Saturn l300 timing belt

It only takes a minute to sign up. Realize, if you were to mark the cam belt where you started
with a mark against it and the cam gear, it would take A LOT of turns of the crankshaft for it to
realign with the mark again. They make it this way so a thing called sympathetic wear doesn't
occur. You don't want the same teeth of the cam gear affecting the same rib of the belt on every
turn of the engine. If it did, additional wear would occur which is sympathetic wear. To check
the belt alignment, you should turn the crankshaft two full turns, then ensure the timing marks
on the camshaft s and crankshaft align with their respective timing marks. You do this after
installation before you try to run the engine. If you feel any resistance, stop rotating the engine
and recheck everything. Sign up to join this community. The best answers are voted up and rise
to the top. Asked 1 year, 9 months ago. Active 1 year, 9 months ago. Viewed 47 times. Improve
this question. Add a comment. Active Oldest Votes. Hopefully this answers your question.
Improve this answer. Sign up or log in Sign up using Google. Sign up using Facebook. Sign up
using Email and Password. Post as a guest Name. Email Required, but never shown. Featured
on Meta. Visual design changes to the review queues. Opt-in alpha test for a new Stacks editor.
Related Hot Network Questions. Question feed. Our mobile mechanics offer services 7 days a
week. Upfront and transparent pricing. Our certified mobile mechanics can come to your home
or office 7 days a week between 7 AM and 9 PM. An engine timing belt is a fiber reinforced,
toothed drive belt manufactured using durable compounds such as highly saturated nitrile. The
timing belt allows the crankshaft to drive the camshafts in the cylinder head at half the RPMs of
the crankshaft. Engine designs vary, and thus the replacement procedure will vary, but broadly,
the procedure is as follows:. No, were a worn out timing belt to snap while underway, perhaps
on a highway, it creates a risk of complete loss of engine power while surrounded by fast
moving vehicles. Once your vehicle has reached the recommended replacement mileage for the
belt, you can eliminate the risk of sudden and unexpected timing belt breakage by having it
replaced. If your engine is of the interference type, it is especially important to replace the belt
according to the maintenance schedule because sudden breakage of the timing belt, while the
engine is running, will likely cause significant damage to internal engine components such as
the valves and pistons. Estimate price near me. Service Location. YourMechanic Benefits Online
Booking. Mechanic comes to you. Free 50 point safety inspection. See availability. Timing Belt
Replacement Service What is a timing belt and how does it work? Timing Belt. When to replace
the timing belt? Every 60kk miles. If an engine is equipped with a timing belt, the timing belt
must be replaced at the service interval specified by the vehicle manufacturer regardless of
whether or not any problem is visible, typically in the range of 60, to 90, miles. Engine stops
abruptly or will not start. Occasionally, timing belts can break, or skip, while the engine is
running. Rough engine operation. The molded, reinforced teeth on the timing belt engage gears
on the crankshaft and camshafts. After many tens of thousands of miles, the teeth can wear or
break, or the belt can stretch, thus causing the belt to jump position on the crankshaft or
camshaft gears. Should the belt jump, the engine will run poorly and perhaps not at all. Banging
or clanking engine noise. On some engines, if the timing belt has jumped, the pistons and
valves can collide and there will be noise and damage. These engine designs are referred to as
interference engines. If your car has an interference engine, replacing the timing belt according
to the maintenance schedule will minimize the chance that a belt failure will cause engine
damage. How do mechanics replace the timing belt? Engine designs vary, and thus the
replacement procedure will vary, but broadly, the procedure is as follows: Disconnect the
battery ground cable. Once the engine is cold, set the crankshaft to top dead center with the
number one piston on the compression stroke. Remove crankshaft pulley. Remove all
accessories interfering with the removal of the timing belt covers. Remove timing belt covers.
