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Purchase a wiring adaptor. Your new stereo will come with a diagram indicating what each wire
is and what it needs to be connected to, but that process can be made much simpler by using a
wiring harness clip adaptor. Use the diagram provided with the stereo as well as the diagram
provided with the clip, to loosely connect each of the wires to the new adaptor. Using the
adaptor greatly reduces the chances that you will make a mistake wiring in your new stereo.
Identify and connect loose wiring. If you are not using a wiring harness clip adaptor, you will
need to identify the wires coming out of the stereo, as well as those coming out of the car. Use
the repair manual for your car or locate a wiring diagram for your car online to aid in your
efforts to identify each wire. Most car stereos will require the following connections: [2] X
Research source The power wire coming from the stereo is usually red, and likely will connect
to a red wire from the car. The ground wire for the stereo will be black, as will its corresponding
wire from the car. If there is no ground wire, you can secure the ground cable to bare metal in
the body of the car to serve as a ground. The 12 volt constant power wire is usually yellow or
blue, though it may be a number of colors coming from the car. The rest of the harness wires
are for the speakers. Use the diagrams to properly match each with its appropriate wire from the
car. The antenna wire is much thicker with a metal head and can be connected separately before
you install the stereo. Connect the output convertor if necessary. Some vehicles will require an
output converter to make it work properly with components of the car that are not common
industry wide. Be sure you order an output converter designed specifically for your year, make
and model vehicle. Secure all connected wires. Once all of the wiring has been connected to
their corresponding wires, you will need to make those connections permanent. There are a
number of ways you can permanently bond two wires together and while some may be more
resilient than others, most will work just fine for car stereo applications. Be sure there is no
bare wire metal showing from any of the wire connections by wrapping them in electric tape or
heat-shrink wrap. You melt the solder onto the wires to stick them together and as the solder
cools it forms a permanent bond. Twisting wires together and then covering them with
heat-shrink wrap or electric tape will suffice for car stereos. Connectors can be purchased that
you simply slide both wires into and either crimp them together with pliers or twist them
together with your fingers. Part 2 of Disconnect the battery. Once you locate the battery, use a
hand or socket wrench to loosen the black cable from the negative terminal on the battery. You

will not need to remove the bolt entirely, instead simply loosen it enough to pull the cable off of
the terminal. To be sure the battery is disconnected, check to see if the lights come on in the
cabin of the car. Nothing electronic should work with the battery disconnected. Disconnecting
the battery will prevent you from doing damage to the electrical system as well as protect you
from shocks. Remove any necessary pieces of trim. You will need to gain access to the sides of
the stock head unit or stereo in your center console. In some cars, that will require the removal
of some pieces of plastic trim. Be careful when removing trim pieces, as they may be brittle and
subject to cracking. Whenever possible, try to pull the piece of trim out slightly to get a look at
what kind of clip is used to attach it. You may need to slide the trim piece in a certain direction
to separate it, you may need to hit a release with a screw driver, or you may need to simply pull
on it hard enough. Checking first will prevent you from breaking off the clips and having to
replace the piece of trim. Determine how your head unit is mounted. Car stereos are all held in
place using one of two methods: spring clips or bolts. Each method requires a different
technique for removal. Spring clip mounts may not require the removal of any trim pieces and
can be identified by the matching pairs of holes on either side of the stereo. Stereos that are
bolted into place may require more trim removal, as you will need to gain access to the space
behind the stereo. If they are present, your stereo is held in place with spring clips. If there are
no holes, remove the trim below, above or to the side of the stereo to gain access to the bolts.
Use DIN tools to remove spring clipped stereos. If your stereo or head unit is held in place using
spring clips, you will need to purchase a pair of DIN tools. Insert one DIN tool into the two holes
on the left, and another into the two holes on the right. Press them both in until you hear the
click of the spring releasing. Spread the tools apart slightly to grip the back of the stereo and
pull the tools toward yourself. The stereo will slide out of the console of the car along with the
tools. Remove a bolted in stereo with wrenches. You will likely need to remove quite a bit more
of the trim to access bolts that hold your stereo in place than you would have with spring
clipped stereos. Once you are able to see the bolts, removing the stereo should be fairly
self-explanatory: there will likely be four bolts, either attaching the stereo to a bracket at the
back or on either side. Determine the size of the bolts, then use a hand wrench to remove them.
Unscrew these bolts and slide the stereo out. Remember that the stereo is still connected to the
car with wires, so be careful not to rip any out as you remove the stereo from the console.
Disconnect the wiring. If you are removing a stock head unit, there will likely be at least one
plastic clip with a number of wires going into it that you will need to disconnect. There may be a
second clip and an antennae cable as well in some cars. If you are removing an aftermarket
stereo, there is a possibility that there will be no clip and the previous stereo was wired loosely.
