 3. This engine was also available
as standard equipment in and in the Mercury S The Cobra Jet was a performance version of the
FE. Launched in April , it was built on a regular production line using a variety of cylinder heads
[43] combined with a CFM Holley four-barrel carburetor. A Holman and Moody specially
prepared "stripper", which carried no sound deadener, undercoating, or any optional factory
equipment, was used as the introductory press car in Historical road test data on actual
production CJ cars suggest peak output in the neighborhood of SAE Net "as installed" HP,
using published trap speed and "as tested" weights, and Hale's trap speed formula. The engine
lived up to expectations as four of the cars made it to their respective class finals. The Super
Cobra Jet also known as the SCJ used the same top end, pistons, cylinder heads, camshaft,
valve train, induction system, exhaust manifolds, and engine block as the Cobra Jet. However,
the crankshaft and connecting rods were strengthened and associated balancing altered for
drag racing. A nodular iron crankshaft casting 1UA was used as well as heavier "Le Mans"
connecting rods with capscrews instead of bolts for greater durability. The heavier connecting
rods and the removal of the centre counterweight on the stock Cobra Jet crankshaft 1UA ,
required an external weight on the snout of the crankshaft for balancing. A Super Cobra Jet
engine with oil cooler was standard equipment when the "Drag Pack" option which came when
selecting either a 3. In addition, while the CJ and SCJ engines used the same autothermic
piston casting, the piston-to-bore clearance specification between the CJ and SCJ engines is
slightly different, with the SCJ engines gaining a slightly looser fit to permit higher operating
temperature. By the mids the FE had been used in Ford vehicles extensively across three
decades. To replace it, Ford had developed the series engines , commonly referred to as
"Cleveland" engines, and the series engines. The last FE was installed in a production vehicle in
, and in the late s the Dearborn Engine Plant that produced the FE engines was completely
retooled to produce the 1. The FE's thinwall casting production method was innovative and
forward-looking in the mid, resulting in lower weight and dramatically reduced production
costs. Ford's competitors at the time required thicker castings to mask the flaws and defects
that resulted from their processes. Improving quality and allowing thinner walls was
accomplished through many engineering improvements, including reducing the number of
cores required to cast an engine block. Fewer cores made it easier to assemble the overall mold
for casting and reduced the number of potential problems. From Wikipedia, the free
encyclopedia. Motor vehicle engine. Pair of FEs used in an Ed Roth custom. Temple Car Tech,
Inc. Random House. Retrieved Retrieved on August 26, Ford Thunderbolt Details. Accessed:
Archived from the original on February 17, Drag Digest, Volume 2 No. May 19, Street Rodder
Magazine, page Ford Motor Company. Owner's Manual , form ED September Gayle The Edsel
Affair. Pro West, Paradise Valley, Arizona December Ford Motor Company of Canada.
Brooklands Books. Retrieved June 23, June 15, An Engineer Analyzes the 62s. Popular
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is a series of full-size cars that were manufactured and marketed by the Mercury division of
Ford from to Deriving its name from Monterey Bay , the Mercury Monterey served as the
replacement for the Mercury Eight, the debut model line of the Mercury division. During its
production, the Monterey would be offered in multiple body styles, ranging from coupes,
convertibles, sedans, hardtops, and station wagons. Over its 22 years of production, the
Monterey served as the flagship, mid-range, and entry-level offering of the full-size Mercury
product range. The only Mercury nameplate to be in continuous production throughout the s, [1]
the Monterey was slotted above the Medalist, Custom, and Meteor; later, it was slotted below
the Turnpike Cruiser, Montclair, Park Lane, and Marquis. Following the model year, Mercury
discontinued the Monterey, consolidating its full-size range down to the Marquis and Colony
Park station wagon. For , the Monterey nameplate was revived, becoming the counterpart of the
Ford Freestar minivan; it was produced through the model year. The Monterey model 72C was
introduced in as a high-end two-door coupe as part of the Mercury Eight series in the same vein
as the Ford Crestliner , the Lincoln Lido coupe and the Lincoln Cosmopolitan Capri coupe in
order to compete with the hardtop coupes General Motors had introduced the previous model
year. Two special colors were offered, Turquoise Blue with dark blue top and Cortaro Red
metallic with black top. Black with yellow top was also available. Few Montereys were sold. The
heater and vent controls were changed to levers and placed on a plane set perpendicular to the
dash behind the steering wheel, inspired by flight controls in large aircraft. For the car lost its
status as Mercury's top model, replaced by the Montclair. The Medalist lasted only one year as
Mercury moved further upscale in A new frame design allowed a lower floor which made the car
look lower and longer. Interior features included a front seat track stop to keep the front seat
from breaking loose , a new design for the safety steering wheel, a new radio, and memory
power front seats. With the new engine came the Multi-Drive three-speed automatic
transmission. For , the Mercury Monterey and Montclair grew in size, adopting a inch
wheelbase. The Monterey was offered in five bodystyles, including two and four-door pillared
sedans, a two-door convertible, and two-door and four-door Cruiser hardtops. To improve
interior access and driver visibility, the forward-swept A-pillar was made nearly vertical. Initially
designed for potential production as both an Edsel and a Mercury, [19] the Monterey inherited
several design features from the division. The dashboard grouped all instruments and controls
centrally around the steering wheel, with thermostat-style climate control air conditioning was
optional , power driver seat with memory position , and a pre-set speed warning a precursor to
cruise control offered as options. Serving as the base-trim Mercury sedan, the Monterey
received a hp cubic-inch V8; the previous cubic-inch V8 producing hp was optional. For , the
Monterey underwent a facelift; along with visually reducing exterior trim and tailfins , [26] the
update shifted its appearance closer in line to the newly introduced Mercury Comet compact
sedan. For , Mercury underwent a major transformation of its model line. In a transition from ,
Mercury again shared a bodyshell with a divisional counterpart, shifting from Edsel to Ford,