Lock camshafts, as required, and note position of camshaft timing marks. Remove timing belt
tensioner and idler pulleys. Remove timing belt. If replacing the water pump, do so at this time,
and of course drain the cooling system first. If the engine cooling system thermostat is only
accessible with water pump replacement, the thermostat should be replaced as well. Installation
of the new timing belt includes all of the above steps, performed in reverse, following strict
guidelines to assure camshaft and crankshaft and balancing shaft, if equipped are in perfect
alignment after tensioner has been set. Upon completion of the installation, the engine
crankshaft is turned by hand degrees and the correct position of the timing marks on the
crankshaft and the camshafts is confirmed. The vehicle is road tested to confirm normal
operation and a service sticker is affixed to the engine noting the date of belt replacement and
the vehicle mileage. Is it safe to drive with a timing belt problem? When replacing the timing belt
keep in mind: An interference engine should be carefully inspected before a broken timing belt
is replaced because it may have sustained damage that will have to be repaired prior to
installing a new belt. The timing belt system includes idler pulleys and a belt tensioner. These
components should be replaced along with the belt. Mechanics will usually recommend

replacing the water pump at the same time that the timing belt is replaced. Number of Saturn LW
services completed. Yourmechanic was featured in. Popular Saturn Jobs. Auto service in Your
City. Meet some of our expert Saturn mechanics Real customer reviews from Saturn owners like
you. Excellent Rating. Rating Summary. Ben 41 years of experience. Request Ben. Chris 16
years of experience. Request Chris. Very smart. Lucas 10 years of experience. Request Lucas.
Lucas was punctual, proficient, and professional. He answered all of my questions and gave me
sound advice regarding a problem I have with another vehicle. Bryan 5 years of experience.
Request Bryan. Came on time and stress free for me. How can we help? Read FAQ. Service type
Timing Belt Replacement. User Name Remember Me? Ok, just recently couple month ago I had
the mechanic do a timing belt replacement because I had reached my second K mile. Then just
yesterday I was on the way to work when all the suddenly I lost power and lights all came on. I
pulled quickly to the side of the shoulder. I tried to start just to see what happen but go nothing
it was trying to turn over but nothing. I then got towed to the same shop that did the work on the
timing belt. He had me start the car while looking inside at the oil fill location to see if the cam
turned. Of which the cams didn't turn. So at this point do anyone with header repair experiences
tell me how much damages was done? And since he worked on the timing belt does this mean
the mechanics is the one on the hook for the repair cost? I don't think this should be my cost
since he did the work and the broken timing if the case was the cause of the damage. Re: 03
Saturn L broken timing belt? There are many reasons a timing belt would break. Unfortunately
for you that doesn't matter sq you're on the hook for it no matter what. Unless you can prove
the mechanic did something wrong and it's not likely that you can you have to pay to fix it. What
makes it worse is that your motor is probably messed up bad. It's time for a new motor or new
car. What's the repair shop warranty on timing belt replacement? Since many factors are
considered, repair shop and new car dealer warranties on certain items may not apply to any
damage created from faulty parts. A new car with all new parts carries the longest warranty due
to all new parts used, subcontractors supplying a boat load of parts made in quantity and
quality to ensure a long new car warranty doesn't result in hiccups from inferior parts. A well
used car no longer guarantees any part to last and affects how replacement parts comes with
limited warranty periods and limited liability. The worst position for car owner, dealer or repair
shop to be in may be the one you're in - a second timing belt on an engine with k miles on it.
Parts recommended and not used may create a liability issue. Engine maintenance regular oil,
air, spark plugs, etc and overall engine health before another timing belt is considered at k
miles. A new car warranty deals with new parts wearing out prematurely or failing outright to
point directly to a part. A used car with high millage may already have hidden issues that may
be exposed by a simple timing belt replacement and lack of using recommended parts during
belt replacement that may result in premature belt damage. There are many things to consider
when determining where fault lies. When investigations occur after an accident, a volunteer
'party' of professionals are asked to participate, each specializing in their field to help determine
where fault lies. Weather, pilot experience, aircraft systems, engines, airport environment, etc.
Unfortunately, FAA statistics from decades of formal investigations shows Warranty repairs of
our vehicles don't carry the weight of deaths from aircraft accidents forming a customized
group to determine fault. It may be impossible to figure out if a timing belt failed or other part
failed and contributed to belt failure and subsequent engine damage. Experienced repair shops
may be able to examine the damage and find the cause of it. Liability is a big issue everywhere.