If that is the case, you may have to cut the wires in order to connect them to the new head unit.
Be careful when removing the wire harness clip from the back of the stereo. It may have a
plastic button or tab holding it in place. Part 3 of Test the stereo. Before you install the stereo in
the center console of your vehicle, reconnect the battery and turn the car on to make sure it is
functioning properly. With the stereo completely connected, turn it on and try a few functions.
Make sure all speakers in your vehicle are working and that CDs or your MP3 player play
properly. If you have been able to connect the antennae cable already, check to make sure the
radio works. If something does not work properly, review the connections with the wiring
diagrams that you have to make sure all of the wires are connected to their corresponding
match. Tuck all of the wiring into the dashboard. You may have noticed that most of the wires
you connected to your stereo allowed for quite a bit of slack. Take the connected car stereo in
one hand and use the other to tuck all of the extra wire back into the dashboard as you set the
stereo in its opening. If you have not been able to connect the large antennae cable yet because
it was too short, connect it now as you sit the stereo in its place. Try not to let the wiring get in
the way of the bracket you will need to bolt the stereo too if your stereo requires being bolted
into place. Slide the stereo back into place. Slowly slide the radio back into the opening in the
center console of the vehicle while being careful not to apply too much pressure to the face of
it. If you encounter resistance, do not force the stereo in any further. Instead remove the stereo
and identify what was in the way, move it, and attempt to slide the stereo in again. As you slide
the stereo into place, wires may snag or plastic brackets may come out of place. Forcing the
stereo past a snag can break things and make the stereo fail to function or seat properly in the
vehicle. These adaptors can be ordered at auto parts and electronics stores. Secure the new
stereo. If your stereo utilizes spring clips, it will click as it locks in place and you will not need to
take any further action to secure the stereo. If yours uses bolts and brackets, reuse the bolts
you removed earlier to secure the new stereo in the same place. If you had to use an adaptor to
properly fit the stereo in its space in the console, ensure the stereo is secured to the adaptor
and that the adaptor is secured to the car. Once done, try to wiggle the stereo. It should hardly
move at all when properly secured. Reinstall the trim. Being careful not to break any of the

plastic clips that hold the trim in place, reinstall each piece in the opposite order you removed
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are re-using the stock wiring, the easiest and most solid way to do the wiring is to use a wiring
adapter. The harness that I used is the Metra My WRX requires 2 pairs of the adapters 1 pair
front, 1 pair rear. I used them without issues. More on other adapters as I get the info. I just got
a Metra catalog from them in the mailâ€¦now I just have to find the info and post it. That is what
makes them useful adapters. In particular, internet searches have issues with the Metra and the
Getting the wrong one results in reversed polarity- not favorable for the best sound. Keep in
mind that there may be varied wiring from Subaru to Subaru and year to year. When holding the
speaker connector horizontal, the â€” is the positive terminal and the is the negative terminal.
Reversing the polarity may not be a problem as long as you are wiring all of the speakers the
same way. If you have a subwoofer you would also need to keep that similar to the speaker
polarity. Sound quality problems arise when you have a mismatch of polarities. Someone more
knowledgeable than me can send me a message to clarify this point. As long as you bend the
connector locking tab out of the way, both Metra harnesses fit into the Subaru speaker
connector. The terminal width and pitch are not a problem as far as I could tell. The Metra
connectors are pretty sloppy so you might need to wiggle them to fit. When holding the
connector vertical, the is the positive terminal and the â€” is the negative terminal. The harness
has a reversed polarity. When holding the connector vertical, the is the negative terminal and
the â€” is the positive terminal. These are connectors made of bodies and terminals that come
apart. Using a narrow pair of needle pliers you can squeeze the contacts to free the terminal
from the connector body. After that a simple position switch and re-installation will make these
harnesses in to harnesses. It easily would work the other way around as well. So if you get the
HU and the amp at the same time and install them at the same time and you want to re-use the
OEM speaker wire to the doors, what you want to do is:. I ran this through the center console to
under the seat. You will also run some aftermarket speaker wire 16 gauge is enough from the
amp to behind the headunit. You will connect these wires to the wires in the pin harness that go
to the speakers. You will ground the amp and run a larger power wire 10 gauge up to even 4
gauge to the amp from the battery. The remote turn-on lead follows the same path. From there,
it goes down the stock cable channel and runs under the carpet to the amp. I passed the ziptie
through the gromet and secured the wire to the ziptie to pull it into the passenger compartment.