with the Monterey becoming the equivalent of the Ford Galaxie. The Montclair and Park Lane
were discontinued, shifting the Monterey from the base-trim Mercury sedan to its flagship,
slotted above the newly-introduced Mercury Meteor as with the Comet, intended as an Edsel
before the discontinuation of the division. At inches, the Monterey was given a 1-inch longer
wheelbase than the Galaxie. The Monterey was offered in four bodystyles, including two and
four-door hardtops, a four-door sedan, and a two-door convertible. While slightly more adorned
than its Galaxie counterpart, the Monterey continued to adopt more subdued styling, shifting
chrome trim nearly entirely to the front and rear fascias and the roofline. For , the Monterey
served as the entire full-size Mercury line, as Mercury shifted the Meteor nameplate to its
all-new intermediate sedan range. The six-cylinder Monterey 6 was introduced, inheriting a hp
cubic-inch Mileage Maker inline-6 from the Meteor. While offered with any Monterey engine, the
S option also offered a hp cubic-inch V8. For , the Monterey underwent a substantial revision to
its roofline, reintroducing the retractable rear window used by the Continental model line and
the Mercury Turnpike Cruiser. While again using the reverse-slant design, the power-window
mechanism was borrowed from the station wagon line. Named "Breezeway", the retractable rear

window was standard on all non-convertible Montereys and Ss. For , Mercury revised its sedan
offerings; while the S was discontinued, the Montclair and Park Lane made their return. In
another change, the Marauder fastback was introduced as a four-door hardtop giving Mercury a
second roofline distinct from Ford ; while performance-oriented, all three Mercury sedans
offered the Marauder roofline as an option. In line with the Ford Thunderbird , the entire front
fascia became more convex, with a more closely-fitting front bumper. Coinciding with the
Montclair and Park Lane, the Monterey was reintroduced as a two-door sedan; the four-door
hardtop was only offered as a Marauder fastback. For the year, Mercury redesigned its full-size
line, with the Monterey again serving its base-trim sedan. Growing in size to a inch wheelbase 4
inches longer than Ford , the Monterey adopted an all-new chassis and redesigned rear
suspension, abandoning leaf springs for a coil-sprung live rear-axle. While again derived
directly from the Ford Galaxie, the exterior of Mercury sedans adopted multiple design elements
from the popular Lincoln Continental , branding the entire Mercury model line designed "in the
Lincoln Continental tradition". The rear fascia was also styled similar to the Continental adding
two taillamp lenses to the bumper ; all vestiges of the tailfins were removed. The Monterey was
now offered in six body styles, offering two-door and four-door sedans, a four-door sedan with
a "Breezeway" rear window, two-door and four-door hardtops, and a two-door convertible. The
powertrain was carried over from ; a hp V8 was standard, with optional hp "Super" and hp
"Interceptor" versions. For , the Monterey underwent some minor styling revisions. The
taillights were redesigned removing the lower lenses from the bumper , adding chrome trim
bands; the side front fender vents were redesigned. Two-door hardtops received a new roofline
with thinner C-pillars. For , the roofline of four-door sedans underwent a minor revision,
adopting a more formal C-pillar profile; the reverse-slant Breezeway roof was discontinued an
optional retractable rear window remained available, using the standard roofline [46]. For a third
time, the taillamps were redesigned, spanning from the top of the fender to the bottom of the
bumper. Largely overshadowed by the smaller Cougar, the S became an option package for
full-size Mercury two-doors. For , the front fascia underwent a minor restyle, again modeled
after the Lincoln Continental; along with larger parking lamp lenses, the front fender vents were
deleted. The V8 was dropped, with a hp version of the introduced; the was detuned to hp. For ,
the Mercury model line underwent a significant revision, with the Montclair repackaged as the
Monterey Custom trim level. An all-new chassis made its debut; sedans were based on a inch
wheelbase, Monterey station wagons used a inch wheelbase alongside Ford station wagons and
sedans. More rounded in styling than the previous generation, the Monterey and Monterey
Custom were distinguished from the Marquis by their lack of hidden headlights, differing from
Fords in grille and taillamp styling. For , the grille underwent a further revision and wider
taillamps were introduced to better differentiate the Monterey from its Ford counterparts. In , the
Mercury full-size model range underwent a exterior restyling. While retaining the roofline shared
with Ford, the Monterey adopted design elements similar to the larger Lincoln Continental,
included its wide-pointing grille and taillamps. In a major change, Ford and Mercury introduced
"pillarless hardtops", using frameless door glass on both hardtops and four-door sedans; vent
windows were discontinued. Redesigned door handles no longer protruded from the exterior;
rear fender skirts were standardized on all full-size Mercury sedans except the base-trim
Monterey. The Monterey and Marquis convertibles were discontinued for , leaving the Cougar as
the sole Mercury convertible. For , the Monterey underwent minor exterior revisions, replacing
the full-width horizontal grille for an egg-crate style design. In line with federal regulations, front
seatbelt warning buzzers were introduced. For the first time, an automatic transmission was
standard, along with power steering and power brakes. For , Mercury discontinued the
Monterey, consolidating its full-size range down to the Marquis. Approximately 7,, full-size
Fords and Mercurys were sold over â€”78; this makes it the second best selling Ford
automobile platform after the Ford Model T. The V8 , which was standard on the Marquis
beginning in , was available as an extra cost option on all Monterey models each year including
a two-barrel horsepower version and a four-barrel horsepower option from to Both of those s
were replaced by single net horsepower four-barrel for , which was designed to run on regular,
low lead or unleaded gasoline as was the case with all Ford Motor Company engines starting
with the model year. The V8 was discontinued after and Lincoln's V8 became the top option on
all models for After , the Monterey was not sold in Canada , but was supplanted by the
resurrected Meteor. Meteor competed in the low-priced field, but its upper trim series Montcalm
and LeMoyne were typically very similar to the U. Monterey both in styling and appointments.