When I had my retail repair shop I assumed liability for damage caused by my mistakes. I also
carried 1 million dollar liability insurance and never needed it! If the shop repaired your car
properly it would still be running. They should fix it. A reputable garage will warranty the parts
AND their labor workmanship for a given period of time my indi guy does it for 12 months. Once
you know these facts, then you can move forward. Your guy will either walk away, fully repair,
fully replace motor or you may be into a negotiating situation. You need to know your rights
though. Not a good situation at all. Many excellent suggestions have been given here. Follow-up
with the shop and keep us posted on their response. When all is said and done, it will be better
to replace the engine with a low mileage junkyard engine including all new timing components
before installation. That would be my thoughts. Repairing an engine with K miles does not make
sense for a good long term outcome if you plan on keeping this car. Originally Posted by 02 LW
Day after we drove miles on a very cold night in WI last Christmas, the timing belt jumped a
tooth because the belt tensioner fell apart. It sat for 3 months until I dug into it. This was my first
time working on the timing belt. It took me a several weeks to complete because the car was
outside and at another person's house. First thing I learned is I was seriously ripped off by a
local garage that changed my serpentine belt twice It really isn't difficult to change, but I didn't
know that. And, they left a pulley sitting on the steering linkage which caused the new belt to
break 3 months later. This had to be intentional because I can't for the life of understand how

they could make such a huge error as to leave a large pulley sitting inside and on the steering
linkage!!! It still gets me pissed! That's when I opened the hood and saw the fuking pulley
sitting on the steering linkage directly adjacent to the serpentine belt. I went back to the garage
and asked the manager to come outside to look at something as I held a flash light on the pulley
and I asked, "What do you see? I told him I want to belt changed again and I want this car fixed
right! I asked for a refund and they refused! So, they Fixed it was. My point is They could screw
you and if they are evil So be gentle. After this situation with the serpentine belt breaks I
decided I would do ALL my own repairs instead of giving money to a garage and this was no
small garage. I 've spent thousands with this garage over the years with multiple vehicles. They
own two very large facilities in Appleton, WI. I should have sued them, but I know nobody wins
in court. Seriously, I would love to do an autopsy on your engine to discover what happened. It
could be the belt tensioner let go and the belt didn't break. The timing belt tensioner is
extremely delicate and must be set properly. It doesn't take much to allow the belt to slip or
jump or damage itself on the crank pulley. I do agree this garage should stand behind it's work.
However, it is possible your engine is damaged. They won't cover the warranty if it means they
have to rebuild your engine. They would rather take their chances in court, if you sue them. So
be kind and just try to work out something that benefits both sides. Rj LS2, I empathize with
your experiences dealing with repair shops. As you may or may not know, our 3. The belt
tensioner uses a heavy duty roll spring and not delicate at all. I've replaced my alternator twice
and had very little trouble with this belt tensioner, removing and reusing it every time. The
timing belt is hidden behind its timing cover and not readily seen. I'm about to endure the
procedure to replace my timing belt and not looking forward to it Others here have documented
ways to forego using the tools needed to line up timing marks with success so I have these
forums to look back on personal experiences and some valuable tidbits of info not found in
service manuals. As to suing, a dealer was taken to small claims court. My bother successfully
sued to have his deposit refunded when he signed for a new Mazda RX-7 years ago. The flunky I
had the displeasure of discussing deposit money refunded for failing to deliver a new car six
long months after signing to buy resulted in laughter as I declared this wasn't the end of it. My
brother and I showed up in court and when the judge asked where the dealer or his rep was, not
a peep no show. My brother didn't read the fine print as I read it - failure to deliver a vehicle
within two weeks of signing was grounds for refunding the deposit. My brother wanted and
waited but my guess was the hot RX-7 was sold at a higher premium so my bother was made to
wait as profits soared for the dealer. The judge listened as I quoted from the fine print on the bill
of sale and he agreed. My brother was given twice the refund. The little guy can win when proof
is spelled out and written in the sales agreement. Yes, I do understand there are two belts, the
serpentine and the timing belt. The serpentine belt that drives the alternator, water pump,
steering pump and AC has a very durable and strong belt tensioner. The timing belt tensioner is
the delicate one and can be setup wrong in many different ways. As to your thought of replacing
your timing belt without the proper tools timing belt kit I would not advise it. The first time I set
the timing belt tensioner, I had it too loose. As I hand cranked the engine degrees to test the
timing marks, the belt slipped on the crank. When I loosened the tensioner to reset everything,
all cams spun like a broken clock! It was a mess. The cams spin in different directions. If you
don't have them precisely locked into place with the timing kit tools, it is a nightmare! One tooth
off, a half of tooth off, uneven tension in the belt Even with the tools, I had to build a CAM
wrench to spin the cams to get them in time. It was a pain, but doable. My point of the post was
to walk softly when approaching a shop that has done wrong because they hold the upper hand.