Here is the power wire taped to a ziptie, then doubled over to secure it for passage through the
grommet:. For grounding, I used this bolt near the OEM underseat vents. I scored the paint off
of the metal and re-used the OEM bolt. At first, I had concerns over the solidity of the mounting
point, but it gave adequate conduction. One is a press-clip, while the other is a slide clip. I
removed all 4 seat bolts, rocked the seat forward, and disconnected them. Also, when I replaced
the seat I flipped the plastic piece that holds these two and located it above the metal bracket.
Just squeeze the wings on the clip, remove it, and relocate it above the bracket. It is hard to
describe but will make perfect sense as soon as you look under the seat. Skip to content Click
on any of the subsections below to expand the content. Speaker Wiring Adapters If you are not

running an amplifier, and thus are re-using the stock wiring, the easiest and most solid way to
do the wiring is to use a wiring adapter. Earlier models primarily use the Metra X models.
Starting with a A pair of needle nose pliers can squeeze the terminals. Terminal removed. This
picture helps illustrate what you are doing to release the terminals. Fuse location: Gromet
behind fender liner: Same Gromet from the inside, carefully pierced with a screwdriver: I passed
the ziptie through the gromet and secured the wire to the ziptie to pull it into the passenger
compartment. Here is the power wire taped to a ziptie, then doubled over to secure it for
passage through the grommet: Pulled through the grommet from the inside: Down the OEM
channel it was pulled tight before being closed up : For grounding, I used this bolt near the OEM
underseat vents. By the way, when removing the seat, you have to detach these 2 plugs.
Pingback: ''00 Rear Speaker Wire Harness? A car stereo can deliver awesome quality music in
the car. It is a source of entertainment during your traveling. You can enjoy music in your car
with the connection of speakers and subwoofers with a car stereo. Moreover, if you want to use
a stereo for your home then do not worries you can even use your stereo for your home. For
this purpose, you can use the power supply unit to connect it with an outlet plug. You should
know that connecting it with an outlet plug involves all those steps that are involved in the
installation of the car stereo. To connect the car stereo with the outlet plug two basic things are
necessary the first thing is removing the stereo from the car and the second thing is to connect
it with the outlet plug. After removing the stereo from the car connect it with a volt supply unit
and then connect it with a plug. It will work very efficiently. Then you should connect all the
wires properly as during the installation of the stereo. If you are worried and do not have money
for your home stereo then your old stereo can help you out. A few days before ago, was a party
at my home and my friend came for the fun. But unfortunately, my music player was not
working. Then I remove the stereo from the car and connect it with the outlet plug and makes
my party full of fun. My friends were happy and they enjoy it a lot. Different tools should be
available in your car tool kit or should be available at your home tool kit. These tools are
required to wire a car stereo to an outlet plug. Wrench: It is used to opening or closing the nuts
of stereo. With the help of a wrench, you can easily open the nuts and remove the stereo from
the car. It is also used for closing his nuts. Screwdriver: It is used for screwing and unscrewing
of the screw of the stereo. Wirecutter : it is required for the removing of a car stereo from the
car. It is used to disconnects the wires from the car battery. Trim stick: It is used to trim the
wires. It is used for removing the insulation of the wires. Electrical tape: Electrical tape is very
important for the wiring of the stereo. It is used to secure the naked wires and to protect it from
damage. Blow dryer: It is used to remove the dust on the circuit of stereo for the better working
of the stereo. After removing the stereo you should blow-dry its circuit to keep it maintain and
for its long life. Heat gun: It is used to strip the paints and wires and also used for the bending
of the wires. You can remove the stereo and speakers from the car easily by removing the
connection of wires. But before disconnecting it, make sure that the car should not be on
ignition mode because it can be the reason for the current. If your car is on ignition mode then
turn it off and then remove the wires of the stereo from the battery of the car. In this way, you
can easily and safely remove the stereo and speakers from an old car. Moreover, you can also
purchase it from the shop or online. You can purchase the stereo of your own choice and the
difficulty of removing it from the car can be solved. But if you cannot afford a new one stereo
then you can remove it from the car. Step by step guidelines to a wire car stereo with outlet
plug:. A few steps are involved in all this process and you can wire a car stereo to an outlet
plug. The need for this is to do these steps very carefully and professionally that no mistake can
take place. You should apply these steps very carefully with some precautionary measures.