Meteor continued as a separate marque through â€”76 models continued the Monterey's front
end styling [50] after which the name was applied to a base trim version of the Marquis, as the
"Mercury Marquis Meteor" through From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. For the Monterey
minivan produced from to , see Mercury Monterey minivan. Motor vehicle. How Mercury Cars

Work. Retrieved A concise guide to the Ford and Mercury full-size automobile production
Belvedere Publishing, Standard Catalog of American Cars â€” Krause publications. Mercury
vehicles. A division of Ford Motor Company , â€” Category Commons. Categories : Mercury
vehicles Full-size vehicles s cars s cars Cars introduced in Sedans. Hidden categories: Articles
with short description Short description is different from Wikidata Commons category link from
Wikidata. Namespaces Article Talk. Views Read Edit View history. Help Learn to edit Community
portal Recent changes Upload file. Download as PDF Printable version. Wikimedia Commons.
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Turnpike Cruiser. Station wagon. Colony Park. Sports car. Capri II. Personal luxury. Pickup
truck. Mercury is a defunct division of the American automobile manufacturer Ford Motor
Company. Created in by Edsel Ford , Mercury was marketed as an entry-level premium brand for
nearly its entire existence, bridging the price gap between the Ford and Lincoln model lines.
From to its closure, Mercury was half of the Lincoln-Mercury Division of Ford, forming a
combined sales network distinct from Ford. Through the use of platform sharing and
manufacturing commonality, Mercury vehicles shared manufacturing commonality with Ford or
Lincoln or both concurrently , serving as counterparts for vehicles from both divisions.
Lincoln-Mercury also served as the sales network for Continental â€” , Edsel â€” and Merkur
â€” In , Ford Motor Company announced the closure of the Mercury brand in an effort to focus
on the Ford and Lincoln brands, ending production at the end of During the mids, Ford Motor
Company was again in danger of being left at a competitive disadvantage to both of its largest
competitors despite the continuing success of its new V8-powered product line. In contrast to
the comprehensive line of brands from General Motors seven and Chrysler Corporation four , in
, Ford offered only its namesake brand and the cars of Lincoln Motor Company. As a solution,
Ford launched its own version of the s General Motors Companion Make Program , leading the
company to expand from two nameplates to five by the end of the decade. For , Ford gained a
sub-marque of its own with the higher-price De Luxe Ford , a V8 car with model-specific interior
and exterior trim. In November , four Mercury body styles were debuted at the New York Auto
Show by Edsel Ford, including a two-door and four-door sedan, along with a two-door
convertible and a two-door trunked sedan coupe; body design was overseen by E. For the
model year, Mercury made its debut with a namesake vehicle line as a completely new design.
To streamline production, Mercury did not use a division-specific engine, offering a cubic
inches 3. For , as part of its first redesign, the Mercury adopted the Mercury Eight nameplate
used in sales literature. To further separate the two model lines, the Eight was given a
model-specific grille, exterior and interior trim, and taillamps. For the first time, the Eight was
offered as a wood-bodied station wagon. For the shortened model year, 24, Mercury vehicles
were produced. As part of an interior redesign, the Eight received a dashboard configured
similar to the Lincoln Zephyr. While the Lincoln-Zephyr reentered production, the Zephyr
nameplate was discontinued Lincoln discontinued the Continental after On November 1, , the
first Mercury Eights rolled off the assembly line. As few were installed before production ended,
the unpopular Liquamatic transmission did not return as an option. In , Ford Motor Company
launched its first all-new post-war designs for all three of its model lines. To gain exposure for
both Lincoln-Mercury brands, the Lincoln was given the same bodyshell as the Mercury Eight,
largely distinguished by headlight and grille designs; Mercury and Lincoln would feature
separately-trimmed interiors. Mechanically, each brand offered its own version of the Ford
Flathead V8. For many years after its production, the â€” Mercury Eight most commonly in a
two-door form would develop a following as a street rod , making an appearance in several
films. The redesign of the Mercury model line proved successful, with the division increasing its
sales six-fold over , becoming the sixth-most popular brand in the United States. For , the
Monterey name made its first appearance, denoting a special edition of two-door coupes
alongside the Lincoln Lido and Ford Crestliner. Intended to compete against the hardtop
coupes from General Motors, the Monterey simulated the appearance of a convertible through
the use of a canvas or vinyl roof though with a pillared roofline. For , Mercury redesigned its
model line, with two nameplates replacing the Eight. The Monterey returned as a distinct model
line, slotted above the base-trim Custom; both shared bodies with Lincoln. In , the expansion of
the model line proved successful; after emerging from a war-depressed market, Mercury nearly
doubled in sales, ranking eighth. While offering an open-air interior, the Sun Valley was difficult
to market in warm-weather climates as the glass panel warmed the interior to uncomfortable
temperatures. In , Mercury underwent a redesign of its model line. While again sharing much of
its bodyshell with Lincoln, the division adopted the three-model range of Ford. As its premium
model range, the Montclair was introduced above the Monterey including the Sun Valley
glass-top hardtop, for its final year. The revision proved successful, as Mercury reached its

then-highest sales. Previewed by the XM concept car, the Turnpike Cruiser the pace car of the
Indianapolis was slotted above the Montclair, distinguished by its quad headlamps and
retractable rear window. In line with Ford, Mercury station wagons became a distinct model line,
with the Commuter , Voyager , and Colony Park ; all Mercury station wagons were hardtops. In ,
to accommodate the introduction of Edsel, Ford revised its divisional structure, with Mercury,
Edsel, and Lincoln forming a combined division M-E-L. Shared with Lincoln and the Ford
Thunderbird , Mercury introduced a cubic inches 7. The division pared several slow-selling
model lines, including the Turnpike Cruiser and Voyager; the two-door Commuter was in its