Don't let your anger push you past your goal which is to get your vehicle fixed. In my case, I
believe the shop should have eaten the cost of the second timing belt repair, but they didn't. I
also believe they had a disgruntled employee who grinded my oil pan. The grinds were
perpendicular or from Wheel to Wheel and that can't happen by hitting any road hazard.
Perhaps it all happened to get me back to working on cars like I did as a teen. It's better to know
if something is screwed up I did it! It is more likely they screwed up setting the timing belt
tensioner or skipped some steps and the crank sprocket is not engaged with the timing belt,
thus the timing belt is not spinning. Well I find out Monday and then I'll contact my insurance to
see what they say about it. I'll go and look at the receipt for the time belt replacement. But since
he did do the timing belt replacement I expect some warranty work that he did the job right
since he used a timing belt replacement kit to do the job. Last edited by Russet; at PM. Reason:
revise. Hopefully one of the replacement parts failed and the shop can go back to the parts
manufacturer for a parts and labor claim. Your car will have several bent valves. I know this isn't
relevant to this topic but in a transmission shop that's fairly reputable for years replaced my
manual trans. It was their fault and I'm going to pay for it? I said no chance. You broke it, you'll
pay for it. I would say it's the fault of the shop and not yours. I don't know the laws tho. There

may be one for that, who knows how that works. I guess that's what warranties are for. I know
the shop I go to if I can't or don't want to do it has a 90 day warranty for most work, including
labor. Parts are a year or lifetime,whichever brand of part it is. Last edited by Chaz; at PM.
Reason: changed wording. Originally Posted by Chaz Originally Posted by Russet. Originally
Posted by soulsurvives. Unfortunately it could be an uphill battle for you. If the belt did break
I'm sure they will offer a full warranty replacement on it. The problem for you is that generally
when a warrantied part fails and causes more damage only the warrantied part is repaired. So if
your timing belt broke they would replace it under warranty, but you'll still have a dead motor.
You need to read your paperwork and look for possible state laws that will help you. Since you
live in California and it's such a liberal state you may even get the garage to cover new tires and
a full tank of gas LOL. If one wants to do that go create another thread to do that with. Also I
don't live in CA so not sure why you would think I live there. And I did contact my insurance
company about what happened as well. I know this type of engine is supposedly justified by
emissions, mpg and getting more power out of tiny engines, but the sad reality is that the high
probability that this kind of expense can so easily occur should have been addressed in the
beginning. While I agree with you, rfisher , about preferring engines with timing chains, claiming
that timing belts are just less reliable or are more likely to fail simply because they're "rubber"
is unjustified. You rightly point out that a timing chain, like a timing belt, will not give the driver
a warning of its impending failure. In your case, the warning about a timing chain related
problem came due to a rattling noise which was heard. That noise most likely resulted from a
failed tensioner which in turn caused a slackness in the chain and allowed it to hit the guides
and damage them, but this would not have been directly caused by the timing chain. A member
here with an L-Series car having a V6 made the mistake of pushing his service interval beyond
K miles, continuing to drive it with the OE belt at K miles. He paid the ultimate automotive price:
the belt slipped, he lost power and toasted his engine. He no longer posts here because he had
to move on, replacing an otherwise decent car because he failed to do the necessary work in
time. Of course, timing belts have a limited life span so scheduled maintenance is a must to
protect the engine against its failure. The shop's warranty is 12 mos. All is well thus far. In
Russet 's case, he did his due diligence and had the belt replaced at the right time by an
independent shop. The premature failure he's experienced is very uncommon. I was very
unhappy to learn of this. I don't want anyone to have to deal with this kind of trouble. His
quandary now is in determining how and why this happened, where the liability exists, and how
far does that liability extend. I can easily see the issue ending up in court, but hope that it won't
be necessary. I fear that I will be correct. I'd rather be wrong. Last edited by pierrot; at AM. Early
4 cyl timing chain failures occurred not from chain failure but from GM oversight when an oil jet
wasn't spraying lube onto the chain. GM recalled some early engines to replace the oil jet.
Others found out the hard way and paid the price. Premature timing belt failures, to my
knowledge from being a member here haven't shown up. Belt failures occurs after k miles with
one well over k miles. I don't recall whether or not the member replaced his belt. Many join, ask
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estions then leave without replying. Any public message board like ours, out of courtesy,
should have a reply from anyone posting with either a good solution or not to close a thread.
Instead, many threads are left open leaving everyone in the dark. All times are GMT The time
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