Here are some steps that are involved in this. The first and the basic step are removing the
stereo from the car. For this purpose, you should power off the battery of the car to remove the
stereo. Take a wrench for this a chosen the nut of the battery on which black cable of the stereo
is connecting. Carefully loosen the clamp nut and remove the black cable from the battery so
that it could be free from the power unit. After removing the wires from the battery the stereo is
now free from the power supply now there is a need of removing the trim panel of stereo that is
connected it with the car. You can remove the trim panel with the help of a trim stick. It will help
you to remove the stereo from the car. It mostly depends upon the model of the car different
models have different types of stereo and their trim panel different from others. Vary to vary
trim stick to remove the trim panel from the car. You should remove the inner trim panel of the
stereo with the help of a trim stick. Remove every screw of the trim panel with the help of a
screw gauge. When there is the use of stereo then definitely you need speakers. Moreover car
radio connects with the speakers in the car so there is a need for the removal of speakers with
help of screw gauge or screwdriver. Some speakers do not remove connection with a
screwdriver because they are immersed and only can disconnect with the help of a drill. After

the removing of the stereo from the car battery you should disconnect the power. And should
ground all the wires in the car. The yellow wire should be connecting to the batter and the red
wires should ground with ignition switch and black should ground at a metal ground. After
removing the stereo wires in the car should need to be grounded. For this, you need to have the
required power. You can take PSU from the sop or can take it from your old computer. It is the
very easiest way to take it from your old computer. Disconnect the unit and use it properly.
Different power units have a different color of wires but if you will take your power unit from an
old computer then there would be usually Black blue yellow-green and orange wires connected.
Now eliminate the dark color wires with a wire cutter. You should cut the red and orange wires
from the power supply. After removing or cutting red and orange wires, there would be yellow
wires. Now by using wire stripper half of the inch insulation of the wire should strip by it. After
stripping inch of the yellow wires twists them along. Twist yellow wires along that are strip by
the stripper. Now do the same processes with the black wires because you have cut him orange
and red wires now you have black wires. Strips the black wires 1 inch their insulation and allow
them to twist. After preparing the power supply unit now you have to adjust the wiring of stereo.
On the stereo, you need to strip red black and yellow wires from their insulation. Twist red and
yellow wires of the stereo together. Now it is time to connect the stereo with the supply unit.
Connect red and yellow wires if stereo with the yellow twisted wires of the stereo. Connect
black wires of PSU with the black wires of the stereo. You can also connect your stereo with
almost 5 amp of the power adapter. Mostly volt stereo requires 5 amp of power to give
connection. More power stereo requires more power adapter up to 20 amperes but for car
stereo, it requires 5 amp adapters. There are few steps to connect the adapter power supply
with the stereo. Take 5 amp power adapter particularly having a rubber gasket that seals the
case closed so water cannot get in that. It is very useful for outdoor use. But use it in a
protected location for better results. Now take a stripper and cut its end and splice the wires to
the power wires. Stereo has two wires one is power wires and one is contrast wire and one
ground wire splice both power wires to the positive wire of the power supply and the ground
wire to the negative. Make sure that you connect both the power wires positive and negative
wires with stereo because it will not work if either one of the wires is not connected or it will
give distortion after the connection. So make sure that you connect both of the wires of the
adapter with the stereo. Plug the power adapter to the power supply and good to go. Your
stereo will work properly. Remaining of the wires should be secure with electrical tape and
other wires should connect with the speaker. You can now enjoy the music at your home or
outdoor place with loudspeakers. Everything you do needs special care and safety precautions.
To wire a car stereo to an outlet plug requires more care because a little mistake can cause a
short circuit. So be careful during the whole of this process. Here are some precautionary
measures to take:. First of all, make sure that the battery of your car is off. Your car should not
even on ignition mode. It should be off. So that you could protect from the current. Because the
power of the battery can create current. Make sure that your car battery is off and then remove
the stereo. Remove the wires of stereo from the car very carefully. Do not be very harsh it will
damage the wires and wires will stop functioning. So try to remove the wires with the help of a
screw from the batter and stay professional. Keep patience during the removal of the car stereo
do not pull it very hard. You should now know about the color codes of stereo. Which wire will
connect with which color of wire? Keep your eyes on the colors of the wires yellow wires will
connect with yellow color wires of the power supply and black color wires will connect with
black color wires of the power supply unit. Use rubber gloves before doing all this process so
that you can protect yourself from electric shocks. Make sure before supply the power that you
connect r
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ight wires otherwise it can cause a short circuit. Take 5 amperes of the power supply for 12
volts of the stereo. Purchase at least 5 amperes of the power supply for the stereo. If your
power supply is less than 5 amperes stereo will not work. Wiring a car stereo to an outlet plug is
not a very complicated process. You can easily wire a stereo with an outlet plug by taking some
safety precautions. You can use a stereo at any place of your choice in some steps. The above
steps will help you out to use a stereo at any place with an outlet plug. I also experienced this
step by myself. I took the power unit from an old computer that was not in my use but its power
supply was working well. I took that power supply and took a stereo from my car. Then connect
all the wires correctly with the color-coding system and then connect it with plug and enjoys the
music at my party. Team â€” Howstereo. Jason Herby October 10, Which Car Stereo has the

Most Watts? Why is my car stereo only playing bass?