final year. As with many medium-price brands, the Mercury brand was hit hard by the economy
of the late s. While remaining eighth in sales from to the end of the decade, [16] [17] Mercury
saw a 60 percent drop in sales in , outranked by Rambler in sales. While outselling the
heavily-marketed Edsel by over a two-to-one margin; [17] it would take nearly and combined to
match the sales total. While affecting the American automotive industry as a whole, the
economic recession of the late s had the harshest impact upon medium-priced brands. For ,
Mercury entered the compact car segment a year before Buick, Oldsmobile, and Pontiac with
the introduction of the Mercury Comet. Originally developed for Edsel, the Comet was sold
without Mercury divisional badging until similar to the original Valiant from Plymouth. The
Mercury Meteor was introduced as an entry-level full-size range; as with the Comet, the Meteor
was originally developed as an Edsel before its closure. For , Mercury revised its model line,
matching it closer to Ford. To eliminate overlap with the Monterey, the Meteor nameplate was
adopted for an intermediate, giving Mercury a counterpart of the Ford Fairlane. For non-station
wagons, Mercury introduced "S" sub-models to market sportier content; along with higher
performance powertrains, the option packages included full-length consoles, floor shifters, and
bucket seats with the S Comet , S Meteor , and S Monterey. For , two different rooflines were
introduced on the Monterey as an option. Similar to the Turnpike Cruiser and â€” Continental,
Mercury offered a "breezeway" reverse-slant rear window. In stark contrast to the breezeway
roofline, Mercury offered the "Marauder" fastback roofline shared with the Ford Galaxie XL ; its
aerodynamics helped Mercury gain ground in stock-car racing. By the middle of the decade, the
Mercury division had secured its future. No longer entangled with the failure of the Edsel brand,
the brand competed closely against Buick, Oldsmobile, the middle of the Chrysler range, and
the top of American Motors range. For , the full-size range underwent a revision; the Montclair
and Park Lane were reintroduced above the Monterey, with the Meteor and S-models withdrawn.
For , the full-size models underwent a redesign; while still sharing the underpinnings of the
Ford Galaxie, many styling elements were adopted from Lincoln, with advertising marketing
them as "built in the Lincoln tradition". For , the Comet shifted into the intermediate segment,
effectively replacing the Meteor. For full-size Mercurys, multiple rooflines were gradually phased
out, with the fastback Marauder roofline discontinued in and the Breezeway roofline
discontinued in After a two-year hiatus, the S returned for In , Mercury introduced its two most
successful nameplates, the Cougar and Marquis. Introduced as a counterpart of the Ford
Mustang, the Cougar was intended to bridge the gap between the Mustang and Ford
Thunderbird; the Cougar would go on to become the counterpart of the Thunderbird for 20
years. In various forms, the Marquis nameplate would survive until the closure of Mercury in For
it was available as a formal-roof 2 door hardtop. Mercury's most luxurious 4 door model for was
the Brougham, equipped like the Marquis, and available as a sedan or a hardtop. It featured a
"Breezeway" rear window that could be lowered 2 inches, and effectively replaced the blocky
Breezeway roofline used on earlier Mercurys. For , the Mercury model range underwent several
revisions. For , the full-size Mercury line was given an all-new body and chassis. While again
shared with Ford, the Mercury model line underwent a major revision, with the Marquis
expanded to a full model range alongside the Ford LTD and the Colony Park no longer marketed
as a separate series; the Park Lane and Montclair were discontinued. Serving as a replacement
for the S, the Marauder became a standalone full-size model, competing against the Oldsmobile
Toronado and Buick Riviera, powered with an available cubic inches 7. While still based on the
Ford Mustang, the Cougar was available as a pony car or a muscle car, with an "Eliminator"
performance package with an available Cobra Jet V8. During the s, the product line of the
Mercury division was influenced by several factors that affected all American nameplates. While
sporty cars would not disappear from the division, Mercury refocused itself further on building
high-content vehicles. Slightly larger than the Pinto, the Capri was marketed as a compact
sports car rather than an economy car , becoming the first Ford Motor Company car in North
America sold with a V6 engine. While sold through Lincoln-Mercury, Capris sold in North
America from to had no divisional identification. For , Mercury gradually distanced itself away
from performance vehicles. The Marauder and Marquis convertible were discontinued, with the
Brougham name making its return. Slotted below the Montego, the Comet made its return as a

counterpart of the Ford Maverick sharing much of its chassis underpinnings with the Comet. At
the other end of the performance spectrum from the Capri, Lincoln-Mercury began imports of
the De Tomaso Pantera in For , the intermediate Montego line based on the Ford Gran Torino
was redesigned with a body-on-frame chassis, creeping into full-size dimensions. After years of
losing market share to the Cougar, the Cyclone was quietly discontinued. The model year
brought major functional changes to the Mercury line, the fuel crisis notwithstanding; in various
forms, all Mercury cars were given 5-mph bumpers. The Marquis and Monterey were given an
exterior update, adopting a "pillared hardtop" roofline frameless door glass supported by a thin
B-pillar. As American manufacturers shifted away from convertibles, the final convertible
produced by Ford Motor Company during the s was a Mercury Cougar. The Montego saw a
revision to its model range, as its fastback body style was discontinued. For , the Mercury
model range underwent a series of transitions. Following the discontinuation of the
long-running Monterey, the Marquis became the sole full-size Mercury nameplate; to expand the
model range, a new Grand Marquis was slotted between the Marquis Brougham and the Lincoln
Continental. Intended as the successor for the Comet, the Monarch led to a completely new
market segment: the luxury compact car. The model line was met with success, with examples
used as personal cars among Ford executives including Henry Ford II. Following the
discontinuation of its engine, Lincoln-Mercury ended its sales of the DeTomaso Pantera.
Introduced in Canada in , the Bobcat was the Mercury counterpart of the Ford Pinto, sharing its
coupe, hatchback, and station wagon body styles. The Capri was restyled with a hatchback and
was renamed the Capri II. For , Mercury made significant revisions to improve sales to its
intermediate model range its slowest-selling models. While technically a mid-cycle model
update, the Montego was replaced by the Cougar, with the latter offering sedan and station
wagon body styles for the first time. The revision was well-received, as Cougar sales nearly
tripled. The counterpart of the Ford Fairmont , the Zephyr marked the introduction of the Fox
platform , a rear-wheel drive chassis architecture that underpinned some compact and mid-size
Ford and Lincoln-Mercury vehicles from the s into the early s. After ending the importation of
the Capri II in late , leftover examples were sold through the model year. Of the , vehicles sold;
nearly four out of every ten Mercurys were Cougars. For , Mercury continued its modernization;
as the division shifted away from performance vehicles at the beginning of the decade, the fuel
crises of and sparked the decline of the landyacht. Two years after General Motors downsized
its full-size model lines, Mercury introduced a downsized Marquis; while nearly matching the
Cougar sedan in exterior footprint, the Marquis gained interior space over its predecessor. The
Capri made its return, shifting from German-produced captive import to counterpart of the Ford
Mustang ; for the first time, the Capri adopted Mercury divisional branding. Bolstered by the
redesign of the Marquis and the popularity of Cougar XR7, the Mercury brand reached its
all-time sales peak, with nearly , vehicles sold. As Lincoln-Mercury entered the s, Mercury
continued the modernization of its model line, redesigning its entire lineup between and Since
the early s, the use of platform sharing had left Ford and Mercury model lines styled virtually the
same, differing only by grilles, wheels, badging, and minor trim. Through the decade, designers
sought to give Mercury its own brand identity while maximizing production resources. Initially
associated with full-size sedans and personal luxury cars, Mercury also diversified its model
range. For , Mercury ended the model overlap between the Marquis and Cougar, as the latter
was downsized into the mid-size segment. In another change, the Cougar model range was
pared down to the XR7 coupe. Poorly received by critics and buyers, sales of the model line
collapsed to less than one-third of levels. Struggling to compete against newer designs, the
aging Bobcat and Monarch were in their final years of production. A standard trim of the Cougar
replaced the Monarch; a counterpart of the Ford Granada, the Cougar was largely a Zephyr with
a formal roofline and Marquis-influenced fascias. As in , the expansion of the model line nearly
doubled Cougar sales though far below its previous rate. The first front-wheel drive vehicle of
the brand, the Lynx as an option offered the first diesel engine for a Mercury; three and
five-door hatchbacks were offered along with a five-door station wagon. For the first time,
Mercury used the GS and LS trim nomenclature; in various forms, it would be used through the
model year. To distinguish the LN7, the rear hatchback was fitted with a compound-curve rear
window. For the first time since , the Cougar was offered as a station wagon replacing the
otherwise identical Zephyr wagon, as Mercury shifted the model line upward in price. Within the
context of Mercury, most revisions were centered around the Cougar model range. Reverting to
its traditional role of a two-door coupe, the Cougar XR7 underwent a complete exterior
redesign; adopting a far more aerodynamic body than its predecessor, the Cougar was styled
with a notchback roofline the Thunderbird, a fastback. Under a mid-cycle model revision to
improve its aerodynamics , the Cougar sedan and wagon took on the Marquis nameplate Ford
renaming the Granada the LTD. The Zephyr was discontinued after and replaced by the

front-wheel drive Topaz. Selling far under sales projections less than 5, were sold for , the
two-seat LN7 was withdrawn in favor of its Ford counterpart. Buoyed by Cougar sales, Mercury
was the fifth-highest selling brand in the United States the highest it would ever finish. For , the
introduction of the front-wheel drive Mercury Topaz further ended model overlap within
Mercury. The counterpart of the Ford Tempo, the Topaz replaced the Zephyr while offering a
sedan counterpart of the Lynx in a similar context to the Volkswagen Jetta and Golf. Along with
advancing the use of aerodynamic exterior design, the Topaz became the first Lincoln-Mercury
vehicle to offer a driver-side airbag as an option. The Topaz also marked the first appearance of
the Mercury "stacked angle" brand emblem, used through the model year. The introduction
proved successful, with the entire division selling nearly , vehicles. For the first time since , the
Cougar received a complete redesign of its interior, including an optional electronic instrument
panel. Intending to repeat the success of the s Capri, Lincoln-Mercury began sales of the Merkur
see below , a captive import from West Germany aimed at European entry-level luxury cars. In ,
Mercury made a substantial change to its mid-size line as the Mercury Sable was introduced to
replace the Marquis. Along with a transition to front-wheel drive, the conservative design of the
Marquis was to be replaced by one of the most aerodynamic sedans in the world at the time.
While sharing most of its body with the Taurus including its doors, roof, hood, and front fenders
, the two sedans were externally distinguished by differently-styled C-pillars, taillamps, and the
introduction of a low-wattage "lightbar" grille, which would become adopted by several Mercury
car lines in the late s. To match the Sable, the Topaz underwent a minor exterior update,
receiving composite headlamps and a lightbar grille. Lincoln-Mercury continued sales of the
Marquis alongside its successor through the end of the model year retiring the Brougham trim.
The Cougar underwent an extensive mid-cycle revision sharing only the doors with the body.
More popular than the Cougar in , the Capri was discontinued for after being outsold nearly 10
to one by the Mustang [22]. For the last time, Mercury offered the Lynx and the Grand Marquis
two-door sedan. For , Mercury underwent multiple product revisions and updates. For the first
time since , the Grand Marquis underwent an externally substantial update to slightly improve
its aerodynamics ; the rarely-produced two-door sedan was withdrawn. The Topaz sedan was
redesigned, adopting a more "notchback" rear roofline than the Tempo; a grille initially replaced
the lightbar. The first Mercury assembled outside of North America, the Tracer was derived from
the Mazda-designed Ford Laser derived from the Mazda ; American production was sourced
from Japan and Mexico while Canadian production was imported from Taiwan. For the third
time since , the Cougar underwent a ground-up redesign, adopting a completely new chassis
alongside the Thunderbird keeping its notchback roofline. Growing significantly in wheelbase to
improve interior room and handling , the Cougar was benchmarked in design against European
premium luxury coupes. For the first time, the Sable saw an exterior update a revision to the
lightbar to aid grille ventilation. Far under sales projections, Lincoln-Mercury ended sales of the
Merkur brand see below. During the s, Mercury had largely succeeded in modernizing its model
line and gradually separating its brand identity between Ford and Lincoln. While Mercury was
among the last brands to downsize and would have disastrous results downsizing its mid-size
model lines with the Cougar , Mercury was among the first brands to integrate aerodynamic
body design into its model lines and downsized its compact model lines replacing the Zephyr
with the Topaz. In contrast to other American automobile manufacturers, as the s progressed,
elements of Mercury design shifted further from divisional Ford counterparts. Originally
intended for replacement, the Grand Marquis the most profitable model line [25] saw little
change in contrast to its smaller counterparts. For the model year, Ford chose to revisit the
success of the s Mercury Capri, with participating Lincoln-Mercury dealers launching the
Merkur brand. Following the model year, Merkur was discontinued as a result of several factors.
As Ford ended the Merkur division in , the Mercury division itself began a major transition
during the s. As distinguishing itself from counterpart Ford and Lincoln models was a key
factor, renewing the model line was imperative. During the s, the division would see major
redesigns of its best-selling model lines and would diversify its product line by introducing its
first minivan and SUV product lines. While remaining a counterpart of the Ford Thunderbird, the
Cougar underwent a complete redesign for While remaining the only rear-wheel drive vehicle in
its segment alongside the Thunderbird , its all-new chassis was benchmarked against premium
European luxury coupes, allowing for major upgrades to its handling; a much longer wheelbase
increased its interior room inside a slightly smaller body. For the first time, no V8 engine was
offered for the Cougar returning for At the other end of the size scale, the Mercury Capri was
revived for the second time as an imported four-seat convertible produced by Ford of Australia.
Developed as a competitor to the Mazda MX-5 , the Capri was mechanically derived from the
Mazda although the Capri and MX-5 were unrelated to each other. After a two-year hiatus, the
Mercury Tracer returned for as the smallest Mercury model line. The hatchbacks were

discontinued, now offered only as a four-door sedan and a five-door station wagon. After 12
years nearly unchanged, the Colony Park wood-trim station wagon was discontinued after a
short model year, losing ground to minivans, full-size vans, and large SUVs. For , the Mercury
model line would undergo an extensive update, introducing new generations of its best-selling
model lines. While adopting the style of the successful previous generation and its chassis , the
Sable carried over only its doors and roof. After 12 years nearly unchanged, the Grand Marquis
underwent a larger-scale redesign, sharing no body commonality with the previous generation.
While the chassis was carried over, it underwent major handling upgrades, marking the
introduction of the first overhead-cam V8 engine in an American-brand car. Far more
aerodynamic than its predecessor, the exterior of the Grand Marquis was better-received by the
marketplace than that of the Chevrolet Caprice and Buick Roadmaster and the Ford Crown
Victoria ; sales of the model line doubled from to , leading it to become the best-selling Mercury
sedan through much of the s. The product of a joint venture with Nissan, the Mercury Villager
was launched as a model as the first Lincoln-Mercury minivan Mercury never marketed the Ford
Aerostar. Deriving its name from Mercury wood-trim station wagons, the Villager was produced
by Ford alongside Nissan Quest ; both vehicles shared a chassis and engine with the Nissan
Maxima. Mercury sales rebounded in to over ,, their highest level since the all-time high. In the
mids the brand received some free advertising when country music star Alan Jackson scored a
hit with a cover of K. Douglas ' " Mercury Blues ", a song which heaped praise on their vehicles.
Ford later used a different version of the song in its truck advertising. As the s progressed,
several product changes were less well-received by buyers. Following the model year, the Capri
was discontinued as its Mazda donor platform ended production, coinciding with declining
sales. For , the Topaz was replaced by the Mystique , offered only as a four-door sedan. Derived
from the Ford Mondeo "world car", the compact Mystique was developed as a mid-size car
outside of North America but was criticized for the small interiors in comparison to competitive
vehicles. For , the Sable underwent a second redesign, with Ford stylists further distinguishing
the Sable and Taurus from one another. The redesign was poorly received by critics and buyers,
leading to sales to fall by one-third from to For , the Tracer was redesigned alongside the Ford
Escort; in contrast to the redesign of the Sable, the Tracer differed from the Escort in its grille
and badging. Derived from the Ford Explorer itself derived from the Ford Ranger at the time ,
the Mountaineer differed from the Explorer in its fitment all-wheel drive rather than four-wheel
drive ; a V8 engine was standard initially. The Mountaineer introduced the silver "waterfall
grille", a styling theme adopted on nearly all succeeding Mercury vehicles. After overall market
demand shifted away from large two-door coupes, was the final model year for the Mercury
Cougar alongside the Ford Thunderbird. The discontinuation of the full-size Buick Roadmaster
and Chevrolet Caprice by General Motors after led to an increase in sales of the Grand Marquis,
rising nearly 20 percent from to For , the model line underwent a mid-cycle redesign; in a more
visible update, to appeal to retail buyers, the Ford Crown Victoria adopted the more formal
roofline of the Grand Marquis. After skipping the model year, the Cougar made its return,
becoming its own model line. A second generation of the Villager was introduced; alongside the
Nissan Quest, the model line adopted a driver-side sliding door. The sedan line was faced with
reduction, as both the Tracer and Mystique were in their final model year. By the beginning of
the s, the Mercury division began to struggle in efforts to modernize its brand image. While
sales of the Grand Marquis were highly profitable then its best-selling model line , the mids
average buyers' age was nearly two decades higher than what Lincoln-Mercury dealers sought
to attract into showrooms. Following the withdrawal of the Tracer and Mystique after the end of ,
Mercury was left with the Sable and Grand Marquis. For , the Cougar made its return under a
completely new model identity, becoming a compact sports coupe. Beginning life as the
third-generation Ford Probe , the new Cougar adopted the chassis of the Mystique becoming
front-wheel drive for the first time. In a first for the nameplate, the Cougar was marketed with no
Ford equivalent though badged as a Ford Cougar in export markets. After meeting with initial
success outselling its previous-generation namesake for and , sales declined; the Cougar was
discontinued a final time after as Ford shifted to a new generation of the Mondeo. After the
discontinuation of the Cougar, Mercury began a series of model introductions to further expand
its model line. After a hiatus of over three decades, the Mercury Marauder made its return,
developed as a s competitor to the â€” Chevrolet Impala SS. Derived from the Grand Marquis,
the Marauder was designed with higher-performance suspension and powertrain upgrades
sharing its engine with the Ford Mustang Mach 1. As with the Impala SS, the Marauder was
styled with a nearly monochromatic exterior with most examples produced in black. Due to lack
of marketing, the Marauder was discontinued after After , Ford ended its joint venture with
Nissan to produce the Villager, leaving the division out of the minivan segment. For , the
Villager was replaced by a revived Mercury Monterey; a direct counterpart of the Ford Freestar.

During and , three new vehicles were added to the Mercury model line. The sedan line
underwent a major revision, as Mercury replaced the Sable with two different vehicles. The
larger sedan, the Mercury Montego , was a full-size sedan a counterpart of the Ford Five
Hundred ; while close in exterior footprint to the Sable, the interior packaging of the Montego
more closely matched the Grand Marquis. The smaller sedan, the Mercury Milan a counterpart
of the Ford Fusion was sized closely to the first-generation Sable. Following the discontinuation
of the Lincoln Aviator, many of its features were adopted by the Mountaineer SUV as part of its
redesign to further distinguish it from the Ford Explorer. While the introduction of "F"
nameplates by Ford was met with controversy in the mids, the reaction to "M" nameplates by
Mercury for its product range was much less extreme. Before the s, the division had used the
practice for many of its product lines; several recognized nameplates were revived by the brand
Marauder, Montego, Monterey. While the Milan was outsold by its Ford Fusion counterpart by a
significant margin , the product line met with relative success, overtaking the Grand Marquis as
the best-selling Mercury sedan in The Montego struggled to gain market share against
competitive sedans, partly due to model overlap with the Grand Marquis in contrast, Ford had
long ended marketing for the Crown Victoria and ended retail of the model line after In , Ford
introduced an advertising campaign starring actress Jill Wagner that focused exclusively on
attracting female drivers to the Mercury brand in hopes of making it more relevant and
profitable standing in stark contrast to its late s "The Man's Car" ad slogan. Outsold by the
Grand Marquis by nearly five-to-one for , the Montego was renamed the Sable for While
intended to expand the nameplate recognition of the model line, the revived Sable declined
further in sales becoming the slowest-selling Mercury sedan. While not a complete redesign, the
Sable would become the final model introduction for the Mercury model line. Through the mids,
Ford began to pare down the Mercury model line, ending the development of direct counterparts
of new Ford model lines. Except for the Grand Marquis which had overtaken and replaced the
Ford Crown Victoria in retail sales , following the Cougar, each Mercury sedan and SUV was
produced with a direct Ford divisional counterpart. On June 2, , Ford announced the closure of
the Mercury line, effective at the end of the year as the company concentrated its marketing and
engineering efforts on the Ford and Lincoln model lines. Virgin Islands , and the Middle East.
For , 93, Mercury vehicles were sold, nearly , fewer than in For its two slowest-selling model
lines, Mercury ended the Sable and the Mountaineer after the and model years; the two vehicles
completed their model cycles without replacement. The Mariner, Milan, and Grand Marquis were
produced through the end of for a shortened model year. During the middle of the 20th century,
the small dealership network of Ford Motor Company in Canada necessitated some branding
changes to attract buyers into showrooms. This was especially the case in smaller, rural
communities in need of trucks, as these areas were served by either a Ford or a
Lincoln-Mercury dealer, but rarely both. Following the demise of Edsel and its effects on the
Lincoln-Mercury division, Ford largely integrated its model lines across the United States and
Canada by the end of the s. From to , to attract buyers of medium-price vehicles, Ford of
Canada marketed the Monarch brand in their dealership network. Using much of the body and
trim of the Mercury, Monarch was a three-model line with the Richelieu, Lucerne and Sceptre
matching the Mercury Monterey, Montclair, and Park Lane, respectively. Ford of Canada
replaced Monarch with the Edsel brand for ; a poor reception to Edsel in Canada led to the
return of Monarch for The same year, the Ford Galaxie was introduced, shifting the Ford brand
upward in price and content; fearing brand overlap with the Galaxie, Ford of Canada ended the
Monarch brand after the model year. In , the Monarch nameplate would again become
associated with Mercury in both the United States and Canada , becoming the counterpart of the
Ford Granada. From to , Lincoln-Mercury of Canada marketed the Meteor nameplate as its
lowest-price brand to compete in lower-price markets most closely against Pontiac. In contrast
to the Mercury and the Monarch of the s, which was derived its body from Lincoln, the Meteor
combined a Ford body with a Mercury grille and trim. The brand was marketed as a four-model
counterpart of the Ford line Meteor, Niagara, Rideau; Montcalm was added in to match the
Galaxie. For and , Lincoln-Mercury of Canada dropped the Meteor brand, coinciding with the
introduction of the namesake Mercury product line and as Mercury distanced itself from Lincoln
in price at the beginning of the s. In , Meteor was revived in Canada replacing the Mercury
Monterey in the same market. In , Lincoln-Mercury of Canada added Mercury badging to Meteor
vehicles, gradually beginning to integrate Meteor into its model line. After , the Rideau and
Montcalm were discontinued, combined as a base Meteor trim level for the Mercury Marquis in
Canada; Lincoln-Mercury of Canada dropped the Marquis Meteor after the model year. To
increase the availability of its truck lineup in Canada, Ford introduced Mercury-badged trucks in
Lincoln-Mercury dealerships in Initially rebadging the Ford F-Series light trucks as the Mercury
M-series , the product range was expanded to include Mercury-badged versions of the

medium-duty Ford F-series and its school bus chassis variant , the C-Series COE truck, and a
Mercury version of the Econoline. Sharing nearly identical bodywork with Ford trucks,
Mercury-badged trucks were largely distinguished by a division-specific grille and exterior trim
and badging. Sold only in Canada, Ford ended sales of Mercury-badged trucks after sales of the
Mercury version of the C-Series COE continued through ; during the s, the M-series shifted
closer in appearance to its Ford counterpart. Following the withdrawal of the M-series, Mercury
permanently ended pickup truck production, not marketing another light truck until the Villager
minivan. The first logo of the Mercury brand was its namesake, the Roman god Mercury.
Towards the early years of the brand, Mercury used its Roman namesake in a silhouette profile
with signature bowl hat with wings, as shown in the image. This logo was briefly revived for â€”,
used in the alloy wheel centers of the Mercury Marauder. In the mids, Mercury introduced "The
Big M", the namesake letter with horizontal extensions at its bottom; [42] at the time, Mercury
was a prime sponsor of The Ed Sullivan Show. After , the "Big M" was replaced by a crest
emblem. In various forms, Mercury would use a crest emblem on its vehicles through the end of
the s. While upper-trim models such as the Grand Monarch Ghia or Marquis would feature a
crest on the hood or grille, lower-trim models such as the Monterey or Montego featured a crest
in places such as the wheels. For a time, the Marquis later Grand Marquis used a modified
version of the Lincoln star emblem. Following the introduction of the Mercury Cougar, the
branding of Mercury vehicles changed; similar to the Ford Mustang pony emblem, the Cougar
adopted its own "prowling cat" logo. During the s, the Cougar became the most popular
Mercury vehicle, with a "Sign of the Cat" advertising campaign launched by the division. For ,
the Cougar logo was revised from a "prowling cat" to a "cat-head" emblem, later adapted by the
Mercury Lynx , Mercury LN7 and the Mercury Capri. In , Mercury introduced what would become
its final brand emblem pictured in the article information box. Centered in the grille, the silver
Mercury emblem is a set of three stacked obtuse angles also in silver. In , the emblem saw a
minor revision, with the word "Mercury" added to the top half of the emblem. The emblem
became the final design featured for a hood ornament of an American-brand automobile, offered
as an option for the Grand Marquis for for a single year. The Mercury styling of the brand is
most commonly associated with a waterfall-style grille. The design would reappear in the debut
of the Mercury Cougar, as designers sought to differentiate the model from the Ford Mustang.
During the s, the vertical waterfall grille design was adapted by nearly all Mercury vehicles
except for the Capri and Comet. In , as part of the introduction of the Mercury Sable and a
revision of the Mercury Topaz, the division introduced a "lightbar" front grille. Using low-power
light bulbs, the grille between the headlights was illuminated. By , the feature was adapted by all
Mercury vehicles except for the Cougar and Grand Marquis. In , as part of the introduction of the
Mercury Mountaineer SUV, Mercury reintroduced the chrome vertical "waterfall" grille. In place
of the radiator-style grille of Lincoln, several grille shapes were initially used, before the division
adapted a rectangular grille opening in the mids. In , Mercury introduced the Mercury Turnpike
Cruiser, featuring a roofline with a retractable rear window. From to , the feature made its return
on the Continental Mark-series line, with a reverse-slant rear window on both hardtops and
convertibles. For , Mercury reintroduced the feature as an option for the Monterey; to streamline
production, elements of the window design were shared with Ford station wagons. From to , the
optional reverse-slant roofline with retracting rear window was unique to Mercury, featured by
no other American brand. Following the replacement of the Mercury Eight by the Mercury
Monterey in , the division adopted a nameplate nomenclature for its model lines. Beginning the
debut of the Mercury Cougar, several nameplates were derived from big cats , including the
Bobcat and Lynx with the Sable also adopting an animal name. Mercury woodgrain-trim station
wagons used the Villager nameplate, in line with the Ford Squire name. Reviving a nameplate
used by Edsel wagons, Mercury used the nameplate for all station wagons from the s to the s
except for the Colony Park. After becoming dormant in the early s, the Villager name returned in
as the Mercury Villager minivan. From the s to the s, Mercury adopted a common trim
nomenclature across its model lines, with GS standing for a base-trim model and LS as a
high-trim version. From the mid to lates, Mercury shifted its trim nomenclature in line with
Lincoln, with full words replacing letter-based designations. From Wikipedia, the free
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